
HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL
KE KANIHELA 0 KE KALANA 0 HONOLULU No. 25 - 2 7 5
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

RESOLUTION

RELATING TO THE INCLUSION OF A PROPOSAL IN THE 2026 HAWAIi STATE
ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE TO FUND ENFORCEMENT
OF AND PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS ON GUN VIOLENCE PROTECTIVE
ORDERS.

WHEREAS, the Hawai’i State Association of Counties (“HSAC”) is composed of
the members of all four county councils of the State of Hawai’i (“State”); and

WHEREAS, each year, HSAC considers, adopts, and transmits legislative
priorities to the Hawai’i State Legislature (“Legislature”) for consideration; and

WHEREAS, gun violence is a leading cause of premature and preventable death
in the United States, accounting for more than 46,000 gun-related deaths in 2023,
including gun suicides that account for the majority of gun deaths in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, although Hawai’i has one of the lowest rates of gun deaths and has
some of the strongest gun safety laws in the country, gun violence costs the State over
$900 million each year; and

WHEREAS, based on statistics from 2019 to 2023, the United States Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention estimates that approximately 65 percent of gun deaths
in Hawai’i are the result of gun suicides, with 28 percent attributed to gun homicides;
and

WHEREAS, in recent highly publicized mass shootings across the country, law
enforcement or family members noticed that the shooter exhibited dangerous warning
signs or threatening behavior prior to the act, but had few tools to take preventative
action, such as preventing the shooter from acquiring a gun or having the shooter’s gun
confiscated; and

WHEREAS, red flag laws, which have been enacted in 21 states, allow for
preventative action through de-escalation of emergency situations and quick
intervention through a court order by temporarily prohibiting a person who poses a
significant danger to themselves or others from purchasing a gun or temporarily
confiscating a gun that they already own; and
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WHEREAS, in 2019, the Legislature passed its own red flag law, known as the
gun violence protective order law, through Senate Bill 1466, SD2, HD2 (“SB 1466 SD2
HD2”), enacted as Act 150, Session Laws of Hawaii 2019, which allows a law
enforcement officer, family or household member, medical professional, educator, or
colleague to obtain a gun violence protective order to prevent such a person from
accessing guns and ammunition (Section 134-7(f), Hawaii Revised Statutes, already
authorized the confiscation of a gun under certain circumstances); and

WHEREAS, State court records reflect that since the inception of the State’s red
flag law in 2020, only 10 gun violence protective order petitions have been filed; and

WHEREAS, while court cases nationwide show that red flag petitions are more
likely to be granted when filed by law enforcement officers, the Honolulu Police
Department (“HPD”) and the County of Kaua’i Police Department have not filed any
petitions since 2020, with the HPD instead opting to refer people for mental health
evaluations; and

WHEREAS, the infrequent use of the State’s gun violence protective order law
has been blamed on a lack of training and awareness of the law and the stigma
surrounding mental health, as the HPD has also cited lack of staff training and difficulty
in accessing publicly available information on filing such petitions; and

WHEREAS, during the 2025 legislative session, the Legislature considered but
did not pass House Bill 664, HD1, SD2, which, among other things, would have
established an Office of Gun Violence Prevention within the State Department of Law
Enforcement to conduct public awareness campaigns and create a gun violence
prevention special fund to fund community-based gun violence intervention initiatives;
and

WHEREAS, at committee hearings on SB 1466 SD2 HD2, the State Judiciary
testified that additional funding would be needed to effectuate the purpose of the State’s
gun violence protective order law due to staffing requirements for the following tasks:
providing petitioners assistance with filing the petition, reviewing and processing
petitions, facilitating court hearings, and completing mandatory reporting requirements;
and

WHEREAS, the City Council (“Council”) finds that low public awareness of the
State’s gun violence protective order law and a lack of funding for enforcement of the
law hinder its use as a valuable gun violence intervention and prevention tool, especially
as the State has seen an increase in gun-related suicides since 2020; and
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HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL
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RESOLUTION

No. 25275

WHEREAS, the Council believes that promoting public education, awareness,
and community training; improving public access to information about gun violence
protective orders; and providing requisite funding for appropriate enforcement thereof
will further protect public health and safety; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
hereby approves for inclusion in the 2026 Hawai’i State Association of Counties
legislative package, proposed legislation to appropriate funds for public awareness
campaigns on the State’s gun violence protective order law and for enforcement of the
law, attached hereto as Exhibit A; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the
President of the Hawai’i State Association of Counties.

