
BILL051(25)
Testimony

MISC. COMM. 519

COUNCIL



COUNCIL  Meeting
Meeting Date: Oct 1, 2025 @ 10:00 AM

Support: 14
Oppose: 0

I wish to comment: 0



Name: 

Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire

Email: 

presidentbillionaire@gmail.com

Zip: 

96792

Representing: 

www.ohanaunityparty.com

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 27, 2025 @ 08:07 PM

Testimony: 

**Subject:** Aloha Kākoʻo: Support Bill 51 CD2 – Revive Downtown Honolulu BID with Maoli Voice! Kingdom Call for Pono 

Urban Growth 

 

E Kuʻu Poʻo Kumu, Chair Tommy Waters, a me nā Lālā o ka Honolulu City Council, 

 

As Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire, HRM – Kanaka Maoli warrior, United States Air Force Veteran (2E2, Indo-PACOM), 

descendant of King Kekaulike and the Paki royal lineage, and Chairman of the Ohana Unity Party (forged in 2025 to 

reclaim Hawaiian self-determination, smash corporate corruption, and steward our ʻāina) – I rise in strong support of Bill 

51 (2025), CD2, revising the Downtown Honolulu BID, on the October 1, 2025, full Council agenda. Renaming Fort Street 

Mall SID No. 2, it funds $1.9M in safety/cleanliness (HPD 2025), boosting retail (JLL 2024) and housing (10K units; Strategic 

Plan 2025-2028). Yet, mandate maoli protections. E kākoʻo me ka pono – vote YES for a vibrant, equitable core! 

 

Bill 51 updates ROH Chapter 28, expanding boundaries (600+ TMKs), adding safety officers ($1.04M), maintenance crews 

($179K), and a 20-member Board (12 owner-elected). Assessments ($0.75/$1,000; $1.77M) exempt residential/government 

parcels, supporting FY 2026-2027 ($1.9M). It counters 30% crime (HPD) and 20% vacancies (JLL), building on Act 39 (HHFDC 

2019). Businesses cheer (HPR 8/15/25), but Reddit (9/20/25) fears small-owner burdens. Our party demands cultural 

safeguards. 

 

I champion this bill with these mana-fueled reasons: 

 

1. **Vibrant Urban Core**: $1.2M services cut crime (HPD 2025), boosting retail 10% (JLL 2024) and 10K units (Strategic 

Plan). 

 

2. **Inclusive Governance**: 20-member Board (up from 17) includes small owners, ensuring equity (ROH §28-4.1). 

 

3. **Fiscal Pono**: $1.77M assessments (exempting homes) fund services without bonds, with BFS enforcement (ROH §28-

3.6). 

 

4. **Housing Synergy**: Complements Bill 39 (rentals), Bill 52 (streams), countering rail’s $13B waste (Star-Advertiser 

9/27/25). 

 

5. **Maoli Protections**: Amend for OHA input, HRS §6E reviews, and $500 assessment caps for native/small owners 

(Reddit 9/20/25). 



 

E nā hoa aloha, pass Bill 51 with amendments for kākou’s ʻāina. Join our weekly X Spaces (@Ohanaunityparty) for our voice. 

Mahalo nui – e ola mau ka Mokupuni! 

 

In sovereign aloha and unbreakable ohana unity, e kuʻi ka heluhelu! 

Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire, HRM 

Kingdom of The Hawaiian Islands, H.I. 

Ohana Unity Party, Chairman 

www.Ohanaunityparty.com 

OhanaUnityChair@gmail.com 

 

Facebook @Keiki'okalani 

Instagram @Ohanaunityparty 

IG @Legendarybillionaire 

X @Ohanaunityparty 

X @AmericanpartyOG 

 

Support The Channel, Like, Subscribe, Donate – Ignite the Revolution! 

