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Name: 

Sandra Pohl

Email: 

executivedirector@downtownarthi.org

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Downtown Art Center

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 21, 2025 @ 11:56 AM

Testimony: 

My name is Sandra Pohl and i am the Executive Director of the Downtown Art Center. 

 

Our nonprofit has used the power of art and culture to revitalize the area for over 20 years. In our efforts, We have been 

fighting the perception that downtown Chinatown is dirty and not safe. People come for our planned collaborative 

activities. Our event s were successful but they did not change the overall negative perception of the area. 

 

I strongly support bill 151 to expand fort st mall business improvement district 

 

This  organizes and aligns stakeholders to include the city, landowners, corporations, retailers, bars and restaurants to 

work together and use resources more effectively. 

 

We can become the most interesting destination for Oahu. 

 

The landowners can pay to have the streets cleaned and hire security 

 

The security guards now hired by the landowners  are most effective in keeping safety first as they respond immediately. 

There presence on the mall and driving around the area exudes a feeling  of safety. They are experienced former police 

officers who have that professionalism and knowledge that brings security to a higher level. They are worth the funds. 

 

When peoplexfeel safer, more interesting businesses will want to open new and interesting businesses. The total impact 

will be the development of an organically developed sense of place.  We will move from a vacant to a more vibrant 

destination. 

 

In our opinion this is a win for everyone doing what they do best to revitalize downtown Chinatown and diversifying our 

economic development and creative tourism strategy. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to speak and to be heard 

 

Sandra Pohl 

Executive Director 

Downtown Art Center

Name: Email: Zip: 



Andrew Pereira apereira@prp-hawaii.com 96813

Representing: 

Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP)

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 22, 2025 @ 12:19 PM

Name: 

Scott Kuioka

Email: 

skuioka@islandinsurance.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Island Insurance Companies

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 22, 2025 @ 02:10 PM

Name: 

Kevin Crummy

Email: 

kcrummy@douglasemmett.com

Zip: 

90401-1889

Representing: 

Douglas Emmett

Position: 

Oppose

Submitted: 

Sep 22, 2025 @ 03:34 PM

Name: 

Anna Chung

Email: 

atifi@protonmail.com

Zip: 

96914

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 22, 2025 @ 04:11 PM

Testimony: 

My name is ‘Anna’ Ann Chung and I would like to submit testimony in strong support of Bill 051(25) to include Downtown 

into the current Fort Street Mall BID thereby significantly increasing its participating businesses and stakeholders. 

As a founder and owner of businesses from investment management servicing to health and wellness products, 

domestically and internationally, it is always recognizable where business owners feel good about placing their offices and 

/ or storefronts.  I am also the business manager for an LLC that owns among other properties the Podmore Building at 

202 Merchant Street. 

We all need positive places to do business, park, dine and overall support one another to grow and innovate. 

We are not at all alone in trying to effect placemaking initiatives as from California to New York and overseas!, measures 

are being executed (some as we know thru BIDs). 

Please pass this Bill so that we can have a framework - supported by our fine City and State - to do the hard and smart 

work needed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anna Chung

Name: 

Colleen Milbury

Email: 

cmilbury@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 22, 2025 @ 04:18 PM

Testimony: 

As a resident, I am in full support of Bill 51 Business Improvement District for downtown Honolulu. Downtown needs a 



comprehensive plan to improve the area. Homelessness has gotten better in recent years but it still a problem. Losing 

Walgreens, then both Longs, Walmart, and Ross has made life a lot more inconvenient. People that don't live downtown 

don't come here due to feeling unsafe (and cleanliness is an issue ). Tourists don't want to come for these reasons as well. 

Parking is also an issue, we need more parking options that are affordable.

Name: 

Kelly Ueoka

Email: 

kelly.ueoka@pacxa.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Pacxa

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 22, 2025 @ 05:08 PM

Name: 

Westley Starnes

Email: 

westleys@avalonhi.com

Zip: 

96814

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 22, 2025 @ 06:15 PM

Name: 

Jacob Wiencek

Email: 

jacob.m.wiencek@pm.me

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 22, 2025 @ 07:19 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha Committee Members, 

 

I am glad to see Bill 51 continue to advance through our legislative process and get closer to the finish line. A business 

improvement district can contribute significantly to community health and welfare. The Waikiki BID is a perfect example of 

what can go right when we leverage private sector initiative with government support. Let's let the same happen in 

Downtown! 

