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Testimony: 

Mahalo to the Zoning committee for scheduling an info briefing on this topic. 

 

I know there were skeptics on the push to allow for additional units to be built on the same zoning lot (for fears that it 

could have the unintended effect of making the underlying land more valuable/attractive to global investors, hence 

further squeezing out kama‘aina ownership over time). 

 

But from a broader (i.e., longer-term) perspective, I can understand that this change over time can contribute to more 

housing supply that is an important goal in the context of our current affordable housing crisis. 

 

But in addition to supply-side solutions, I still believe demand-side drivers must be addressed. 

 

Said differently, to help alleviate the fears of those skeptics, I believe that legislation that will work to curb the negative 

impacts of outside speculative investment in our housing (i.e., investments for purely speculative or unpermitted vacation 

rental purposes that won’t be used or rented by residents long term) must be a bigger priority for our elected officials as a 

whole. 

 

There is no silver bullet.