YouTube Channel @PikachuBillionaire 

https://www.youtube.com/@pikachubillionaire 

Venmo @Presidentbillionaire 

CashApp $ShelbyBillionaire 

BTC Wallet 1sRfKDphW18hojoyTQVy9qQVSUtQgahYwj

Name: 

Ivy Yeung

Email: 

ucshicom@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

United Chinese Society of Hawaii

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 28, 2025 @ 04:27 PM

Name: 

Kendrick Chang

Email: 

chang.kendrick@hotmail.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 28, 2025 @ 04:28 PM

Name: 

Jacob Wiencek

Email: 

jacob.m.wiencek@pm.me

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 28, 2025 @ 07:52 PM

Testimony: 



Aloha Councilmembers, 

 

I am excited to see Bill 51 advance to the legislative finish line. Seeing the city government enable private sector action to 

take responsibility for portions of the city is a major positive. As a resident of Waikiki, I see the daily good work the Waikiki 

Business Improvement District does for our neighborhood. I am convinced a BID for Downtown will do the same. 

 

I strongly urge the Council to SUPPORT this bill!

Name: 

Sandra Pohl

Email: 

info@downtownarthi.org

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Downtown Art Center

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 29, 2025 @ 12:14 PM

Testimony: 

My name is Sandra Pohl and I am the Executive Director of the Downtown Art Center. I support the expansion of the Fort 

St Mall BID to include Nuuanu to Richard St. 

 

This bill provides the vehicle for the stakeholders to collaborate doing what is their best interest and collectively, we will 

achieve a safe and clean neighborhood. The City and landowners will work together addressing the safety and cleanliness 

issues. The City can devote targeted assistance from the various departments to address the homelessness and provide 

other government services. The landowners will be able to attract new storefronts and businesses that are interesting 

creating destination locations that will attract local residents and tourists. 

 

We need to take advantage and capitalize on the great opportunity to create a destination location that is clean and safe 

when we all work collaboratively. 

 

Thank you.

Name: 

Andrew Pereira

Email: 

apereira@prp-hawaii.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP)

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 29, 2025 @ 01:35 PM

Name: 

Mark Anthony Clemente

Email: 

mclemente@hrcc-hawaii.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 30, 2025 @ 08:50 AM

Name: 

Tony Wong Cam

Email: 

tony@gchohana.com

Zip: 

96813



Representing: 

Yifang Fruit Tea - Fort Street Mall

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 30, 2025 @ 05:18 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha Chair and Council Members, 

 

Thank you for your time and efforts on this measure. It is my belief that the expansion of our downtown Business 

Improvement District will create immense benefits for small business and residents. 

 

Hope is a word business owners often cling onto when speaking about the future of their business. It is my hope to see a 

flourishing and healthy partnership between private and public stakeholders to breathe life back into one of our most 

beloved districts. 

 

It is my hope that the positive impacts of the downtown BID create a blueprint for other areas in Oahu that will benefit 

businesses and residents alike. 

 

It is my hope that the success of the BID will finally create action from our neighbors in Chinatown to dedicate their 

resources to improving their streets for the safety of the merchants and residents. 

 

I commend and applaud the leadership of the DOHO Bid and Council Members Dos Santos Tam and look forward to the 

future of downtown.

Name: 

Harmonee Williams

Email: 

harmoneew@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 30, 2025 @ 05:54 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha, 

My name is Harmonee Williams. I am writing in support of BILL051(25) RELATING TO IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS. 

 

I am representing myself, as a Honolulu resident, who would like to see Downtown Honolulu thrive again. I believe the 

passage and implementation of the Business Improvement District (BID) would support the current efforts aimed at doing 

just that. 

 

I have worked Downtown in the past, and continue to have work meetings there, as well as frequent the various 

restaurants, bars, and other establishments in Downtown/Chinatown. I applaud the various efforts to revive the area, and 

I believe the BID is a critical component of supporting these initiatives. 

 

There is so much potential for Downtown to be an even more attractive and vibrant place to live, work, and play. The 



passage of the BID is an important step in this ongoing process. 

 

Mahalo for your time and consideration of my testimony.

Name: 

Perry Arrasmith

Email: 

perry@hawaiisfuture.org

Zip: 

96797

Representing: 

Housing Hawaiʻi's Future

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 30, 2025 @ 08:26 PM

Name: 

Rebecca Lieberman

Email: 

rebeccalieberman808@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 30, 2025 @ 08:36 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha Chair and Members of the Council, 

 

My name is Rebecca Lieberman and I submit this testimony in strong support of Bill 51, which would establish the 

Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District (BID). 

