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August 14, 2025

The Honorable Tommy Waters
Chair and Presiding Officer

and Members
Honolulu City Council
530 South King Street, Room 202
Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813

Dear Chair Waters and Councilmembers:

Pursuant to Section 3-10.3 of the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, as
amended, I hereby reappoint, subject to confirmation by your Honorable Body,
Ms. Katharine Stephens as a member of the O’ahu Historic Preservation Commission.
Ms. Stephens will fill a vacant position previously held by Halama Farden and serve for
term to expire on June 16, 2030. I would appreciate your favorable consideration of
Ms. Stephens’ appointment and request adoption by the City Council in the most
expedient manner possible.

I have enclosed a draft resolution and Ms. Stephens’ personal information for
your review. For any general inquiries you may have regarding this appointment,
please contact my Chief of Staff, at (808) 768-48 1 1.

Sincerely,

Rick Blangiardi
Mayor

Enclosures

cc: Ms. Katharine Stephens
O’ahu Historic Preservation Commission
Department of Planning and Permitting
Ethics Commission
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CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

RESOLUTION

CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT OF KATHARINE STEPHENS TO SERVE ON THE
O’AHU HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF
HONOLULU.

WHEREAS, Section 6-1518, Revised Charter of the City and County of Honolulu
1973 (Amended 2017 Edition), as amended (“Charter”), establishes a O’ahu Historic
Preservation Commission (“Commission”) consisting of nine members; and

WHEREAS, Charter Section 6-1518 sets forth the powers, duties, and functions
of the Commission; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 3-10.3 (b), the members of the Commission are
appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the Council and shall be appointed from
among professionals and persons with special interest in the following disciplines:

(1) Architecture;

(2) History;

(3) Archaeology;

(4) Planning;

(5) Architectural history;

(6) Hawaiian culture;

(7) Anthropology;
(8) Ethnography;

(9) Sociology;

Provided that the commision shall include an expert in native Hawaiian culture
issues and concerns and in archaeology. All members of the commission shall
have professional, educational, or demonstrated work experience, or a
combination thereof, mt he disciplines listed in subdivisions (1) through (9).
Members also shall reflect an ethnic diverstiy to carary out the purposes of the
commission to identify, protect, preserve, and restore historic properties and
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KE KANIHELA 0 KE KALANA 0 HONOLULU No.
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

RESOLUTION

artifacts of all ethnic cultures. The mayor shall solicit lists of two or more persons,
recommended by the community and professional organizatons, and appropriate
ethnic organizations dedicated to preserving unique cultural heritages, including
but not limited to the Cetner for Hawaiian Studies at the University of Hawaii
Manoa, the Hawaii Civic clubs, the Honolulu Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects, and others, for consideration in making commission appointments. All
commission members shall have a demonstrated interest, competence, and
knowledge in historic preservation; and

WHEREAS, Charter Section 13-1 03, which applies to the O’ahu Historic
Preservation Commission, requires that appointees to all City boards and commissions
be registered voters of the City; and

WHEREAS, by Mayor’s letter, dated August 14, 2025, the Mayor has appointed
Katharine Stephens to the O’ahu Historic Preservation Commission; and

WHEREAS, if confirmed by the Council, Ms. Stephens will replace Halama
Farden and serve for a term to expire on June 16, 2030; and

WHEREAS, the Council has reviewed Ms. Stephens’ qualifications and character
and finds that Ms.Stephens is qualified to serve on the Commission; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
confirms the appointment of Ms. Katharine Stephens to the O’ahu Historic Preservation
Commission for a term expiring on June 16, 2030; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council expresses its gratitude and
appreciation to Ms. Stephens for her willingness to serve the City and County of
Honolulu and actively participate in city government; and
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RESOLUTION

No.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Chair of the O’ahu Historic Preservation Commission, the Director of the
Department of Planning and Permitting, and Katharine Stephens.

