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"Never underestimate the power of the ocean!”
Multiple rescues and near-drownings reported on
the North Shore of Oahu amidst high surf.

Surfer.com/news (Oct. 7, 2025)
“https://www.surfer.com/news/sneaker-wave-sweeps-three-people-sharks-cove-video”

October 12, 2025
Re: Reso. 25-261 — Comments

Aloha Zoning Chair Kia‘aina and Committee Members,
Save Sharks Cove Alliance (SSCA) respectfully submits comments on Reso-25-261.

First, SSCA is confident that Mayor Blangiardi and his team will soon finalize the negotiations for
acquisition of the Hanapohaku parcels for the North Shore First Responder Center (NSFRC), for which the
City Council has approved a budget of $26.1 million. The overriding goal of SSCA is to ensure that the
NSFRC becomes a reality as soon as possible. We thank and applaud the City Council and the Mayor and
his team for creating the pathway to success and working very hard to make it happen.

Second, SSCA understands the landowner’s position is that the extension will simply maintain their
permit status while the negotiations are coming to a close. If the extension requested had been limited
to three or even six months, or/and if such an amendment for a reasonable shorter period is made
before the full Council vote, SCCA could/would support the resolution. However, SSCA believes that the
two years requested is both unnecessary and counter-productive to closing the deal.

Third, the two-year extension does not match the dire urgency of establishing the NSFRC and expediting
the interim move-in of an ambulance and Ocean Safety functions asap in 2026 by utilizing the existing
buildings on site. Just last weekend, Ocean Safety made 25 rescues on the North Shore alone and five
people were seriously injured -- 2 at Ke lki and 3 at Sharks Cove -- requiring EMS/ambulance transport
after rescue and medical treatment by volunteers, Fire, and Lifeguards. Winter is here and dangerous
swells are already hitting the North Shore. The lives and safety of our community and visitors are once
again at high levels of risk while we await the additional support and first responder facilities so urgently
needed for this region.

Mabhalo,

SSCA Board of Directors
Denise Antolini, Larry McElheny, John Thielst, Lynell Damate, Karen Gallagher
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