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August 21, 2025 

Honolulu City Council  

Committee on Zoning & Planning  

Honolulu Hale  

 

RE: Clean Water and Natural Lands Fund Program – Support  

Aloha e Chair Kia‘aina, Vice Chair Waters, and Committee Members:  

Livable Hawaii Kai Hui dba Livable Maunalua Hui (“LMH”) affirms its 

strong support of the Clean Water and Natural Lands Program (“CWNL”). LMH 

is grateful for the funding opportunities and collaborative support provided by the 

current Administration and the Department of Housing and Land Management 

Conservation Office staff. 

Since 2004, LMH has been serving the Maunalua community to uphold 

the integrity of the East Honolulu Sustainable Communities Plan. We have 

accomplished our mission through the successful acquisition of the Hāwea 

Heiau and Keawawa Wetland Complex in 2014 and the Ka Iwi Mauka lands in 

2017. Both purchases came to fruition because we successfully received 

funding appropriations from CWNL: $500,000 for Hāwea Heiau and Keawawa 

Wetland Complex and $2.5 million for the Ka Iwi Mauka lands.  

Currently, LMH is in the process of transferring the lower subdivision 

portion of Paiko Ridge to nonprofit partner Kupaʻāina o Kuli’ou’ou, which is being 

fully funded through a $1.7 million grant appropriation from CWNL. Throughout 

the course of this current project and ongoing conservation easement 

engagements, the current Department of Housing and Land Management 

Conservation Office staff have been very supportive of our efforts. The current 

Deputy Director and staff administrators have taken the time to visit our lands 

and referred various potential stewardship opportunities for our consideration.  

LMH extends its appreciation and continued support for the CWNL as an 

essential partner to advance our mission.   
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August	20,	2025	
	
City	&	County	Honolulu	-	City	Council	
Office	of	the	City	Clerk	
530	South	King	Street,	Room	100	
Honolulu,	HI	96813	
	
Zoning	and	Planning	Committee	
	
RE:	The	Clean	Water	and	Natural	Lands	Fund	-	Information	Briefing	
	
Aloha	Chair	Kia’āina	and	Councilmembers,	
	
The	North	Shore	Community	Land	Trust	(“NSCLT”)	strongly	supports	the	Clean	Water	and	Natural	Lands	
Funds	Program	(“CWNL”).		The	Fund	was	established	through	a	voter-approved	Charter	amendment	to	
safeguard	Oʻahu’s	most	valuable	environmental	and	cultural	resources.		In	NSCLT’s	work	to	date,	CWNL	
funding	has	proven	critical	to	success.		CWNL	is	a	vital	piece	of	the	funding	strategy	in	all	of	our	large	
conservation	transactions,	providing	needed	matching	funds	to	leverage	other	State	and	Federal	funds.	
	
Founded	in	1997,	the	NSCLT	has	raised	over	$70m	to	protect	over	4,000	acres	of	land	in	our	mission	
area.		CWNL	has	funded	3	conservation	easements	that	are	co-held	by	the	NSCLT,	protecting	498.75	acres	
across	Ko‘olauloa	–	including	coastal	areas,	wetland,	native	forest	and	culturally	significant	sites.		Lands	
conserved	using	CWNL	Fund	with	NSCLT	partnership	and	support	include:	Waimea	Valley	(Pu‘ukua),	
Turtle	Bay	Mauka	Lands,	Turtle	Bay	(Kawela	Bay)	Makai,	and	Sunset	Ranch.		

In	every	instance	our	conservation	transactions	have	proven	more	complicated	and	time	consuming	than	
a	traditional	transaction.		However,	every	conservation	success	is	well	worth	the	wait	and	effort.	

We	greatly	appreciate	the	CWNL	Commission,	staff,	and	the	City	Council	for	their	thoughtful	
consideration	and	vision.		The	NSCLT	looks	forward	to	continue	to	work	with	all	of	you	to	amplify	the	
success	of	CWNL.	

Mahalo,	

	

	

Adam	C.	Borrello														 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 																											
Executive	Director	
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August 20, 2025 

 
City and County of Honolulu – City Council 
Office of the City Clerk 

Attention: Information Section 
530 South King Street, Room 100 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Sent via website: https://hnldoc.ehawaii.gov/hnldoc/testimony 
 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the Clean Water and Natural Lands Funds Program; Committee 

on Zoning and Planning, Agenda Item 5 
 
Aloha e Chair Kiaʻāina and Councilmembers,  

 
We regret that we are not able to send a staff person to this hearing.  We previously 
scheduled an off-site strategic planning retreat for all staff on the North Shore that conflicts 

with this hearing.  Our sincere apologies.  
 
Trust for Public Land strongly supports the Clean Water and Natural Lands Funds 
Program (CWNL). This program has and continues to provide opportunities for local 

communities to protect lands that are rich in natural, cultural, archaeological and 
agricultural resources. CWNL is one of the only land acquisition funding sources available 
for the island of Oʻahu and often meets the matching funds requirement for the State 

Legacy Land Conservation Program or other federal land conservation programs.    
 
Trust for Public Land is a national land conservation organization that has been working in 

Hawaiʿi for over 50 years. Wehave protected over 77,000 acres and 54 special places 

throughout the Hawaiian Islands in partnership with community and public agencies.. Our 

Aloha ʻĀina Program protects lands that are culturally and historically important to Native 
Hawaiian communities and returns these lands to Native Hawaiian organizations for 
community and cultural stewardship. Our Sustainable Hawaiʻi Program conserves lands 

that support local food production, our forests and  native species, and clean water 
sources with the goal of improving Hawaiʻi’s self-sufficiency and food security.  
 
We have a longstanding history with the Clean Water and Natural Lands Program, from 

working on its creation through ballot measure in 2006, to partnering with the City on 10 of 
its 12 completed CWNL conservation projects including, Ka Iwi Coast Mauka Lands, 
Kukaniloko, Hāwea Heiau Complex and Keawāwa Wetlands, Hakipuʻu Loʻi Kalo, and 

Wailupe Nature Preserve just to name a few. The City’s acquisition of Conservation 
Easements, in particular, are a powerful conservation real estate tool that allows the City to 
fulfill the purposes of the fund, leverage community expertise in restoration, stewardship, 

and education, and relieves the City of the costs, staffing, liability of land ownership and 
management. 
 
We apologize that we were not able to express our support in person. TPL commends the 

CWNL Commission, staff, and the City Council for their hard work and dedication to this 
program.  
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If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me at lea.hong@tpl.org. 

 
Mahalo, 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Lea Hong 
Associate Vice President 

Hawai‘i State Director 
Edmund C. Olson Trust Fellow 
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