HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL

KE KANIHELA O KE KALANA O HONOLULU No. _25-27¢4

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

RESOLUTION

RELATING TO THE INCLUSION OF A PROPOSAL IN THE 2026 HAWAI'l STATE
ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS
TO ALLOW GUN BUYBACK EVENTS TO BE HELD IN EACH COUNTY AT LEAST
TWICE A YEAR.

WHEREAS, the Hawai'i State Association of Counties ("HSAC") is composed of
the members of all four county councils of the State of Hawai'i ("State"); and

WHEREAS, each year, HSAC considers, adopts, and transmits legislative
priorities to the Hawai'i State Legislature for consideration; and

WHEREAS, violence involving firearms in the United States presents a persistent
societal ill; and

WHEREAS, Hawai‘i has long been a leader in protecting the public from the
serious risks of firearms and gun violence by implementing commonsense policies
designed to protect the State's residents and communities; and

WHEREAS, the State gun buyback program offers residents a safe way to
dispose of unwanted or unlawful firearms, including automatic firearms, semi-automatic
rifles, and unregulated, unserialized "ghost guns"; and

WHEREAS, the program offers participants up to $200 in Foodland Farms gift
cards in exchange for each firearm and allows the firearm owner to remain anonymous;
and

WHEREAS, the program's goal is to allow law enforcement officers to properly
dispose of the weapons and to reduce the number of firearms in the State that could be
used for criminal activities; and

WHEREAS, in April 2025, a gun buyback event on the island of O‘ahu collected
an estimated 367 firearms of all types in exchange for $37,900 in Foodland gift cards
distributed by the State Department of Law Enforcement; and

WHEREAS, in August 2025, the Honolulu Police Department, in partnership with
the State Department of Law Enforcement, collected 83 firearms, including five

unregistered ghost guns and 11 replica guns, and distributed 79 gift cards valued at
$100 each; and
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City Council believes that the gun buyback program helps
reduce firearm-related assaults and suicides and gun-related accidents involving
children and that gun buyback events should be held in each county at least twice a
year; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
hereby approves for inclusion in the 2026 Hawai'i State Association of Counties
legislative package, proposed legislation to appropriate funds to allow gun buyback
events to be held in each county at least twice a year, attached hereto as Exhibit A; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the
President of the Hawai'‘i State Association of Counties.

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

SEP 24 2025

Honolulu, Hawai'i Councilmembers
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A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO FIREARMS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that the State's gun
buyback program offers residents a safe way to dispose of
unwanted or unlawful firearms, including automatic firearms;
semi-automatic rifles; and unregulated, unserialized "ghost
guns." The program offers participants up to $200 in Foodland
Farms gift cards in exchange for each firearm and allows the
firearm owner to remain anonymous. The program's goal is to
allow law enforcement officers to properly dispose of the
weapons and to reduce the number of firearms in the State that
could be used for criminal activities. In April 2025, a gun
buyback event on the island of Oahu collected an estimated three
hundred sixty-seven firearms of all types in exchange for
$37,900 in Foodland gift cards distributed by the department of
law enforcement; and in August 2025, the Honolulu police
department, in partnership with the department of law
enforcement, collected eighty-three firearms, including five

unregistered ghost guns and eleven replica guns, and distributed
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seventy-nine gift cards valued at $100 each. The program also
offers free gun locks to help support the safe storage of guns
in the home. The legislature believes that the gun buyback
program helps reduce firearm-related assaults and suicides, and
gun-related accidents involving children.

Accordingly, the purpose of this Act is to appropriate
funds to the department of law enforcement for the establishment
of a gun buyback program to enable gun buyback events to be held
in each county of the State at least twice a year.

SECTION 2. There is appropriated out of the general
revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of §$ or so
much thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2026-2027 to
establish and implement a gun buyback program to encourage the
voluntary surrender of firearms in the State; provided that gun
buyback events shall be held in each of the four counties at
least twice a year.

The sum appropriated shall be expended by the department of
law enforcement for the purposes of this Act.

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.

INTRODUCED BY:




Report Title:
DLE; Gun Buyback; Appropriation

Description:

Appropriates funds to the Department of Law Enforcement for the
establishment and implementation of a State Gun Buyback Program.
Takes effect 7/1/2026.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.



CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONOLULU, HAWAII

CERTIFICATE
RESOLUTION 25-274

Introduced: 09/24/25 By: TOMMY WATERS Committee: COUNCIL (CCL)

RELATING TO THE INCLUSION OF A PROPOSAL IN THE 2026 HAWAI'T STATE ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
Title: LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO ALLOW GUN BUYBACK EVENTS TO BE HELD IN EACH
COUNTY AT LEAST TWICE A YEAR.

Voting Legend: * = Aye w/Reservations
09/24/25 INTRO Introduced.
10/01/25 cCL Adopted.

8 AYES: CORDERO, DOS SANTOS-TAM, KIA'/AINA, NISHIMOTO, OKIMOTO,
TULBA, WATERS, WEYER

1 ABSENT: TUPOLA

I hereby certify that the above is a true record of action by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu on this

RESOLUTION.
, M

GLEN Q\‘@HI, CITY CLERK TOMMY WATERS, CHAIR AND PRESIDING OFFICER