 

Earlier in my career, I worked for the Times Square Alliance in New York City, one of the most well-known and active 

Business Improvement Districts in the world. In my role as Manager of Policy & External Affairs, I saw firsthand how a BID 

can transform a neighborhood: coordinating supplemental sanitation and public safety services, programming public 

spaces with cultural events, advocating for capital investments, and serving as a trusted partner to both government and 

community stakeholders. 

 

I also had the opportunity to work closely with the International Downtown Association, which represents BIDs across the 

country and internationally. From those experiences, I learned that BIDs are proven, flexible tools that empower local 

communities to invest in themselves, create cleaner and safer streets, attract investment, and build pride of place. 

Downtown Honolulu faces many of the same challenges that Times Square once confronted: concerns about public safety, 

sanitation, and economic vitality. A BID is uniquely suited to address these challenges because it provides stable 

predictable funding and ensures accountability through governance by property owners and stakeholders within the 

district. 

 

For the past five years, I have called Oahu home. I have seen firsthand how important it is to have vibrant, safe, and 

welcoming public spaces for both residents and visitors. This measure will bring enhanced cleaning, security, event 

coordination, and other supportive services to Downtown at a time when revitalization is urgently needed. I am confident 

that, if adopted, this BID will serve as a powerful catalyst for Downtown’s revitalization, supporting small businesses, 

residents, and the broader community. 



 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to pass Bill 51. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Name: 

Lawrence Li

Email: 

comment@letran.xyz

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Oct 1, 2025 @ 04:41 AM

Testimony: 

Dear Councilmembers, 

 

I bring 16 years of direct experience with community benefit districts, including service as board president of San 

Francisco’s Yerba Buena Partnership. I helped lead its renewal and continue to volunteer on public space projects. 

 

I strongly support Bill 51 to establish a downtown business improvement district. These districts revitalize city centers by 

pooling local resources to deliver cleaner, safer, more vibrant public spaces—services that go beyond what government 

can provide alone. 

 

In Yerba Buena, this model has produced ambassadors, public art, cleaner streets, safety patrols, outreach to the 

unhoused, concerts, and festivals. Recently, the district partnered with City Hall, artists, and property owners to respond to 

changing work patterns by installing public art and hosting popular evening events—making downtown more welcoming 

for both visitors and residents. 

 

Here in Honolulu, I see the impact every day living in Waikiki, where the improvement district has become part of 

community life. Downtown deserves the same opportunity. A new district can help transform our city center from a 9–5 

office core into a true Honolulu neighborhood—blending the cultural richness of Chinatown and the Arts District with 

downtown’s role as our transportation hub and the Pacific’s business heart. 

 

As a frequent visitor to Downtown, Chinatown, and the Arts District, I am excited by what this district could unlock for our 

community. I urge your support with a yes vote on Bill 51.

Name: 

Walter Thoemmes

Email: 

misakata@ksbe.edu

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Kamehameha Schools

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Oct 1, 2025 @ 06:52 AM

Name: 

Angela Melody Young

Email: 

Alohadivinedesign@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Cares

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Oct 1, 2025 @ 07:45 AM



Testimony: 

Support. Please add chinatown into community.



 

 

October 1, 2025 

Honolulu City Council  
Honolulu Hale 
Hearing: October 1, 2025  

RE: Bill 51 – Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District – Support 

Chair Waters and Council Members, 

The United Chinese Society of Hawai‘i (“UCS”) supports the intent of Bill 
51 to establish a Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District (“BID”). 
UCS’ member organizations and leaders include a number of landowners and 
tenants within the proposed BID, and our Society Hall (42 N. King Street) is 
situated adjacent to the west-end of the BID boundaries along Nuuanu Street. 

The proposed Downtown Honolulu BID will facilitate the presence of 
supplementary services that promote a safe and clean environment. By 
establishing a non-profit organization, our downtown landowners and businesses 
will be able to collaborate and utilize shared services: (1) security presence to 
enhance public safety; (2) public maintenance crews to clean our streets, rights-
of-way, and landscapes: and (3) community events that promote local businesses 
and retail commerce.  UCS is hopeful that the proposed Downtown Honolulu BID 
will also provide ancillary benefits to the surrounding area, including Chinatown, 
and our many UCS organizations that share a presence in the Honolulu urban core 
over multiple generations.  

While UCS acknowledges that the mandatory BID fee assessment may 
negatively impact small businesses and retail tenants in the area, many of our 
member organizations are small non-profits and village societies that own 
property in the area. UCS hopes that the eventual BID board will be inclusive of 
all entities that will contribute to the fee assessment, including those with limited 
financial capacity.    

2025 Officers 

Ivy Yeung 
President 
Robert Yu  
President-Elect 
Peter Ma 
1st Vice President 
Cy Feng 
2nd Vice President 
Wendy Mow 
Treasurer 
Edna Wong 
Assistant Treasurer 
Lori Kam 
Secretary 
Mona Choy 
Immediate Past President 

Trustees 

Michael Han Chan 
Gifford Chang 
Jamie Chang 
Jeffrey Chang 
Kendrick Chang 
Brandon Chong 
Suzanne Chun Oakland 
Jill Fukumoto 
Joseph Hu 
Lani Kwong 
Peggy Luu 
Peter Shi 
Tony Shi 
Robert Wong 

United Chinese Society of Hawaii 

42 N. King Street, Honolulu, HI 96817   Office: (808) 536-4621 
E-mail: ucsofhi@gmail.com     v Website:  ucsofhawaii.com 

 

Established 1884 



UCS appreciates this effort to promote a clean, safe, and vibrant 
environment in downtown Honolulu. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Ivy Yeung 
President 
United Chinese Society of Hawai‘i 

About the United Chinese Society of Hawai‘i:  The United Chinese Society of Hawai‘i, 
established in 1884, is the premier and leading Chinese organization in the State of Hawai‘i 
representing a network of well-over one hundred Chinese societies, clubs, and organizations.  
UCS is a non-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the State of Hawai‘i and the 
United States of America, whose primary purpose is to provide community service for the 
general health and welfare of the citizens and to promote friendly relations among the Chinese in 
Hawai‘i, the United States of America, and internationally. 



Kendrick S. Chang  
chang.kendrick@hotmail.com 

(808) 627-2758 
96825 
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October 1, 2025  
SENT VIA ONLINE SUBMISSION   
Honolulu City Council  
Honolulu Hale 
Hearing: October 1, 2025 
 

RE:  Bill 51 – Testimony In Support of the Downtown Honolulu Business 
Improvement District         

 
Aloha Chair Waters and Councilmembers:  
 

I write in support of Bill 51 to establish a Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement 

District (“BID”) through the expansion of the current Fort Street Mall BID.1  

 

My paternal family shares an active presence in Fort Street Mall2 and has been involved 

in various Chinatown3 community affairs for over five generations.  The proposed Downtown 

Honolulu BID is necessary to revitalize retail commercial activity and address the neighborhood 

needs of Downtown Honolulu office workers and residents.  By establishing a nonprofit 

association funded and managed by area commercial landowners, the BID will provide a variety 

of supplementary services, including (1) private security presence, (2) responsive maintenance 

crews, and (3) support various community events that will attract foot traffic to support our local 

businesses and arts & culture. These services will restore Downtown Honolulu as a vibrant 

economic and community hub. Also, the rendered services through the Downtown Honolulu BID 

will also benefit neighboring communities across urban Honolulu and Chinatown.   

 

The Downtown Honolulu BID will enable responsive supplementary services that can 

promptly address right-of-way and neighborhood needs without relying on City resources.  The 

BID board structure will also appropriately represent the perspectives of landowners, 

commercial tenants, and government stakeholders throughout Downtown Honolulu.  The 

Downtown Honolulu BID will empower stakeholders to collectively take ownership of our urban 

district rights-of-way and promote a safe, clean, and welcoming environment for everyone.  

 

Based on the foregoing reasons, I respectfully ask that Bill 51 be advanced to the 
Mayor’s Office for final approval. Thank you for your consideration.    

       
      All the best,  
       
 

       Kendrick S. Chang 

 
1  This testimony is being submitted in my personal capacity.   
 
2 1111 FSM Partners and former Chang Chock Hing Company.   
 