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

SEP2L, 2025
CouncilmembersHonolulu, Hawai’i
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EXHIBIT A



.B. NO.

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

1 SECTION 1. The legislature finds that gun violence in the

2 United States is on the rise and is among the leading causes of

3 premature and preventable death in the United States. The

4 legislature finds that while Hawaii has one of the strongest gun

5 safety laws and one of the lowest rates of gun deaths in the

6 nation, the State is not immune to a rising incidence of gun

7 violence, including gun homicides and gun suicides.

8 The legislature finds that Act 150, Session Laws of Hawaii

9 2019 (Act 150), establishes a preventative gun violence

10 protective order law that authorizes a law enforcement officer,

11 family or household member, medical professional, educator, or

12 colleague to petition a court to temporarily prevent or remove

13 an individual’s access to firearms if the individual poses a

14 danger to themselves or others. Act 150 requires county police

15 departments to take temporary custody of any and all firearms
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1 and ammunition for safekeeping from an individual that is the

2 subject of a gun violence protective order.

3 The legislature additionally finds that since the

4 implementation of Act 150, the use and effectiveness of the law

5 will be greatly improved through sufficient funding for

6 community-based gun violence intervention initiatives to allow

7 State and county law enforcement agencies and stakeholders to

8 conduct public awareness campaigns and improve public access to

9 information through educational and informational opportunities

10 for Hawaii residents on the use of gun violence protective

11 orders.

12 The legislature finds that State and county law enforcement

13 agencies are uniquely positioned to provide community outreach

14 and community-based gun violence intervention initiatives.

15 Training on gun violence protective orders is necessary to

16 assist county police departments in taking preventative action

17 by assessing whether a gun violence protective order or a

18 referral to mental health resources is appropriate for a person

19 exhibiting warning signs or threatening behavior who is at risk

20 of committing gun violence.
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1 safety, intervention, and prevention through gun

2 violence protective order laws and recognizing the

3 rights of individuals to take action to protect

4 themselves and others from situations that may

5 escalate or result in gun violence.

6 SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general

7 revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $ or so

8 much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2026-2027 to

9 carry out the purposes of this Act, for staffing and

10 administrative costs, including the hiring of personnel, to

11 effectuate enforcement of gun violence protective orders in

12 accordance with part IV of chapter 134, Hawaii Revised Statutes.

13 The sum appropriated shall be expended by the judiciary.

14 SECTION 3. There is appropriated out of the general

15 revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $ or so

16 much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2026-2027 to

17 carry out the purposes of this Act, to conduct community-based

18 gun violence intervention initiatives, including public

19 awareness campaigns on gun violence protective orders.

20 The sum appropriated shall be expended by the department of

21 law enforcement.
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1 SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.

2

3 INTRODUCED BY:

________________________
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Report Title:
Gun Violence Protective Orders; Public Awareness Campaigns;
Appropriation

Description:
Appropriates funds to the Judiciary for the enforcement of gun
violence protective orders. Appropriates funds to the
Department of Law Enforcement to conduct public awareness
campaigns on gun violence protective orders. Takes effect
7/1/2026.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII

Introduced: 09/24/25 By: TOMMY WATERS

CERTIFICATE

Committee: COUNCIL (CCL)

RESOLUTION 25-275

RELATING TO THE INCLUSION OF A PROPOSAL IN THE 2026 HAWAI’I STATE ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE TO FUND ENFORCEMENT OF AND PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS ON GUN VIOLENCE
PROTECTIVE ORDERS.

I hereby certify that the above is a true record of action by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu on this
RESOLUTION.

CITY CLERK TOMMY WATERS, CHAIR AND PRESIDING OFFICER

Title:

Voting Legend: * = Aye w/Reservations

09/24/25 INTRO Introduced.

10/01/25 CCL Adopted.

8 AYES: CORDERO, DOS SANTOS-TAM, KIA’AINA, NISHIMOTO, OKIMOTO,
TULBA, WATERS, WEYER

1 ABSENT: TUPOLA