 

I strongly urge the Committee to SUPPORT this bill!

Name: 

Ray Vara

Email: 

michael.robinson@hawaiipacifichealth.org

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Hawaii Pacific Health

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 22, 2025 @ 08:08 PM

Name: 

Curt Nakamura

Email: 

curtn@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96822

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 23, 2025 @ 08:18 AM

Name: Email: Zip: 



Walter Thoemmes misakata@ksbe.edu 96813

Representing: 

Kamehameha Schools

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 23, 2025 @ 08:39 AM

Name: 

Angela Melody Young

Email: 

Alohadivinedesign@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

CARES

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 23, 2025 @ 09:24 AM

Testimony: 

CARES testifies in support and wishes to request Chinatown to be in the business improvement zone.

Name: 

Kekoa McClellan

Email: 

kekoa@themcclellangroup.com

Zip: 

96782

Representing: 

The Diocese of Honolulu

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Sep 23, 2025 @ 09:52 AM

Name: 

Jamie Barboza

Email: 

j.barboza@secureparkinghi.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Sep 23, 2025 @ 12:36 PM



Testimony of 
Pacific Resource Partnership 

Honorable Members of the Honolulu City Council, Committee on Planning and Zoning 
Tuesday, Sept. 23, 2025 

Subject: Testimony in Strong Support of Bill 51 (2025), CD1, to amend 
Improvement District No. 2 and create a new superceding district to be known as 
the "Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District" or the "Downtown 
Honolulu BID." 

Aloha Chair Kia'aina, Vice Chair Waters, and esteemed members of the committee: 

Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP), representing the 6,000 members of the Hawaii 
Regional Council of Carpenters and approximately 250 independent signatory 
contractors statewide, submits this testimony in strong support of Bill 51 (2025). 

This bill proposes expanding the Fort Street Mall Special Improvement District No. 2 
into the "Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District (Downtown Honolulu BID)," 
a critical step toward enhancing the safety and vitality of our downtown community. 

As a longtime occupant of the Alakea Corporate Tower, PRP is acutely aware of the 
challenges facing Downtown Honolulu, especially when you consider the Honolulu 
Police Department's current deficit of over 400 officers — a number expected to grow 
with impending retirements by year's end. This significant shortfall strains the 
department's ability to ensure public safety, especially in high-traffic areas like 
Downtown Honolulu. While the Downtown Honolulu BID will not fully address this deficit, 
it will play a vital role in bridging the gap by providing supplemental security services, 
such as safety officers, to enhance protection for businesses, residents, and visitors. 

RESOURCZ 

THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP WWW.PPP-HAWAII.COM  
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(Continued From Page 1) 

These additional resources are particularly crucial following incidents like this summer's 
acid attack in Chinatown, which underscore the urgent need for enhanced safety 
measures to deter crime and foster a secure environment. 

In addition to bolstering safety, the Downtown Honolulu BID will provide maintenance 
crews, landscaping, lighting, and signage improvements, creating a cleaner and more 
vibrant community. These enhancements, modeled after the successful Waikiki 
Business Improvement District, will support Downtown Honolulu's economic and cultural 
vitality. 

The reasonable and equitably apportioned fees ensure that landowners contribute fairly 
to these critical improvements, making the BID a sustainable solution for our 
community. 

PRP urges the Committee on Zoning and Planning to approve Bill 51 to support the 
ongoing revitalization of Downtown Honolulu and address pressing safety needs 
considering the police officer shortage. 

Mahalo for your consideration of this important legislation. 

