HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL

KE KANIHELA O KE KALANA O HONOLULU No. 25 - 21 9

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

RESOLUTION

REAFFIRMING THE CITY COUNCIL'S SUPPORT FOR THE PROTECTION AND
PRESERVATION OF CLEAN WATER AND PUBLIC HEALTH.

WHEREAS, on January 13, 2014, a reported 27,000 gallons of jet fuel were
released from the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility ("Red Hill Facility"); and

WHEREAS, in response to the jet fuel spill, the United States Environmental
Protection Agency and the Hawai‘i Department of Health entered into the 2015 Red Hill
Administrative Order on Consent with the United States Navy and the Defense Logistics
Agency requiring the undertaking of actions to address accidental fuel releases, protect
human health, and preserve the environment; and

WHEREAS, on May 6, 2021, a reported 19,000 gallons of jet fuel were spilled
from the Red Hill Facility, and on November 20, 2021, a reported 14,000 gallons of a
water-jet fuel mixture were spilled into the Red Hill Facility tunnel system, onto soil
located outside of the Red Hill Facility, into the Red Hill drinking water shaft, and into
the groundwater aquifer; and

WHEREAS, on March 7, 2022, the U.S. Secretary of Defense issued a
memorandum directing the defueling and permanent closure of the Red Hill Bulk Fuel
Storage Facility; and

WHEREAS, on May 9, 2023, officials of the State of Hawai'i and City and County
of Honolulu, including Governor Josh Green, Mayor Rick Blangiardi, Senate President
Ronald D. Kouchi, Speaker Scott K. Saiki, Council Chair Tommy Waters, and other
agency leaders, signed the Unified Statement on Red Hill, calling for the closure of the
Red Hill Facility and a long-term proactive approach to aquifer remediation; and

WHEREAS, following the signing of the Unified Statement on Red Hill, the Red
Hill Water Alliance Initiative (WALI), a working group, was convened to research, consult
with experts, and develop a comprehensive plan to serve as a blueprint and living
document outlining the necessary steps to clean up Red Hill and remediate the aquifer:
and

WHEREAS, in March 2024, the Joint Task Force-Red Hill successfully completed
the defueling of the Red Hill Facility, removing approximately 104 million gallons of fuel
from its underground tanks, thereby ending the immediate threat of further fuel releases
and advancing the process of permanent closure of the Red Hill Facility; and
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the 2015 Red Hill Administrative Order on Consent, now marking its
tenth anniversary, has served as a framework for environmental investigation into the
fuel spills and groundwater protection, with the goal of safeguarding Hawai‘i's
groundwater resources,; and

WHEREAS, clean and pure water is essential to the health, safety, and cultural
heritage of the people of Hawai'‘i, and its protection is not only a matter of public health
and environmental stewardship, but also a sacred kuleana (responsibility) rooted in
Native Hawaiian values and traditions, where wai (water) is a life-giving force essential
to the cultural heritage of the islands; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu ("Council”)
that it reaffirms its strong and ongoing support for the May 9, 2023, Unified Statement
on Red Hill and the efforts of the Red Hill Water Alliance Initiative and stands with our
community to demand access to clean, safe water — now and for generations to
come; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council urges the U.S. Navy to act with
full transparency and accountability as it continues to work to restore our water
resources, remediate environmental harm, and ensure the long-term protection of this
vital natural resource for our community; and
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RESOLUTION

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to each
member of Hawai'i's Congressional delegation, the Governor of the State of Hawai'i, the
Director of the Hawai‘i Department of Health, the Chairperson of the Board of Land and
Natural Resources, the Chairperson of the Commission on Water Resource
Management of the Department of Land and Natural Resources, the President of the
Hawai‘i Senate, the Speaker of the Hawai'i House of Representatives, the Secretary of
the United States Navy, the Commander of the United States Indo-Pacific Command,
the Commander of the United States Pacific Fleet, the Chapter Director for the Sierra
Club of Hawai'‘i, the Chair of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees, the Chair
of the Board of Directors of the Honolulu Board of Water Supply, and the Manager and
Chief Engineer of the Honolulu Board of Water Supply.

v

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

SEP 25 03

Honolulu, Hawai'i Councilmembers
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONOLULU, HAWAIIL

CERTIFICATE
RESOLUTION 25-279

Introduced: 09/25/25 By: TOMMY WATERS Committee: COUNCIL (CCL)

Title: REAFFIRMING THE CITY COUNCIL'S SUPPORT FOR THE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF CLEAN WATER
) AND PUBLIC HEALTH.

Voting Legend: * = Aye w/Reservations

09/25/25 INTRO Introduced.

10/01/25 CCL Adopted.

8 AYES: CORDERO, DOS SANTOS-TAM, KIA'AINA, NISHIMOTO, OKIMOTO,
TULBA, WATERS, WEYER

1 ABSENT: TUPOLA

I hereby certify that the above is a true record of action by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu on this

RESOLUTION.
/summ

GLEN L. TAKAHABHI, CITY CLERK TOMMY WATERS, CHAIR AND PRESIDING OFFICER




