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August 14, 2025

The Honorable Tommy Waters
Chair and Presiding Officer

and Members
Honolulu City Council
530 South King Street, Room 202
Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813

Dear Chair Waters and Councilmembers:

Pursuant to Section 3-10.3 of the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, as
amended, I hereby reappoint, subject to confirmation by your Honorable Body,
Ms. Mahealani Cypher as a member of the O’ahu Historic Preservation Commission.
Ms. Cypher will serve a second term to expire on June 16, 2030. I would appreciate
your favorable consideration of Ms. Cypher’s reappointment and request adoption by
the City Council in the most expedient manner possible.

I have enclosed a draft resolution and Ms. Cypher’s personal information for your
review. For any general inquiries you may have regarding this reappointment, please
contact my Chief of Staff, at (808) 768-4811.

Sincerely,

Rick Blangiardi
Mayor

Enclosures

cc: Ms. Mahealani Cypher
O’ahu Historic Preservation Commission
Department of Planning and Permitting
Ethics Commission
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HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL
KE KANIHELA 0 KE KALANA 0 HONOLULU No.
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

RESOLUTION

CONFIRMING THE REAPPOINTMENT OF MAHEALANI CYPHER TO SERVE ON
THE O’AHU HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY AND COUNTY
OF HONOLULU.

WHEREAS, Section 6-1518, Revised Charter of the City and County of Honolulu
1973 (Amended 2017 Edition), as amended (“Charter”), establishes a O’ahu Historic
Preservation Commission (“Commission”) consisting of nine members; and

WHEREAS, Charter Section 6-1518 sets forth the powers, duties, and functions
of the Commission; and

WHEREAS, § 3-10.3, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, as amended
(“ROH”), establishes an Oahu Historic Preservation Commission (“Commission”)
consisting of nine members; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 3-10.3(b), the members of the Commission are
appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the Council and shall be appointed from
among professionals and persons with special interest in the following disciplines:

(1) Architecture;

(2) History;

(3) Archaeology;

(4) Planning;

(5) Architectural history;

(6) Hawaiian culture;

(7) Anthropology;
(8) Ethnography;

(9) Sociology;

Provided that the commision shall include an expert in native Hawaiian culture
issues and concerns and in archaeology. All members of the commission shall

MM-126(25)



HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL
KE KANIHELA 0 KE KALANA 0 HONOLULU No.
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

RESOLUTION

have professional, educational, or demonstrated work experience, or a
combination thereof, mt he disciplines listed in subdivisions (1) through (9).
Members also shall reflect an ethnic diverstiy to carary out the purposes of the
commission to identify, protect, preserve, and restore historic properties and
artifacts of all ethnic cultures. The mayor shall solicit lists of two or more persons,
recommended by the community and professional organ izatons, and appropriate
ethnic organizations dedicated to preserving unique cultural heritages, including
but not limited to the Cetner for Hawaiian Studies at the University of Hawaii
Manoa, the Hawaii Civic clubs, the Honolulu Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects, and others, for consideration in making commission appointments. All
commission members shall have a demonstrated interest, competence, and
knowledge in historic preservation; and

WHEREAS, Charter Section 13-103, which applies to the Commission, requires
that appointees to all City boards and commissions be registered voters of the City; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Charter Section 13-103, the members of the
Commission are appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the City Council (“Council”)
and serve for staggered five-year terms; and

WHEREAS, by Mayor’s letter, dated August 14, 2025, the Mayor has reappointed
Mahealani Cypher to the Commission; and

WHEREAS, if confirmed by the Council, Ms. Cypher will serve for a term to
expire on June 16, 2030; and

WHEREAS, the Council has reviewed Ms. Cypher’s qualifications and character
and finds that Ms. Cypher is qualified to serve on the Commission; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
confirms the appointment of Ms. Mahealani Cypher to the O’ahu Historic Preservation
Commission for a term expiring on June 16, 2030; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council expresses its gratitude and
appreciation to Ms. Cypher for her willingness to serve the City and County of Honolulu
and actively participate in city government; and



HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL
KE KANIHELA 0 KE KALANA 0 HONOLULU
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

No.

RESOLUTION

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Chair of the O’ahu Historic Preservation Commission, the Director of the
Department of Planning and Permitting, and Mahealani Cypher.