Director of Public Affairs 
Pacific Resource Partnership 
1100 Alakea Street, 4th Floor 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone: (808) 528-5557 
Email: apereira@prp-hawaii.com  
Website: www.prp-hawaii.com   

PRP 
THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP P.:,OuKI .0.012.1 



[INSERT LETTERHEAD] 

Zoning & Planning Committee Chair Kiaʻāina and Vice Chair Waters 

RE: Testimony in Support of Bill 51 Relating to Improvement Districts 
 
HEARING DATE: Monday, July 28th, 2025 
 
Aloha Chair Kiaʻāina, Vice Chair Waters, and members of the committee,  
 
As a business leader in Downtown Honolulu, I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of Bill 51. Bill 
51 establishes a Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District (“BID”) that will provide 
supplementary services to the district including safety officers, custodial services, and maintenance 
personnel in the public rights-of-way.  The Downtown neighborhood is in jeopardy and has 
experienced a decline in safety, security, and cleanliness over the last few years, in large part from 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  This has resulted in a wave of retail store closures and 
depressed office occupancy, among other impacts, which will only continue to get worse unless 
community action is taken. 
 
The BID will provide services that are imperative to address the state of the neighborhood. 
Information & Safety Officers will enhance the sense of security and deter undesirable activities 
by actively patrolling the district, especially in the evening hours. Simultaneously, maintenance 
crews will ensure a consistently clean and attractive pedestrian environment, taking on tasks such 
as power-washing, street-sweeps, litter pickup, and graffiti removal to reverse the current 
insanitary experience on the public sidewalks and thoroughfares.  
 
The BID also creates a fair and distributed funding mechanism for the services whereby all 
commercial landowners participate through an assessment on their property, rather than relying on 
City services for support. Governance of the BID will be by the landowners, lessees, businesses in 
the district to ensure the BID is representing the mission of the constituents it serves. 
 
Downtown Honolulu is a diverse neighborhood consisting of office, residential, government, 
retail, university, hospitality, “mom-and-pop”, the arts, museums, and historic properties totaling 
approximately $2.5 billion in tax assessed value.  It is far too important of a district for Oʻahu and 
the State of Hawaiʻi to be left neglected.  Please help us protect and support Downtown Honolulu 
by passing Bill 51. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Scott Kuioka 
President 
Island Insurance Companies 



 

 

 

 
Douglas Emmett Management, LLC 

1299 Ocean Avenue, Suite 1000, Santa Monica, California 90401 

Telephone 310.255.7700   

 

September 22, 2025 

Honorable Chair Esther Kiaʻaina and Members of the Committee on Zoning & Planning  

530 South King Street  

Honolulu, HI 96813  

RE: Opposition to the Fort Street Mall BID Expansion (Bill 51) 

Dear Chair Kiaʻaina and Esteemed Committee Members, 

I am writing on behalf of Douglas Emmett to express our continued reservations 

regarding Bill 51. Many of the Bill’s proponents, who testified before the City Council, 

believe that an expanded Business Improvement District (BID) will help alleviate safety 

issues and homelessness in downtown Honolulu. However, the existing BID has been in 

place for over 20 years and has been unable to solve these same problems on Fort Street 

Mall. Therefore, we do not believe that expanding the BID will result in different 

outcomes. 

We do believe that meaningful reductions in homelessness and crime require the 

expertise and authority of government-led homelessness prevention services and the 

Honolulu Police Department. A BID alone simply cannot solve these complex social 

issues. 

Douglas Emmett recognizes and appreciates the positive intentions of the bill's 

proponents, as we all share the common goal of creating a cleaner, safer, and more 

vibrant downtown. However, we would encourage the proponents to first revamp the 

existing BID before undertaking an expansion. 

Thank you for your time and service to Honolulu 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin A. Crummy 

Chief Investment Officer 
 



 

 

1000 Bishop Street, Suite 701 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
info@pacxa.com | www.pacxa.com 
P: 808-585-0444 | F: 808-537-9300 

Zoning & Planning Committee Chair Kiaʻāina and Vice Chair Waters 

RE: Testimony in Support of Bill 51 Relating to Improvement Districts 
 
HEARING DATE: Monday, July 28th, 2025 
 
Aloha Chair Kiaʻāina, Vice Chair Waters, and members of the committee,  
 
As a tenant of Cade Schutte Building in Downtown Honolulu, I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of Bill 
51. Bill 51 establishes a Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District (“BID”) that will provide 
supplementary services to the district including safety officers, custodial services, and maintenance 
personnel in the public rights-of-way.  The Downtown neighborhood is in jeopardy and has experienced a 
decline in safety, security, and cleanliness over the last few years, in large part from the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  This has resulted in a wave of retail store closures and depressed office occupancy, 
among other impacts, which will only continue to get worse unless community action is taken. 
 