INTRODUCED BY:

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers



al.
Professional Experience

With 33 years of experience in historic preservation projects, Katie Stephens brings
a wealth of knowledge in restoration, adaptive reuse and rehabilitation of historic
structures, historic documentation (HABS and HAER), overview surveys, cultural
resource management plans, determination of eligibility projects, historic register
nominations and master planning documents. Katie has served as the historic architect
for projects ranging from historic military, government building rehabilitation projects
and EA/EIS evaluation and other architectural projects.

Contributing substantially to numerous CRMP and ICRMP reports for military
Katie Stephens installations in Hawai’i, Japan, Korea and CNMI, Katie has also worked closely with

AlA the Hawai’i State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD) to coordinate HRS Chapter 6E
Associate Principal / Historic Architect and Section 106 requirements for historic structure projects. Her passion for historic

architecture has led to her involvement with the Hawaii Historic Places Review Board,
the Association of Preservation Technology (APT), DOCOMOMO International, the

Education National Trust for Historic Preservation and the Historic Hawaii Foundation.

University of Hawai’i at Mànoa
Master of Architecture Select Project Experience

Historic Architecture

University of Colorado, Boulder ..

Bachelor of Science in Architectural Engineering • Rehabilitation of the WSCo Plantation House at Hawaii Land Trust Waihee Refuge,
Maui, HI

• Repair of Historic Wananalua Church, Hana, Maui, HI
Registration • Repair of Historic Ka’ahumanu Church, Wailuku, Maui, HI

• HABS documentation of Kuhio Homes and Kuhio Park Low Rise Housing Projects,
Hawaii #AR-8386 Honolulu, O’ahu, HI

• Repair of the Historic Marconi Wireless Telegraphs Site Buildings, Kahuku, O’ahu, HI
• Repair of the Cooper House, Seabury Hall, Makawao, Maui, HI
• Historic Ewa Field Battlefield Plan and Master Plan, Kalaeloa, O’ahu, HI
• Repair of Historic Tunnel at Fort Ruger, Diamond Head, O’ahu, HI
• Rehabilitation of the Historic CQYH Warehouse, Chinatown, Honolulu, O’ahu, HI
• HABS Documentation of the Castle Surf Apartment Building, Honolulu, O’ahu, HI
• Mantokuji Mission Floodproofing Feasibility Study, Paia, Maui, HI
• Old Maui High School Condition Assessment, Paia, Maui, HI
• Planning for the O’ahu Community Correctional Center, O’ahu, HI
• Documentation of the Wahiawa Civic Center, O’ahu, HI
• Documentation of the Kuhio Homes and KPT Low Rises, Kalihi, O’ahu, HI
• HABS Level 1 Documentation of the Kaupo School Teacher’s Cottage, Kaupo, Maui, HI
• Feasibility Study of the Hawaiian Electric Company Building, Honolulu, O’ahu, HI
• Master Plan for the Historic Bradshaw House, Honolulu, O’ahu, HI

Memberships & Affiliations

• American Institute of Architects
• Association of Preservation Technology (APT)
• National Trust for Historic Preservation
• Historic Hawai’i Foundation
• DOCOMOMO International



CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
NOMINEE APPOINTEE FORM

1. Position Nominated to: Oahu Historic Preservation Commission member

2. Name: Katharine B Stephens
(First) (Middle) (Last)

3. Are you a citizen of the United States? Yes

Are you a resident of the City and County of Honolulu? Yes If yes, how long >20 years

Are you a registered voter in the City and County of Honolulu? Yes

4. Occupation: Architect

5. Name and address of employer or firm:
Architects Hawaii Ltd. (AHL)

6. Does your employer do any business with the City and County of Honolulu? Yes
If yes, state the nature of business and approximate dollar amount in the last five years:

AHL has served as an Architectural consultant to produce construction documents for
City & County construction projects. Approximate value is $638,923.

