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Testimony: 

I am writing in support of Mahealani Cypher’s reappointment to serve on the Oʻahu Historic Preservation Commission of 

the City and County of Honolulu. Mahealani is an active community member with a wealth of knowledge about Hawaiian 

history and culture. She actively works to protect resources and wahi pana (sacred/historic places), and always shares 

moʻoleo (cultural stories), history, and understandings of community spaces. She is or has been a member of the 

Koʻolaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club, Koʻolau Foundation, Heʻeia National Estuary Research Reserve, Haʻiku Valley Sustainable 

Stewardship Program, Kawaʻewaʻe Cultural Preserve, Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs, and more. She is a treasured 

kūpuna and I am honored to support her.



 

 

September 3, 2025 

The Honorable Tommy Waters, Chair 
and Members of the Honolulu City Council 
530 South King Street, Room 202 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 

Re: Support for the Reappointment of Aunty Mahealani Cypher to the Oʻahu Historic Preservation 
Commission 

Aloha Chair Waters and Councilmembers, 

As Pelekikena (President) of Ke One O Kākuhihewa, the Oʻahu Council of the Association of Hawaiian 
Civic Clubs, I am writing in strong support of the reappointment of Aunty Mahealani Cypher to serve on 
the Oʻahu Historic Preservation Commission. 

I have had the privilege of working alongside Aunty Mahealani for more than a decade within the 
Hawaiian Civic Club movement. In that time, I have witnessed her steadfast commitment to preserving 
and uplifting our Hawaiian history, culture, and traditions. She brings expertise in historic preservation, 
deep community connections across our island, and a passion for ensuring that future generations may 
continue to know and honor the stories of our kupuna and wahi pana. 

Her long record of leadership within our civic club movement, including service as president of the 
Koʻolaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club and as a former president of Ke One O Kākuhihewa, speaks to her 
credibility, wisdom, and ability to bring people together for the greater good. Beyond her professional and 
volunteer accomplishments, what sets Aunty Mahealani apart is her aloha for community and her 
tireless dedication to protecting Hawaiʻi’s cultural resources. 

I urge you to confirm her reappointment so that she may continue to provide the City and County of 
Honolulu with her guidance, experience, and leadership in this vital work. 

Mahalo nui for your consideration. 

 

Jacob Aki 
President, Ke One O Kākuhihewa 
Oʻahu Council – Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs 
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To:    The Honorable Tommy Waters, Chair & Presiding Officer 
   The Honorable Andria Tupola, Vice Chair 

Honolulu City Council  

From:    Kiersten Faulkner 
   Executive Director, Historic Hawai‘i Foundation 

Hearing Date:  Wednesday, September 3, 2025 
   10:00 a.m. 
   Honolulu Hale, City Council Chamber 

Subject:  Resolution 25-238 Confirming the Reappointment of Māhealani Cypher 
O‘ahu Historic Preservation Commission  

On behalf of Historic Hawai‘i Foundation (HHF), I am writing in strong support for confirming the 
reappointment of Māhealani Cypher to serve on the O‘ahu Historic Preservation Commission for a term to 
end in June 2030. 

The purpose of the O‘ahu Historic Preservation Commission is to establish a means by which the City & 
County of Honolulu can formulate and implement a comprehensive program for the identification and 
preservation of historic and cultural resources on O‘ahu.  

Ms. Cypher’s commitment to the O‘ahu Historic Preservation Commission is undeniable. As one of the 
inaugural appointees to the Commission, she has helped to set its vision and mission, provides leadership in 
developing the administrative rules and setting the tenor for the City and County of Honolulu’s preservation 
program.  Ms. Cypher was a key member of the working group, along with now-Commission Chair 
Kehaunani Abad, that helped with technical review and recommendations that led to the passage of the 
O‘ahu Historic Preservation Commission in 2021.  

Māhealani’s deep knowledge of Hawaiian places, historic significance and preservation practices makes her a 
thoughtful, knowledgeable and skilled member of the commission. She has been involved in community 
planning efforts for wahi pana, wahi kūpuna and wahi kapu for decades, integrating traditional and 
customary practices with contemporary frameworks to ensure that cultural resources and historic properties 
are considered in community development proposals and stewardship efforts. 

Her impact and example for others is evident through the long list of awards she has received, including 
Historic Hawai‘i Foundation’s Frank Haines Award for Lifetime Achievement in Historic Preservation 
(2019).  

We are grateful to Ms. Cypher for her willingness to continue to serve, to provide mentorship and an 
example of civic leadership for others in the community, and for bringing her knowledge and passion for 
preservation to the benefit of the City’s commission. We strongly support her confirmation. 



Subj:  Letter of Support for Mahealani Cypher for reappointment to serve on the
Oahu Historic Preservation Commission of the City and County of Honolulu

     I am honored to write in strong support of Mahealani Cypher. I also write on behalf of
the kuleana that Mahealani has represented so well as a past member of this
commission.

Historic preservation is more than policy—it is the very fabric of who we are and where
we have been. It also guides the vision of who we aspire to be as a community.
Mahealani embodies this understanding and has consistently brought both courage and
wisdom to the work of preservation.

She has the guts to make tough decisions, and the wisdom to see all perspectives. For
that, I am deeply proud that she represents me and our community in this endeavor.

It is with my strongest and most personal recommendation that I support Mahealani
Cypher’s continuation.

With respect,

Maurice “Mo” Radke

Distinguished Kamaāina of Koolaupoko
Chair, Kāneohe Neighborhood Board
Former Member, Kāneohe Bay Regional Council
Former Member, City Council Haikū Stairs Task Force
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