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RED HILL BULK FUEL STORAGE FACILITY

• Constructed in 1940s

• 20 field-constructed underground storage 
tanks

• Each tank approximately 250 feet tall, 100 
feet in diameter

• Each tank has 12.5 to 12.7 million gallons 
of fuel capacity when operational 

2



Date Description

1/2014 Navy releases 27,000 gallons of fuel from Tank 5 at Red Hill Facility

9/15/2015 2015 Administrative Order on Consent

5/6/2021 Navy releases 20,000 gallons of jet fuel at Red Hill Facility during refilling of tanks

11/20/2021 Navy releases 19,000 gallons of jet fuel at Red Hill Facility directly contaminating the Red Hill Shaft and 
aquifer 

11/28/2021 Navy shuts off Red Hill Shaft 

12/2/2021 BWS shuts off Hālawa Shaft

12/3/2021 Navy shuts off ʻAiea-Hālawa Shaft

12/8/2021 BWS shuts off ʻAiea Wells 1 and 2; Hālawa Wells 1, 2, and 3

5/6/2022 Department of Health Final Emergency Order requiring Navy to provide plan and schedule for defueling 
and permanent closure of Red Hill Facility

11/29/2022 Navy releases 1,300 gallons of aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) concentrate containing per- and poly 
fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)

6/2/2023 Administrative Consent Order addressing defueling / closure of site

SUMMARY OF RECENT RELEASE AND RESPONSE
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Source: Groundwater Model Report on Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility by Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command Hawaii
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https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-11/navfac-rhbfsf-groudwater-model-report-vol-1-redacted-2024-09-26.pdf
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FEDERAL FUNDING ON RED HILL REMEDIATION
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Source: Joint Explanatory Statement to Division D of H.R. 5371, the Military 

Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Act, 2026. 

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/mcva_divdjes.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/mcva_divdjes.pdf


PFAS INVESTIGATION AT RED HILL

Source: August 27, 2025, Joint Base Pearl Harbor –Hickam –Kalaeloa Restoration Advisory Board Meeting Material 
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https://jbphh-safewaters.org/public/library/StreamResource.axd?DSN=pub&Mode=FileImage_Inline&ID=35675


PFAS INVESTIGATION AT RED HILL CONT.

8Source: August 27, 2025, Joint Base Pearl Harbor –Hickam –Kalaeloa Restoration Advisory Board Meeting Material 

https://jbphh-safewaters.org/public/library/StreamResource.axd?DSN=pub&Mode=FileImage_Inline&ID=35675


PFAS INVESTIGATION AT RED HILL CONT.

9Source: August 27, 2025, Joint Base Pearl Harbor –Hickam –Kalaeloa Restoration Advisory Board Meeting Material 

https://jbphh-safewaters.org/public/library/StreamResource.axd?DSN=pub&Mode=FileImage_Inline&ID=35675


PFAS DETECTIONS AT BWS KAʻAMILO WELLS

• PFAS detected at levels near the MCL  for 

PFOS (perfluorooctane sulfonic acid)

• MCL is 4.0 ppt (parts per trillion)

• One ppt is,

• 30 seconds out of every million years

• 1 drop in 20 Olympic sized swimming pools

• Triggered decision to build permanent 

facility and shut down the wells in May 

2025

• In the interim, a temporary water treatment 

system is under construction

• Federal Maximum Contaminant 

Level (MCL) Finalized – April 2024

• Enforcement - April 2029
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TEMPORARY TREATMENT FACILITY AT KAʻAMILO WELLS

Long Term

Designing and Constructing a 

permanent water treatment 

system (Est. Cost $20M)

Short Term

Installing a Temporary Water 

Treatment System until the 

permanent is constructed

• Granular Activated Carbon 

(GAC) filled metal vessels with 

piping

• Temporary security fencing
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IN CONCLUSION

• Red Hill is NOT pau. 

• Our water and land needs to be cleaned up.

• Full remediation of all known and unknown 

releases from the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage 

Facility will take years, if not decades.

• Further studies into the characteristics of the 

geology and hydrology of the area are 

needed. 

• PFAS is an emerging contaminant that 

requires further investigation.

• Stay informed. 
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Resource:

Navy Closure Task Force –Red Hill:

https://www.navyclosuretaskforce.navy.mil/

NAVFAC Environmental Restoration:

https://redhillern.com/

Environmental Protection Agency:

https://www.epa.gov/red-hill

Hawaiʻi State Department of Health:

https://health.hawaii.gov/about/red-hill-water-

information/

Board of Water Supply

https://www.boardofwatersupply.com/protectoahuwater

https://www.navyclosuretaskforce.navy.mil/
https://redhillern.com/
https://www.epa.gov/red-hill
https://health.hawaii.gov/about/red-hill-water-information/
https://health.hawaii.gov/about/red-hill-water-information/
https://www.boardofwatersupply.com/protectoahuwater


MAHALO!

BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY

Questions?

Providing safe, dependable, and affordable 

drinking water, now and into the future.