INTRODUCED BY:

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

Honolulu, Hawai’i Councilmembers



MAHEALANI CYPHER

OBJECTIVE
My objective is to use my experience, training and talent to serve our kupuna
k~ihiko, our community, and generations to come by working with Native
Hawaiian organizations, communities, individuals and others on matters
pertaining to our natural resources, our history, our culture, our waki kapu, our
wahi pana, and other issues relating to responsible community planning for
seven generations, historic preservation and the traditional and customary
practices, needs and concerns of our Native Hawaiian people and all the
people of Hawai’i nei

EXPERIENCE
December 2012-present Independent Advisor Kane’ohe, Hawai’i
Cultural Interpreter/Educator
• Historian
• Cultural consultation
• Education

201 0-2012 Independent Contractor Kane’ohe, Hawai’i
Cultural Consultant/Educator
• Dba “Native Knowledge DX”
• Cultural consultation, site interpretation
• Customized cultural tours

2003-2008 Office of the City Clerk Honolulu, Hawai’i
City Clerk
• Upgraded and modernized record-keeping and public storage and retrieval

to enhance availability and access for the public and City-wide use via
electronic/internet system

• Expanded voter services to public through broader distribution of
absentee voter application forms, increased early voting sites, and
enhanced voter education and registration programs

• Introduced department-wide programs to provide stronger successorship,
management, and customer service training for staff

• Improved health and safety of employees by converting old office
equipment to ergonomic furnishings

• Enhanced security of voter’s personal data collection by installing
department-wide security system and procedures

• Improved departmental services to the City Council through regular
feedback sessions with members
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1981-2003 Board of Water Supply Honolulu, Hawai’i
CommwzñyReiadons Officer
• Provided front-line support, 24/7, for the department in dealing with the

news media and community groups
• Served as buffer and spokesperson for the department during water

emergencies
• Provided training, when needed, to executive staff on dealing with the

news media and community groups
• Developed award-winning water conservation education programs that

served as models for other water utilities in Hawai’i
• Developed numerous new public information and community relations

programs to improve public awareness and consumer conservation
• Through an aggressive water conservation program from 1990-2000, per

capita consumption on O’ahu was reduced by almost 10%, saving the
department millions of gallons of water daily

• Worked to develop music and graphics to enhance the agency’s brand
image and enlist more consumer support

• Supervised a professional staff of information and community relations
specialists and clerical support, as well as a team of community relations
aides

• Introduced the concept of “xeriscaping” as a landscape water conservation
tool to the island community in 1989, and developed and implemented a
full-scale landscape water conservation program for the department

• Managed the Fred Ohrt Water Museum and the Halawa Xeriscape Garden
as water conservation education facilities from 1989-2003

1985-1988 KHVH Newsradio Honolulu, Hawai’i
Reporter ~/t)

• Conducted interviews and developed news stories for airing on radio news
broadcasts

• Trained new weekend reporters
• Maintained contacts with community, business and government agencies

to update current and breaking news

1983-1986 United Press International Honolulu, Hawai’i
Reporter ~/t)

• Conducted interviews and developed news articles for local, national and
international distribution

• Prepared wire stories from various news reports

• Maintained contacts with community, business and government agencies
to update current and breaking news



1977-1981 Hawaii State Legislature Honolulu, Hawai’i
Researcher, House ofRepresentathes
• Researched and developed legislation and reports on various issues of

concern to legislators and the public
• Analyzed legislation and prepared reports for Caucus
• Analyzed state budget and prepared recommended changes
• Trained researchers and volunteers

• Attended community, legislative and other government meetings on behalf
of legislators

1973-1977 Community Publications, Inc. Kane’ohe, Hawai’i
News Editor dba Sun Press Papers
• Supervised and trained staff of reporters and photographers for five

weekly community newspapers
• Conducted interviews and developed/wrote news articles and editorials
• Served as community liaison between Sun Press and island communities

at community and busines meetings

1971-1973 Unity House, Inc. Honolulu, Hawai’i
Associate Editor dba Hawaii Hotel Workers local 5

& Hawaii Teamsters Local 996
• Conducted interviews arid prepared articles for union newspapers

• Took photographs at various union activities and events

• Carried out other editorial responsibilities and assisted Editor

1969-1970 KHON TV-2 NEWS Honolulu, Hawai’i
News Writer
• Prepared news copy for late newscasts
• Conducted phone interviews and prepared news stories
• Assisted news staff w/ follow-up on needed information to update

newscasts

EDUCATION
1966-1968 University of Hawai’i-Manoa Honolulu, Hawai’i
Major —Journalism
1964-1966 Woodbury College Los Angeles, CaliE
Majors —Journalism and Business
1954-1964 St. Andrew’s Priory Honolulu, Hawai’i
College preparatory



INTERESTS
Researching ancient Hawaiian historic sites and cultural resources, reading,
working ‘with plants and people, monitoring news and public policy activities

