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March 30, 2026

The Honorable Andria Tupola, Chair
and Members
Committee on Housing, Homelessness & Parks
Honolulu City Council
530 South King Street, Suite 202
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Dear Chair Tupola and Councilmembers:

SUBJECT: Bill 32 (2026), Relating to Public Parks, Recreational Facilities, and
Botanical Gardens

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) supports the proposed approach
of Bill 32 (2026) and offers the following recommendations and alternative language.

DPR respectfully recommends the following amendments:
1. Section 2: Amend the proposed language in Bill 32 (2026)

“(a)  Authorization. Fhe-director-of-parks-and-recreation-is-authorized-to
setreasonablefeesforthe-use-and-rental-of-a-botanical-garden-or

DPR proposes the following:

“(a)  Authorization. Unless otherwise specified, the director is
authorized to establish fees and charges by rule for the commercial

DEPT. COM. 227(26) HHP



The Honorable Andria Tupola, Chair

and Members
Committee on Housing, Homelessness & Parks
March 30, 2026

Page 2

and noncommercial use of botanical gardens, including entry to and
use of botanical garden facilities, parking lots, and other
recreational areas under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks
and Recreation, to help cover operating and maintenance costs.”

DPR proposes this change because some botanical gardens may not
generate revenue if fees are limited only to parking. For example, at
Ho‘omaluhia Botanical Garden, many visitors will bypass parking for a fee
and instead remain in their vehicle and drive through the gardens,
stopping along the half-mile roadway to take photographs of the Ko'olau
Mountains, which will create traffic jams and safety hazards for
pedestrians.

In addition, DPR notes that the admission fees for Foster Botanical
Garden under the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu §9-3.1 (a) would need
to be evaluated if this bill is adopted. DPR proposes that the following
language be stricken, so that the department may adopt a fee structure for
all botanical gardens which could include passes to multiple gardens for
one fee.
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3. Section 4: Amend the new language in Revised Ordinances of Honolulu
§10-2.1 (e) as follows:

“10-2.1 Fees for the commercial and nhoncommercial use of public
parks, recreational facilities, parking lots, and other recreational areas.

(e)  Civil penalty. A person found by the director, after an opportunity for
a hearing in accordance with HRS Chapter 91, to have violated any
provision of this section is subject to a fine of $35500.

DPR proposes this change to align with the Revised Ordinances of
Honolulu §10-1.6(d), under which a person may be assessed a fine of no
more than $500.

DPR provides these suggestions to help ensure that fees assessed at City
facilities support the effective management, operation, and maintenance of City parks
and botanical gardens.
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Bill 32 (2026).

Sincerely,

(6( Laura H. Thielen
Director

APPROVED:

AN

«Michael D. Formby, Managing Director
Office of the Managing Director