3  United Chinese Society of Hawaii, Mun Lun School, Oo Syak Gee Lu Society, and Lum Sai Ho Tong. 



Testimony of 
Pacific Resource Partnership 

Honorable Members of the Honolulu City Council 
Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2025 

Subject: Testimony in Strong Support of Bill 51 (2025), CD1, to amend 
Improvement District No. 2 and create a new superceding district to be known as 
the "Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District" or the "Downtown 
Honolulu BID." 

Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Tupola, and esteemed members of the council: 

Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP), representing the 6,000 members of the Hawaii 
Regional Council of Carpenters and approximately 250 independent signatory 
contractors statewide, submits this testimony in strong support of Bill 51 (2025), CD1, to 
expand the Fort Street Mall Special Improvement District No. 2 into the "Downtown 
Honolulu Business Improvement District (Downtown Honolulu BID)." 

As a longtime occupant of the Alakea Corporate Tower, PRP recognizes the pressing 
challenges facing Downtown Honolulu, particularly in light of the Honolulu Police 
Department's current shortage of over 400 officers, a number expected to increase with 
upcoming retirements. This deficit significantly impacts public safety in high-traffic areas 
like Downtown Honolulu. 

The Downtown Honolulu BID will help address this gap by providing supplemental 
security services, such as safety officers, to enhance protection for businesses, 
residents, and visitors. Recent incidents, such as this summer's acid attack in 
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(Continued From Page 1) 

Chinatown, highlight the urgent need for these measures to deter crime and foster a 
safer environment. 

Beyond safety, the Downtown Honolulu BID will deliver maintenance crews, 
landscaping, lighting, and signage improvements, creating a cleaner, more vibrant 
community. Modeled after the successful Waikiki Business Improvement District, these 
enhancements will bolster Downtown Honolulu's economic and cultural vitality. The 
reasonable and equitably apportioned fees ensure that landowners contribute fairly to 
these critical improvements, making the BID a sustainable solution. 

Additionally, the initial five-year term of the Downtown Honolulu BID provides a clear 
opportunity for the City Council, businesses, and residents to assess the initiative's 
success in revitalizing the area and addressing safety concerns. This defined period 
allows for evaluation and refinement to ensure the BID meets the community's needs 
effectively. 

PRP strongly urges the Honolulu City Council to approve Bill 51 (2025), CD1, on its 
third and final reading to support the ongoing revitalization of Downtown Honolulu and 
address critical safety needs. 

Mahalo for your consideration of this vital legislation. 

Sincer 

Ai. rew Pereira 

Director of Public Affairs 
Pacific Resource Partnership 
1100 Alakea Street, 4th Floor 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone: (808) 528-5557 
Email: apereira@prp-hawaii.com  
Website: www.prp-hawaii.com   

THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP 1,4L,AL :C11,,I 1,01(10P51, 
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October 1, 2025 

To:  The Honorable Tommy Waters, Chair 
  The Honorable Andria Tupola, Vice Chair 
  Members of the Honolulu City Council 
 
Re: In Strong Support of Bill 51(2025) CD2 – Downtown Honolulu Business 

Improvement District No. 2. 

Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Tupola, and Members of the Council: 

The Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, representing over 6,000 hardworking men and 
women across the islands, submits this testimony in strong support of Bill 51 (2025) CD2, which 
amends the Fort Street Mall Special Improvement District and establishes the Downtown 
Honolulu Business Improvement District No. 2.  

This measure is more than a name change from the old Fort Street Mall district — it’s a 
comprehensive reinvestment in our city’s core. With updated boundaries that cover the 
broader downtown area, Bill 51 ensures that the resources and responsibility for keeping 
Honolulu’s central business district clean, safe, and welcoming are shared by those who directly 
benefit from it. 
 
The plan commits $1.9 million in the first year toward visible, tangible improvements: 
 
Information & Safety Officers who patrol seven days a week to deter crime, support HPD, and 
connect people in need with services. Maintenance Crews dedicated to keeping sidewalks 
clean, removing graffiti, landscaping public spaces, and improving the pedestrian experience. 
Supplemental investments in lighting, signage, and landscaping that will make downtown more 
attractive and secure. 
 
