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Meeting Date: Aug 21, 2025 @ 09:00 AM
Support: 11
Oppose: 0
[ wish to comment: 1



Name: Email: Zip:

Jacob Wiencek Jacob.m.wiencek@pm.me 96815

Representing: Position: Submitted:

Self Support Aug 15, 2025 @ 05:28 PM
Testimony:

Aloha Committee Members,

As a resident of Waikiki, I can personally attest to the positive impact the Waikiki Business Improvement District (WBID)

has had on my neighborhood. Sidewalks are cleaner, the Aloha Ambassadors provide useful services, and WBID has an

overall positive impact on fostering civic engagement to address key challenges facing my neighborhood.

While I am not a resident of Downtown Honolulu, I know deeply the challenges that neighborhood faces because we face

them in Waikiki as well. And I know a well-rounded business improvement district can have a powerful impact in

addressing these long-standing concerns. I strongly urge this Committee to continue SUPPORTING this bill for a

Downtown Honolulu BID!

Name: Email: Zip:

Kendrick Chang chang.kendrick@hotmail.com 96825

Representing: Position: Submitted:

United Chinese Society of Hawaii Support Aug 18, 2025 @ 04:05 PM
Name: Email: Zip:

Kendrick Chang chang.kendrick@hotmail.com 96825

Representing: Position: Submitted:

Self Support Aug 19, 2025 @ 01:08 PM
Name: Email: Zip:

Mark Anthony Clemente mclemente@hrcc-hawaii.com 96817

Representing: Position: Submitted:

Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters Support Aug 19, 2025 @ 02:54 PM
Name: Email: Zip:

Warren Wong warrenw@wkfinc.com 96813

Representing: Position: Submitted:

WKEF Inc Support Aug 20, 2025 @ 09:17 AM
Name: Email: Zip:

Kevin Crummy kcrummy@douglasemmett.com 96813

Representing: Position: Submitted:




Douglas Emmett

I wish to comment

Aug 20, 2025 @ 04:06 PM

Name: Email: Zip:

Christine Camp into@avalonhi.com 96813

Representing: Position: Submitted:

Avalon Group Support Aug 20, 2025 @ 08:49 PM

Testimony:

Dear Chair Kiaaina, and the members of the committee,

Avalon Group owns and manages 1.8 million square feet of commercial space in Downtown Honolulu “DoHo.” We also
operate Pickles at Forté, an indoor pickles ball social club in DoHo that was created to help activate DoHo. We have been
informing our tenants and members about the new DoHo BID. The overwhelming response has been very positive!l We
aimed to ensure that the tenants understand the fact that they will ultimately pay for the cost of the BID. We, as property
owners, of course will pay for our share due to vacancies. However, we are ready and willing to pay for the costs to help

enhance the quality of life for our tenants.

The businesses, workers and the residents of DoHo deserve a chance to really show pride in our community. DoHo

occupants want increased safety and cleanliness.

We respectfully asked for your support to approve Bill 51 to create the expanded Downtown Honolulu Business

Improvement District. We all fully embrace idea of a new and improved DoHo!

Name: Email: Zip:

Ben Dookchitra ben@avalonhi.com 96813

Representing: Position: Submitted:

Avalon Group Support Aug 20, 2025 @ 09:17 PM

Testimony:

Avalon Group strongly supports the creation of a Business Improvement District (BID) for Downtown Honolulu so that its

residents, businesses, cultural institutions, workers, and visitors may thrive. Downtown has been Avalon’s home since the

founding of our company 26 years ago.

Name: Email: Zip:

Walter Thoemmes misakata@ksbe.edu 96813

Representing: Position: Submitted:
Kamehameha Schools Support Aug 20, 2025 @ 09:50 PM
Name: Email: Zip:

Perry Arrasmith perry@hawaiisfuture.org 96797

Representing: Position: Submitted:




Housing Hawai'‘i's Future Support Aug 21, 2025 @ 07:16 AM
Name: Email: Zip:

Andrew Pereira apereira@prp-hawaii.com 96813

Representing: Position: Submitted:

Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP) Support Aug 21, 2025 @ 08:00 AM
Name: Email: Zip:

Tony Wong Cam tony@gchohana.com 96813

Representing: Position: Submitted:

YiFang Fruit Tea - Fort Street Mall Support Aug 21, 2025 @ 08:03 AM

Testimony:

As a small business owner, I offer strong support for Bill 51 and establishing a BID to support our local businesses

downtown.

I applaud the efforts of the council and the key community members who have done tremendous work in revitalizing our

downtown area.
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August 21, 2025

Honolulu City Council

Zoning & Planning Committee
Honolulu Hale

Hearing: August 21, 2025

RE:  Bill 51 — Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District — Support

Chair Kia‘aina, Vice-Chair Waters, and Committee Members,

The United Chinese Society of Hawai‘i (“UCS”) supports the intent of Bill
51 to establish a Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District (“BID”).
UCS’ member organizations and leaders include a number of landowners and
tenants within the proposed BID, and our Society Hall (42 N. King Street) is
situated adjacent to the west-end of the BID boundaries along Nuuanu Street.