The BID will provide services that are imperative to address the state of the neighborhood. Information & 
Safety Officers will enhance the sense of security and deter undesirable activities by actively patrolling the 
district, especially in the evening hours. Simultaneously, maintenance crews will ensure a consistently clean 
and attractive pedestrian environment, taking on tasks such as power-washing, street-sweeps, litter pickup, 
and graffiti removal to reverse the current insanitary experience on the public sidewalks and thoroughfares.  
 
The BID also creates a fair and distributed funding mechanism for the services whereby all commercial 
landowners participate through an assessment on their property, rather than relying on City services for 
support. Governance of the BID will be by the landowners, lessees, and businesses in the district to ensure 
the BID is representing the mission of the constituents it serves. 
 
Downtown Honolulu is a diverse neighborhood consisting of office, residential, government, retail, 
university, hospitality, “mom-and-pop”, the arts, museums, and historic properties totaling approximately 
$2.5 billion in tax assessed value.  It is far too important of a district for Oʻahu and the State of Hawaiʻi to 
be left neglected.  Please help us protect and support Downtown Honolulu by passing Bill 51. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly J. Ueoka 
Pacxa, President 
Downtown Honolulu Tenant  

 
 



Zoning & Planning Committee Chair Kiaʻāina and Vice Chair Waters 

RE: Testimony in Support of Bill 51 Relating to Improvement Districts 

HEARING DATE: Monday, July 28th, 2025 

Aloha Chair Kiaʻāina, Vice Chair Waters, and members of the committee, 

As a young professional who works and frequently utilizes Downtown Honolulu, I am writing to 
express my strong support for Bill 51. This legislation establishing the Downtown Honolulu 
Business Improvement District No. 2 as an expansion of the Fort Street Mall Business 
Improvement District, is crucial for fostering a dynamic, safe, and appealing urban core that 
attracts and retains young talent and vibrant communities. For our generation, a thriving 
downtown is key to Honolulu’s future as a desirable place to live, learn, and grow a career. Bill 
51 creates opportunity for a unified approach to address challenges and is a crucial step toward 
resolving the issues currently facing Downtown. 

The proposed Downtown Honolulu BID directly addresses key elements that contribute to a 
modern, livable city center. The expansion of the BID is exciting and stands to bring a lot of 
benefits to the area. The BID’s efforts to maintain and upgrade the area to create better spaces for 
the public will foster a stronger sense of community, making Downtown a more connected and 
supportive place to live. Security, sanitation, and maintenance projects will create inviting public 
spaces for residents to enjoy, contributing to a cleaner, safer, and more attractive environment. 
Coordinated marketing campaigns will draw people to the area to see the change that is 
happening. With centralized management, the BID will achieve improved outcomes and 
strengthened capacity for addressing a broader spectrum of local challenges. 

For young professionals, a vibrant and well-maintained downtown offers opportunity for 
networking, leisure, and cultural enrichment. By ensuring a consistently enjoyable environment, 
Bill 51 will help Downtown Honolulu fulfill its potential as a hub of innovation, culture, and 
community for the next generation. These efforts will contribute to significantly enhancing the 
quality of life for residents and create a more vibrant and thriving environment for businesses.  

I respectfully urge you to approve Bill 51. Doing so will create an opportunity to significantly 
enhance the quality of life for workers, residents, students and influence a more vibrant, thriving 
environment for businesses. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Westley Starnes  



 
 

 
     

 
 

Hawai‘i Pacific Health  |  55 Merchant Street  |  Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

Honolulu City Council 
Zoning & Planning Committee  

 
DATE:   September 23, 2025 
 
RE:   Testimony in Support of Bill 51 Relating to Improvement Districts 
 
To: Chair Kiaʻāina, Vice Chair Waters and members of the committee,  
 
From: Ray Vara, President and CEO 
 
As a tenant with more than 300 employees in Harbor Court, 55 Merchant Street in Downtown Honolulu, I 
am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of Bill 51. Bill 51 establishes a Downtown Honolulu Business 
Improvement District (“BID”) that will provide supplementary services to the district including safety 
officers, custodial services, and maintenance personnel in the public rights-of-way.  The Downtown 
neighborhood is in jeopardy and has experienced a decline in safety, security, and cleanliness over the 
last few years, in large part from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  This has resulted in a wave of 
retail store closures and depressed office occupancy, among other impacts, which will only continue to 
get worse unless community action is taken. 
 
The BID will provide services that are imperative to address the state of the neighborhood. Information & 
Safety Officers will enhance the sense of security and deter undesirable activities by actively patrolling 
the district, especially in the evening hours. Simultaneously, maintenance crews will ensure a consistently 
clean and attractive pedestrian environment, taking on tasks such as power-washing, street-sweeps, litter 
pickup, and graffiti removal to reverse the current unsanitary experience on the public sidewalks and 
thoroughfares.  
 
The BID also creates a fair and distributed funding mechanism for the services whereby all commercial 
landowners participate through an assessment on their property, rather than relying on City services for 
support. Governance of the BID will be by the landowners, lessees, and businesses in the district to 
ensure the BID is representing the mission of the constituents it serves. 
 
Downtown Honolulu is a diverse neighborhood consisting of office, residential, government, retail, 
university, hospitality, “mom-and-pop”, the arts, museums, and historic properties totaling approximately 
$2.5 billion in tax assessed value.  It is far too important of a district for Oʻahu and the State of Hawaiʻi to 
be left neglected.  Please help us protect and support Downtown Honolulu by passing Bill 51. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of this important measure.   
 
 
 



Zoning & Planning Committee Chair Kiaāina and Vice Chair Waters

RE: Testimony in Support of Bill 51 Relating to Improvement Districts

HEARING DATE: Tuesday, September 23rd, 2025

Aloha Chair Kiaāina, Vice Chair Waters, and members of the committee,

As a manager of a property here in Downtown Honolulu, I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT

of Bill 51. Bill 51 establishes a Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District (“BID”)

that  will  provide supplementary services to the district  including safety officers,  custodial

services, and maintenance personnel in the public rights-of-way.  The Downtown neighborhood

is in jeopardy and has experienced a decline in safety, security, and cleanliness over the last few

years, in large part from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  This has resulted in a wave of

retail store closures and depressed office occupancy, among other impacts, which will only

continue to get worse unless community action is taken.

The BID will provide services that are imperative to address the state of the neighborhood.

Information & Safety Officers will enhance the sense of security and deter undesirable activities

by actively patrolling the district, especially in the evening hours. Simultaneously, maintenance

crews will ensure a consistently clean and attractive pedestrian environment, taking on tasks such

as power-washing,  street-sweeps,  litter  pickup,  and graffiti  removal  to  reverse the current

insanitary experience on the public  sidewalks and thoroughfares.

The BID also creates a fair and distributed funding mechanism for the services whereby all

commercial landowners participate through an assessment on their property, rather than relying

on  City  services  for  support.  Governance  of  the  BID will  be  by  the  landowners,  lessees,

businesses in the district to ensure the BID is representing the mission of the constituents it

serves.

Downtown Honolulu is a diverse neighborhood consisting of office, residential, government,

retail, university, hospitality, “mom-and-pop”, the arts, museums, and historic properties totaling

approximately $2.5 billion in tax assessed value.  It is far too important of a district for Oahu and

the State of Hawaii to be left neglected.  Please help us protect and support Downtown Honolulu

by passing Bill 51.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

Curt Nakamura



	Committee on Zoning and Planning

Time:1:00 PM

Date: September 23, 2025

Where:Honolulu Hale, City Council Chamber

TESTIMONY

Walter Thoemmes

Managing Director - Planning, Industry and Development, Āina Pauahi

RE: Bill 51, CD2 (2025), Relating to Improvement Districts

	Aloha e nā Luna Hoomalu Kiaāina, nā Hope Luna Hoomalu Waters, a me nā lālā o ke Kōmike.

Kamehameha Schools offers our support for Bill 51, CD2 (2025) which establishes the Downtown

Honolulu Business Improvement District No. 2 (BID).

We mahalo Councilmember Tyler Dos Santos-Tam for introducing this bill, which supports the input of

the Revitalize Downtown Honolulu working group, of which the councilmember engaged for their

thoughtful, community-centered approach in shaping the plan.

As stewards of āina and committed partners in the revitalization of urban Honolulu, we recognize the

importance of collective investment in the health and vibrancy of our communities. The expansion of the

Downtown Honolulu BID represents a timely step toward creating a cleaner, safer, and more welcoming

downtown, ensuring a place where local businesses can thrive, residents and workers feel secure, and

culture can be celebrated in everyday spaces.

This effort aligns with our kuleana to uplift community and steward our āina in a way that generates

positive social, cultural, environmental, and economic impact. We look forward to continued

collaboration with the 	City and County of Honolulu and fellow landowners to ensure that the Downtown

Honolulu BID delivers meaningful, measurable benefits for the people of 	Hawai‘i.

Founded in 1887 by the legacy of Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop, Kamehameha Schools (KS) is a

private, educational, charitable trust committed to improving the capability and well-being of Native

Hawaiian people through education. KS envisions a thriving lāhui where learners, grounded in Christian

and Hawaiian values, grow into ōiwi leaders who inspire and contribute to their communities, both locally

and globally.



 
 

TESTIMONY OF THE DIOCESE OF HONOLULU 
 
COMMENTS ON BILL 51 (2025), CD1, RELATING TO IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS, 
REQUESTING AMENDMENTS 
 
TO:​ ​ The Honorable Esther Kiaʻāina, Chair 

And, The Honorable Members of the Committee on Zoning & 
Planning 

 
FROM:​​ Kekoa McClellan on behalf of The Most Reverend Larry Silva 

Bishop of The Diocese of Honolulu 
 
DATE: ​September 23, 2025 

Aloha Chair Kiaʻāina, Committee Vice-Chair & Council Chair Waters, and Honorable 
Members of the Committee, 

On behalf of the Roman Catholic Church in the State of Hawaii, the Diocese of Honolulu 
offers these comments on BILL 51 (2025), CD1, RELATING TO IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICTS. 

The Mission of the Diocese of Honolulu 

The Diocese of Honolulu has been an integral part of the Hawaiian community for nearly 
two centuries. Just as Saint Damien and Saint Marianne ministered to the hungry, 
homeless, despairing, lost, and forgotten here in Hawaii, so today the Catholics of the 
Diocese of Honolulu continue to reach out to everyone regardless of where they are in 
their journey of life. We do this through our 66 parishes and 23 mission churches, our 
schools, and our extensive social and healthcare services across six islands. Hawaii 
Catholics walk with all as brothers and sisters, together in our struggles and our 
triumphs, while facing a future not yet written. Through the gospel of love, we invite all 
to come and know the incredible, infinite love of Jesus Christ. As Bishop Larry Silva 
stated in the Diocesan Road Map, ours is "a diocese like no other." 

Our Historic Presence and Investment in the District 

Our connection to the very land this improvement district seeks to enhance is deep and 
foundational to our history in Hawaii. The first Catholic missionaries arrived here on July 
7, 1827. In 1828, they established our mother church, the Cathedral Basilica of Our 

 



 

Lady of Peace, in the heart of what is now downtown Honolulu. For 182 years, the 
Cathedral has stood as a beacon of faith, a sanctuary for peace, a place of worship for 
the community, and a registered National Historic Landmark. 

The Diocese maintains a significant footprint in the proposed improvement 
district. Our properties include: 

●​ The Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace and the adjacent Diocesan offices at 
the Mauka end of Fort Street Mall. 

●​ The Kamiano Center, located at 1155 and 1159 Fort Street. 
●​ All of the land, in Fee, under the Century Square building on Bishop Street (ground 

lease expires 2044). 
●​ Fifty percent of the land, in Fee, under the Finance Factors building (ground lease 

expires 2039). 
●​ The Fort Street Mini Park, pending Land Court approval. 

Furthermore, we are making an incredible investment that will benefit the entire district. 
The Diocese and its parishioners are funding an ongoing $25 million historic restoration 
of the Cathedral Basilica. This great expense will ensure the Cathedral remains an 
architectural, cultural, and community gem for all who live, work, and visit downtown 
Honolulu. 