Importantly, the BID is self-funded by commercial property assessments, not residents or 
taxpayers outside the district. It supplements, not replaces, the City’s basic services, while also 
giving downtown landowners more representation on the governing board to ensure 
accountability. 



 
Bill 51 is a smart, balanced investment in the economic heart of Honolulu. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support. 
 
Mark Anthony Clemente 
Government Relations 
Hawaiʻi Regional Council of Carpenters 



Housing Hawaii’s Future 
PO Box 3043 

Honolulu, HI 96802-3043 
 

October 1, 2025 
 
TO: Chair Waters and Members of the Honolulu City Council 
  
RE: Bill 51, CD2, Relating to the Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District  

 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future is a movement led by young residents fighting to create 
opportunities for Hawai‘i’s next generations by ending the workforce housing shortage. 
Our organization supports affordable, workforce housing in mixed-use areas with 
existing development and infrastructure, including major transportation routes, 
shopping centers, and even Downtown Honolulu.   
 
We support Bill 51, CD2, a measure to expand the boundaries of the existing Fort 
Street Mall Business Improvement District (BID) to establish the Downtown Honolulu 
Business Improvement District.  
 
Personally, we’ve seen how quiet Downtown Honolulu grows in the evening hours of 
the weekday and most hours of the weekend. It is tragic that more of O‘ahu’s young 
people fail to utilize this community as a gathering place. While efforts are being 
made to re-invigorate this area, the lack of a strong mechanism for gathering 
businesses, community members, and general members of the public together 
prevents meaningful action.  
 
A Downtown Honolulu BID is the answer. It will promote a liveable, walkable 
Downtown Honolulu for O‘ahu’s residents. At Housing Hawai‘i’s Future, we envision 
that this community will especially benefit many of O‘ahu’s young workers. 
 
Let’s revitalize Downtown Honolulu for Hawai‘i’s future. Let’s pass Bill 51, CD2.  
 
Aloha, 
 

 
Lee Wang​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Perry Arrasmith 
Executive Director​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Director of Policy 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
lee@hawaiisfuture.org        ​ ​ ​ ​ perry@hawaiisfuture.org  
 

hawaiisfuture.org 
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Committee on Zoning and Planning 
 

Time: 10:00 AM 
Date:  October 1, 2025 
Where: Honolulu Hale, City Council Chamber

 
TESTIMONY 

Walter Thoemmes 
Managing Director - Planning, Industry and Development, ʻĀina Pauahi 

 
RE: Bill 51, CD2 (2025), Relating to Improvement Districts 
 
Aloha e nā Luna Hoʻomalu Waters, nā Hope Luna Hoʻomalu Tupola, a me nā lālā o 'Aha Kūkā. 
 
Kamehameha Schools offers our support for Bill 51, CD2 (2025) which establishes the Downtown 
Honolulu Business Improvement District No. 2 (BID).  
 
We mahalo Councilmember Tyler Dos Santos-Tam for introducing this bill, which supports the input of 
the Revitalize Downtown Honolulu working group, of which the councilmember engaged for their 
thoughtful, community-centered approach in shaping the plan. 
 
As stewards of ʻāina and committed partners in the revitalization of urban Honolulu, we recognize the 
importance of collective investment in the health and vibrancy of our communities. The expansion of the 
Downtown Honolulu BID represents a timely step toward creating a cleaner, safer, and more welcoming 
downtown, ensuring a place where local businesses can thrive, residents and workers feel secure, and 
culture can be celebrated in everyday spaces. 
 
This effort aligns with our kuleana to uplift community and steward our ʻāina in a way that generates 
positive social, cultural, environmental, and economic impact. We look forward to continued 
collaboration with the City and County of Honolulu and fellow landowners to ensure that the Downtown 
Honolulu BID delivers meaningful, measurable benefits for the people of Hawai‘i. 
 
Founded in 1887 by the legacy of Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop, Kamehameha Schools (KS) is a 
private, educational, charitable trust committed to improving the capability and well-being of Native 
Hawaiian people through education. KS envisions a thriving lāhui where learners, grounded in Christian 
and Hawaiian values, grow into ʻōiwi leaders who inspire and contribute to their communities, both 
locally and globally. 