AWARDS

Ke Ali’i Bernice Pauahi Bishop 2022 Windward Mall
Award of Excellence for Community Support

2022 Grand Marshal, Kane’ohe Christmas Parade

2022 Community Heroes Award for District 48, Kanu Hawa?i and Hawai’i
State Legislature

E Ola Honoree, Council for Native Hawaiian Advancemenet

11th Annual Frank Haines Award, Historic Hawai’i Foundation, May 31, 2019

Resolution of Appreciation, Honolulu Board of Water Supply, December 15,
2014

Ka Po’okela o Kiihio Award, Outstanding Hawaiian Civic Club Member,
Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs 2007

Helen C. Kane Award Winner, Ko’olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club, 2014

Outstanding Member Award, American Water Works Association/Hawaii
Section, 1990

Patriotic Civilian Service Award, Federal Executive Board, 1977

Outstanding Young Women Recognition, Hawai’i State Legislature, 1977

Environmental Award, Kane’ohe Business Group 1976

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
• HART Station Naming Committee

Chair, 2017-2021

Honolulu Board of Water Supply
• Vice Chair, 2012-2014



Hawai’i Community Development Authority
• Member, He’eia board seat, 2014-2016

Ko ‘olau Foundation
• President July 2024-present
• Board member 1995-present
• Secretary 2004-2024
• Grant-writer, project coordinator

Ahupua’a Boundary Marker Project
• Co-chair, 2007-2012
• Coordinator/mentor, 2014-2022

Kane’ohe Neighborhood Board No. 30
• Member, 2017-2020 and 2000-2001

He’eia National Estuarine Research Reserve
Advisory Council member, 2017-present
Representing Ko’olau Foundation

Ko’olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club
• President, 2008-2010; 1St VP, 2006; president, 2003-2005
• Grant-writer, project coordinator of various programs
• Co-managed Ko’olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club’s project to establish

ahupua’a boundary markers in moku Ko’olaupoko, 2007-2010

Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs
• President, O’ahu Council/voting member — 2011-2012
• Association Director, 2008-2010
• Chair, Community Relations Committee, 2008-2009
• Representative, C&C of Honolulu HART consultation group, for O’ahu

Council of the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs

O’ahu Council, Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs
• President 2011-2012
• Grantwriter, project coordinator — Ahupua’a Boundary Markers

• Ko’olaupoko representative, Historic Sites Committee 2008-2010

Kako’o ‘Oiwi

• Vice-president, 2008-2019



PERSONAL

REFERENCES

Kualoa-H&eia Hawaiian Civic Club
• Historian, 2002-2005

Halawa-Luluku Interpretive Development Plan Project
• Member, 2000-2015

Kane’ohe Outdoor Circle
• Member, 2000-2019 (periodically)

Halawa Coalition
• Member, 1990-2000

Malama Kukuiokane
• Member, 1982-present

Kane’ohe Historical Society
• Member, 1982-1990

Stop H-3 Association
• Member, 1975-1995

Moanalua Gardens Foundation
• Member, Board of Directors 1974-1975

Windward Community College Community Advisory Council
• Member, 1976

Castle Medical Center Citizens Advisory Council
• Member 1975



CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
NOMINEE/APPOINTEE FORM

1. Position Nominated to: O’ahu Historic Preservation Commission

2. Name: Mahealani Cypher
(First) (Middle) (Last)

3. Are you a citizen of the United States? Yes
Are you a resident of the City and County ofHonolulu? Yes

Are you a registered voter in the City and County ofHonolulu? -select-

4. Occupation: Retired

If yes, how long >20 years

5. Name and address of employer or firm:
n/a

6. Does your employer do any business with the City and County ofHonolulu? No
If yes, state the nature of business and approximate dollar amount in the last five years:

Do you or does any member ofyour immediate family hold office or own stock in any firm?
No

Does the finn do business with the City and County ofHonolulu? -select
If yes, provide details including the name(s) of the firm:

n/a

9. Do you have any part-time employment, professional activity, or financial interests other than those
indicated in the previous question? -select
If yes, provide details:

n/a

10. Do you foresee any possible conflict between your present work, financial investments, business
transactions or any other activity which would be incompatible with the proper discharge ofyour
official duties or hinder you from effectively carrying out the duties for which you have been
appointed? No

11. Are any members of your family employed by the City and County ofHonolulu or any attached
agency? No
If yes, please specify the department and division:

7.

8.

12. Are there any incidents in your past that may jeopardize your nomination? No

13. Have you ever been convicted of a felony? No If yes, provide details:






