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September 3, 2025 

Testimony of the Catholic Diocese of Honolulu 
In Support of Bill 51 — Establishment of the Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District 

Dear Chair and Members of the Honolulu City Council: 

The Catholic Diocese of Honolulu, located at the top of Fort Street Mall, writes in strong support of Bill 
51 to establish a Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District (BID). 

For over 180 years, the Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace has stood as a spiritual home and historic 
landmark in the heart of downtown Honolulu. As the oldest cathedral in continuous use in the United 
States, it has welcomed generations of parishioners, visitors, and neighbors. Yet, in recent years, we have 
felt the negative effects of neglect and decline in our downtown core. The vitality of Fort Street Mall and 
the surrounding district is directly tied to the wellbeing of our parish community, our ministries, and the 
broader neighborhood. 

The Fort Street BID, established in 2002, has provided significant benefits—security, clean-up, weekly 
farmers' markets, and cultural events. These efforts have made Fort Street Mall safer and more 
welcoming. However, its reach has been limited. Expanding these proven initiatives into a broader 
Downtown Honolulu BID, stretching from Nteuanu to Richards Street, is both a natural and necessary 
step. 

Bill 51 represents an opportunity to honor our past while ensuring the future vitality of our community. 
Strengthening downtown means protecting its historic and spiritual landmarks, supporting small 
businesses, welcoming visitors, and ensuring that residents and families feel safe and connected. The 
Cathedral and Diocese have seen firsthand the challenges when these needs are not met. 

We commend the property owners who have already stepped forward in support and are willing to fund 
this expanded effort. Their commitment demonstrates a shared belief that a strong, clean, and safe 
downtown is essential to the cultural and economic future of Honolulu. 

We respectfully urge the Council to pass Bill 51. Together, we can ensure that Downtown Honolulu 
thrives as a place of safety, commerce, history, and community for generations to come. 

With gratitude for your leadership, 

Respectfully submitted, 
Da ra Perreira, MBA, PHR 
Director of Human Resources 
dperreira@rcchawaii.org  
On behalf of the Catholic Diocese of Honolulu 
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