Comments on BILL 51 (2025), CD1 

We support the intent of BILL 51 to revitalize the downtown district. A safe, clean, and 
vibrant environment benefits everyone. While we seek inclusion in the improvement 
district, we have significant concerns about the financial impact a mandatory 
assessment would have on our non-profit, faith-based organization. 

Our resources are funded by charitable contributions and are directed toward our 
mission: spiritual ministry, education, and social services. The rationale for an 
exemption or reduced rate is clear: the Cathedral has been an anchor of this community 
for nearly two centuries, providing an architectural, historic, cultural, and spiritual 
ministry that adds real, tangible value to the other members of the proposed district. 
This contribution is unique and goes above and beyond the economic benefit derived 
from the district's important work. A substantial assessment would divert critical funds 
from our charitable works and place a significant burden on our congregation. 

Requested Amendments 

To ensure the improvement district achieves its goals without placing an undue burden 
on historic, non-profit institutions that provide a clear public benefit, we respectfully 
request the following amendments to BILL 51: 

1.​ Exemption Based on Non-Profit Mission Use: We request an exemption from the 
fees, or a substantial reduction, for any parcel where 51% or more of the parcel's 

www.TheMcClellanGroup.com 
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function directly supports the mission, administration, and ministry of a Non-Profit 
organization registered as such in the State of Hawaii. 

2.​ Exemption for Legacy Non-Profit Landowners: We propose an exemption, or a 
substantial reduction, for landowners who are non-profit organizations organized in 
the State of Hawaii and whose contiguous ownership of a property at the time of 
the implementation of the district exceeds 50 years. This would grandfather in 
legacy non-profit owners who have long served as stewards of their properties and 
the community. 

3.​ Representation on the Governing Board: We request that the bill mandate the 
inclusion of at least one representative from the non-profit and/or faith-based 
community on the board that governs the improvement district to ensure our 
perspectives are considered. 

Conclusion 

The Diocese of Honolulu is a committed partner in the betterment of our community. 
We wish to work collaboratively to enhance the downtown area. We believe that with 
these reasonable amendments, BILL 51 can proceed in a manner that is fair and 
equitable, protecting the legacy of service that organizations like ours provide. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration of this testimony.  I will be available for your 
committee’s questions on this measure. 
 
Me ka ha‘aha‘a, 
 

 
Kekoa McClellan on behalf of the Roman Catholic Church in Hawai‘i 
Principal, The McClellan Group 
Kekoa@themcclellangroup.com 
1.808.393.7937 
 

www.TheMcClellanGroup.com 
Curating Knowledge Based Solutions That Work For you 



WRITTEN TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF BILL 51 

To: The Honorable Esther Kai’aina, Chair and Members of the Zoning and Planning Committee 

From: 

Jamie Barboza 

1212 Nuuanu Avenue #407 

Honolulu, HI 96817 

Date: September 22, 2025 

Subject: Testimony in Strong Support of Bill 51 

Relating to Public Safety and Health in Urban Core Areas 

Chair Kiaʻāina, Vice Chair Waters, and Honorable Members of the Committee, 

My name is Jamie Barboza, and I am a longtime resident of downtown Honolulu. I am speaking 
today to express my strong support for Bill 51. Having lived and worked in this community for 
many years, I have a deep appreciation for its history and a personal stake in its well-being. 

As residents, we see firsthand the challenges that our urban core faces. The persistent 
homeless issue has led to unsafe and unhealthy environments, creating a very unwelcoming 
atmosphere that hurts both our community and local businesses. These issues directly impact 
our quality of life and create a sense of unease for myself, my family, and my neighbors. We 
believe that a more proactive and comprehensive approach is needed to address these 
concerns effectively. 

Bill 51 represents a crucial step forward. By allocating resources for enhanced sanitation and 
security services, this legislation provides a clear framework to tackle the very problems that 
residents like myself have been contending with for years. Passing this bill will not only 
improve the aesthetics of our neighborhood but also foster a safer, more welcoming 
environment for everyone, from longtime residents to small business owners and tourists. 

I urge you to vote in favor of this bill. It is a necessary investment in the future of our 
downtown community and a testament to your commitment to the people you represent. 

Thank you for your time and for your consideration of this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jamie Barboza 


