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To:    The Honorable Tommy Waters, Chair & Presiding Officer 
   The Honorable Andria Tupola, Vice Chair 

Honolulu City Council  

From:    Kiersten Faulkner 
   Executive Director, Historic Hawai‘i Foundation 

Hearing Date:  Wednesday, September 3, 2025 
   10:00 a.m. 
   Honolulu Hale, City Council Chamber 

Subject:  Resolution 25-237 Confirming the Appointment of Katharine Stephens 
O‘ahu Historic Preservation Commission  

On behalf of Historic Hawai‘i Foundation (HHF), I am writing in support for confirming the appointment 
of Katharine Stephens to serve on the O‘ahu Historic Preservation Commission for a term to end in June 
2030. 

The purpose of the O‘ahu Historic Preservation Commission is to establish a means by which the City & 
County of Honolulu can formulate and implement a comprehensive program for the identification and 
preservation of historic and cultural resources on O‘ahu. The composition of the OHPC is required to 
include professionally qualified members in the fields of archaeology, architecture, history and planning, as 
well as knowledge of traditional Hawaiian society and culture. The commissioners shall have professional, 
educational or work experience to identify, protect, preserve and restore historic properties. 

Ms. Stephens is imminently qualified for this position. Her experience and knowledge in historic 
architecture and design is well known. Katie is an Associate Principal and Historic Architect at AHL 
(Architects Hawai‘i Ltd.). She holds a Master of Architecture and a Graduate Certificate in Historic 
Preservation from University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa and a Bachelor of Science in Architectural Engineering 
from University of Colorado at Boulder.  

Ms. Stephens currently is a member of Historic Hawai‘i Foundation’s Board of Trustees. She previously 
served two terms on the State of Hawai‘i Historic Places Review Board, appointed by the Governor and 
confirmed by the Senate in 2017 and 2020. During her tenure on the State board, she served as Chair and 
consistently displayed an even temperament and a calming influence in difficult or controversial situations. 
She is respectful of others, treating them with dignity and courtesy. I believe that her calm demeanor will be 
an asset as the Commission engages with members of the public and those with an interest in the effects of 
proposed actions on historic and cultural resources.  

For these reasons, Historic Hawai‘i Foundation supports Resolution 25-237 confirming Katie Stephens to 
serve on the O‘ahu Historic Preservation Commission. 