7. Do you or does any member of your immediate family hold office or own stock in any firm?
Yes

8. Does the firm do business with the City and County of Honolulu? Yes
If yes, provide details including the name(s) of the firm:

I own stock in AHL

9. Do you have any part-time employment, professional activity, or financial interests other than those
indicated in the previous question? No
If yes, provide details:

10. Do you foresee any possible conflict between your present work, financial investments, business
transactions or any other activity which would be incompatible with the proper discharge of your
official duties or hinder you from effectively carrying out the duties for which you have been
appointed? No

11. Are any members of your family employed by the City and County of Honolulu or any attached
agency? No
If yes, please specif~’ the department and division:

12. Are there any incidents in your past that may jeopardize your nomination? No

13. Have you ever been convicted of a felony? No If yes, provide details:



14. Education:

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Will you be able to commit to the full term of this appointment? Yes

Will you be able to commit to meeting dates and times? Yes

Are you regularly away from Honolulu? No If yes, please explain:

Are you willing to make a confidential financial disclosure to the city Ethics Commission upon
appointment and yearly thereafter? Yes

What do you understand to be the prime duties of your county appointment?

Educate others about preservation through education, community programs, outreach etc
Support government agencies to carry out preservation requirements & responsibilities
Develop, implement, support, carry out actions to preserve important historic sites
Make recommendations for methods to improve historic preservation programs

The above statements made by me are true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge and
belief and are made in good faith.

DcWIy .~gn.d by K.t~ St~ph.ns

Katie Stephens~O~Nt.~t. 6/23/25

(Signature) (Date)

The above statements made by me are true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge and
The completedform and any attachment(s) will be posted by the City Clerk and available on the
City’s DocuShare Website.

Bachelor of Science, Architectural Engineering, University of Colorado, Boulder 1988
Master of Architecture, University of Hawaii 1992
Certificate in Historic Preservation, University of Hawaii, 1992

15. Provide a summary of major work experience for the last ten (10) years. Begin with your present job
including military (attach additional sheets if necessary or resume):

Historic Architect, Architects Hawaii, 2018 - present
Historic Architect, Mason Architects, 1992 - 2018

16. Community activities, etc. (also list any service on any other board or commission Federal, State or
County):

Hawaii Historic Places Review Board, 2016 - 2024 (chair 2020-2024)
Historic Hawaii Foundation, member and currently Board member
Docomomo Hawaii, Board member and former President

17. Have you ever been a member of a board or commission with the City and County of Honolulu?

No
If yes, provide name(s) of board/commission:



Q~ffIce of t~je Q1it~’ Qtierk
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

STATE OF HAWAII

voter €erttftcate
I, Glen L Takahashi, City Clerk of the City & County ofHonolulu, State ofHawaii do hereby certify that,

~ ~:~•a~~•

KATHARINE B. STEPHENS
_, ~

a restdent of the City and County/ofHo~lulu, St&te4Hawazz ~9 d’uiy registered elector (voter) of

fi ~p f~ -..#. ~‘ •.. I 1~. •dII.~ •~ ‘. —~

Precinct, Q2 )~Represen~ative..Distnct,; 18. - State~ofHawaii
‘ ‘.5. II ., .._ 51kg’— ~

— I ~ . ~ ~C~’N
Voter D No:~1 890435. ~ Registratzon.Date:~’1 O/’23/201 9

.j ~ ~‘ :.~ I ~
4~.•• Da~eofBirth. 10725/1965

,II. ~f ~
T~. ~ 1~..

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set•5yny~~an4~a caused the Seat of the City and County of

- —---—

Honolulu to be affixed on August 1 4>-~02~5~ ~ --~‘~‘ ~
‘b-. -

Signature Block
Signature ofElector Glen I. Takahashi, City Clerk

City arid County ofHonolulu
State of Hawaii

This certificate expires at the earlier of either the date the named elector relinquishes the voter residence associated with this certificate or after the next scheduled Hawaii
General election after the affixed issuance date.


