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Testimony: 

**Subject:** Aloha Kākoʻo: Support Bill 39 CD1 – Accelerate Affordable Rentals with Safe Piping! Kingdom Call for Ohana 

Housing 

 

E Kuʻu Poʻo Kumu, Chair Tommy Waters, a me nā Lālā o ka Honolulu City Council, 

 

As Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire, HRM – Kanaka Maoli warrior, United States Air Force Veteran (2E2, Indo-PACOM), 

descendant of King Kekaulike and the Paki royal lineage, and Chairman of the Ohana Unity Party (forged in 2025 to 

reclaim Hawaiian self-determination, smash corporate corruption, and steward our ʻāina) – I rise in strong support of Bill 

39 (2025), CD1, allowing alternate fire-rated piping in affordable rentals, on the October 1, 2025, full Council agenda. This 

cuts ~$5K/unit costs (DTA 2020), speeding 10K rentals for �60% AMI ohana (Strategic Plan; Honolulu.gov 1/16/25). Yet, 

mandate humidity-safe materials. E kākoʻo me ka pono – vote YES for safe housing! 

 

Bill 39 amends ROH §32-3.2(c), permitting non-noncombustible piping in non-heavy timber projects with separate 

systems, complying with Chapters 16/20. It retains one/two-hour ratings, building on Act 39 incentives (HHFDC 2019; Star-

Advertiser 1/30/24). Amid 50K-unit shortage (UHERO 2025) and 15% cost spikes, this accelerates builds (Bill 1's 1,100 units; 

Honolulu.gov 5/6/21). Builders cheer (Hawaiʻi Assoc., HPR 5/28/25), but IAFF flags risks (September 10 testimony). Our 

party demands safety for maoli families. 

 

I champion this bill with these mana-fueled reasons: 

 

1. **Affordable Homes Now**: Saves $5K-10K/unit (DTA 2020), enabling 10K rentals (Strategic Plan) for working ohana. 

 

2. **Incentive Synergy**: Complements Act 39 bonuses (HHFDC), countering inflation (15% hikes; Star-Advertiser 1/30/24). 

 

3. **Fire Safety Intact**: Upholds IBC/IFC (Chapters 16/20), with one/two-hour walls/doors. 

 

4. **Equity for Maoli**: Targets �60% AMI, tying to Bill 34 tiers and UHERO Tracker (Honolulu.gov 1/16/25). 

 

5. **Safety Amendments**: Require humidity-resistant piping, annual tests, OHA site input. Address IAFF concerns (HPR 

5/28/25). 

 

E nā hoa aloha, pass Bill 39 with safeguards for pono builds. Join our weekly X Spaces (@Ohanaunityparty) for kākou’s 

voice. Mahalo nui – e ola mau ka Mokupuni! 



 

In sovereign aloha and unbreakable ohana unity, e kuʻi ka heluhelu! 

Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire, HRM 

Kingdom of The Hawaiian Islands, H.I. 

Ohana Unity Party, Chairman 

www.Ohanaunityparty.com 

OhanaUnityChair@gmail.com 

 

Facebook @Keiki'okalani 

Instagram @Ohanaunityparty 

IG @Legendarybillionaire 

X @Ohanaunityparty 

X @AmericanpartyOG 

 

Support The Channel, Like, Subscribe, Donate – Ignite the Revolution! 

YouTube Channel @PikachuBillionaire 

https://www.youtube.com/@pikachubillionaire 

Venmo @Presidentbillionaire 

CashApp $ShelbyBillionaire 

BTC Wallet 1sRfKDphW18hojoyTQVy9qQVSUtQgahYwj
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Housing Hawaii’s Future 
PO Box 3043 

Honolulu, HI 96802-3043 
 

October 1, 2025 
 
TO: Chair Waters and Members of the Honolulu City Council 
  
RE: Bill 39, CD1, Relating to the Bill 7 Affordable Rental Housing Program 

 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future is a movement led by young residents fighting to create 
opportunities for Hawai‘i’s next generations by ending the workforce housing shortage. 
 
We support Bill 39, CD1, a measure to strengthen the ‘Bill 7’ (Ordinance 19-8) 
affordable rental housing program by amending fire-resistance rated construction and 
requirements for projects to conform with the City Fire Code. 
 
At first glance, the measure is seemingly minor and technical. However, it carries 
real-world consequences for contemporary Bill 7 projects. One home developer 
estimates that the failure to permit Bill 7 projects to fall under the rules of the Fire 
Code results in an added cost of over $2,000 per unit.  
 
The Mayor’s 2025-2028 Strategic Housing Plan finds that the “high costs of 
construction labor, materials, and land make it difficult to build new housing that is 
affordable to middle-income households.”1 While many lower-income housing projects 
rely on the Low-Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) administered by the State of 
Hawai‘i Housing Finance and Development Corporation (HHFDC), many Bill 7 projects 
do not. This is why such minor and technical fixes like Bill 39 are critical to bring the 
cost of Bill 7 projects under control for potential renters–and residents. 
 
Let’s lower housing costs for residents, strengthen the Bill 7 program, and advance 
Bill 39, CD1.  
 
Aloha, 
 

 
Lee Wang​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Perry Arrasmith 
Executive Director​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Director of Policy 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
lee@hawaiisfuture.org        ​ ​ ​ ​ perry@hawaiisfuture.org  
 

1 See P. 16, https://www.honolulu.gov/dhlm/housing-plan/  

hawaiisfuture.org 
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HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL 
HONOLULU HALE 

10:00 AM 
  

October 1, 2025 
 
  

Subject:        BILL 39 - RELATING TO AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING 
  
Chair Waters, Vice Chair Tupola, and members of the Council:: 

My name is Roseann Freitas, CEO of the Building Industry Association of Hawaii (BIA-Hawaii). Chartered 
in 1955, the Building Industry Association of Hawaii is a professional trade organization affiliated with the 
National Association of Home Builders, representing the building industry and its associates. BIA-Hawaii 
takes a leadership role in unifying and promoting the interests of the industry to enhance the quality of life 
for the people of Hawaii. Our members build the communities we all call home. 

The Building Industry Association of Hawaii (BIA-Hawaii) respectfully submits the following testimony in 
support of Bill 39 (2025), which amends fire-resistance rated construction requirements for affordable 
rental housing projects by clarifying that all domestic water and fire sprinkler piping must be made of 
noncombustible material, except as allowed by the City Fire Code. 

Bill 39 helps streamline compliance while prioritizing safety, ultimately allowing more projects to move 
forward in a timely and cost-effective manner. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide our comments on this matter. 


