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October 1, 2025

The Honorable Tommy Waters
Chair and Presiding Officer
and Members
Honolulu City Council
1000 Uluohia Street, Conference Rooms A, B and C
Kapolei, Hawai‘i 96707

Dear Chair Waters and Councilmembers,

Subject: Council Resolution No. 25-279: Reaffirming the City Council’s Support for the
Protection and Preservation of Clean Water and Public Health

The Board of Water Supply (BWS) strongly supports Council Resolution No. 25-279,
which reaffirms the City Council's support on protection and preservation of clean water
and public health.

The Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility (Facility) has incurred numerous known and
unknown fuel and hazardous chemical releases into the environment over its 80 years
of operation, including 27,000 gallons of jet fuel on January 13, 2014, 14,000 gallons of
a water-jet fuel mixture in November 2021 that contaminated the United States Navy’s
(Navy) Red Hill Shaft water source, and the release of approximately 1,300 gallons of
aqueous film forming foam concentrate containing per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
on November 29, 2022.

Although the Facility was defueled in 2024 and is in the process of being
decommissioned for permanent closure, the type, volume, and location of past releases
and its impact to the environment remains unknown. The full characterization of the
geology and hydrology beneath the Facility's fuel tanks and full remediation of our
underground aquifer will require years if not decades of further investigation,
collaboration amongst Federal, State, and City officials, subject matter experts and all
parties involved, and full transparency from the Navy on what was previously stored and
released from the Facility.
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This resolution ensures the Navy'’s clean up of our aquifer and environment remains in
the forefront and a priority now and into the future.

The BWS is deeply appreciative and grateful for past and current administrations,
including Governor Josh Green, Mayor Rick Blangiardi, Senate President

Ronald D. Kouchi, former Speaker Scott K. Saiki, Council Chair Tommy Waters, and
other agency leaders that solidified the Unified Statement on Red Hill and established
the Red Hill Water Alliance Initiative (WAI), a working group that developed a
comprehensive plan to serve as a blueprint and living document outlining the necessary
steps to clean up Red Hill and remediate the aquifer.

There is no substitute to clean and pure water. The Navy must be held accountable for

the contamination it has caused to our environment and restore our land, ‘aina, and

water, wai, to what it once was. Ola ika wai.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of Resolution No. 25-279.
Very truly yours,

A ot

ERNEST Y. W. LAU, P.E.
Manager and Chief Engineer