The proposed Downtown Honolulu BID will facilitate the presence of
supplementary services that promote a safe and clean environment. By
establishing a non-profit organization, our downtown landowners and businesses
will be able to collaborate and utilize shared services: (1) security presence to
enhance public safety; (2) public maintenance crews to clean our streets, rights-
of-way, and landscapes: and (3) community events that promote local businesses
and retail commerce. UCS is hopeful that the proposed Downtown Honolulu BID
will also provide ancillary benefits to the surrounding area, including Chinatown,
and our many UCS organizations that share a presence in the Honolulu urban core
over multiple generations.

While UCS acknowledges that the mandatory BID fee assessment may
negatively impact small businesses and retail tenants in the area, many of our
member organizations are small non-profits and village societies that own
property in the area. UCS hopes that the eventual BID board will be inclusive of
all entities that will contribute to the fee assessment, including those with limited
financial capacity.



UCS appreciates this effort to promote a clean, safe, and vibrant
environment in downtown Honolulu. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

e

Ivy Yeung
President
United Chinese Society of Hawai‘i

About the United Chinese Society of Hawai‘i: The United Chinese Society of Hawai‘i,
established in 1884, is the premier and leading Chinese organization in the State of Hawai‘i
representing a network of well-over one hundred Chinese societies, clubs, and organizations.
UCS is a non-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the State of Hawai‘i and the
United States of America, whose primary purpose is to provide community service for the
general health and welfare of the citizens and to promote friendly relations among the Chinese in
Hawai‘i, the United States of America, and internationally.



Kendrick S. Chang
chang.kendrick@hotmail.com
(808) 627-2758

96825

August 21, 2025
SENT VIA ONLINE SUBMISSION
Honolulu City Council
Zoning & Planning Committee
Honolulu Hale
Hearing: August 21, 2025

RE: Bill 51 — Testimony In Support of the Downtown Honolulu Business
Improvement District

Aloha Chair Kia‘aina, Vice-Chair Waters, and Committee Members:

| write in support of Bill 51 to establish a Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement
District (“BID”) through the expansion of the current Fort Street Mall BID."

My paternal family shares an active presence in Fort Street Mall? and has been involved
in various Chinatown® community affairs for over five generations. The proposed Downtown
Honolulu BID is necessary to revitalize retail commercial activity and address the neighborhood
needs of Downtown Honolulu office workers and residents. By establishing a nonprofit
association funded and managed by area commercial landowners, the BID will provide a variety
of supplementary services, including (1) private security presence, (2) responsive maintenance
crews, and (3) support various community events that will attract foot traffic to support our local
businesses and arts & culture. These services will restore Downtown Honolulu as a vibrant
economic and community hub.

The Downtown Honolulu BID will enable responsive supplementary services that can
promptly address right-of-way and neighborhood needs without relying on City resources. The
BID board structure will also appropriately represent the perspectives of landowners,
commercial tenants, and government stakeholders throughout Downtown Honolulu. In turn, the
Downtown Honolulu BID will empower stakeholders to collectively take ownership of our urban
district rights-of-way and promote a safe, clean, and welcoming environment for everyone.

Based on the foregoing reasons, | respectfully ask that the Zoning & Planning
Committee advances Bill 51 to the full City Council. Thank you for your consideration.

All the best,

/j, /r .. Ve )
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Kendrick S. Chang 7

" This testimony is being submitted in my personal capacity.
21111 FSM Partners and former Chang Chock Hing Company.
3 United Chinese Society of Hawaii, Mun Lun School, Oo Syak Gee Lu Society, and Lum Sai Ho Tong.
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HAwWAII REGIONAL COUNCIL OF
CARPENTERS

August 20, 2025

To: The Honorable Esther Kia‘aina, Chair
The Honorable Tommy Waters, Vice Chair
Members of the Zoning Committee

Re: In Strong Support of Bill 51(2025) — Downtown Honolulu Business
Improvement District No. 2.

Aloha Chair Kia‘aina, Vice Chair Waters, and Members of the Committee:

The Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, representing over 6,000 hardworking men and
women across the islands, submits this testimony in strong support of Bill 51 (2025), which
amends the Fort Street Mall Special Improvement District and establishes the Downtown
Honolulu Business Improvement District No. 2.

This measure is an important investment in the heart of our city. Downtown Honolulu is not
only the financial center of Hawai‘j, it is also where thousands of residents, small businesses,
workers, and visitors interact daily. By creating a modernized Business Improvement District,
the City is ensuring that this vital area remains clean, safe, and attractive for everyone.

The bill supports supplemental services such as:

e Information and Safety Officers who will provide a visible, welcoming presence while
deterring unlawful activity;

e Maintenance crews dedicated to keeping sidewalks, landscaping, and public spaces
clean, graffiti-free, and pedestrian-friendly;

e Supplemental improvements like lighting, signage, and landscaping that make
Downtown more vibrant and inviting.

This partnership between government, landowners, businesses, and the community
strengthens Downtown’s role as a business district, while also supporting residents and workers
who rely on a safe, livable environment. The budget framework ensures accountability, with

STATE HEADQUARTERS & BUSINESS OFFICES

0AHU: 1311 Houghtailing Street, Honolulu Hawaii 96817-2712 « Ph.(808) 847-5761 Fax (808) 440-9188
HILO OFFICE: 525 Kilauea Avenue, Room 205, Hilo, Hawaii 96720-3050 e Ph.(808) 935-8575 Fax (808) 935-8576
KONA OFFICE: 75-126 Lunapule Road, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740-2106 e Ph.(808) 329-7355 Fax (808) 326-9376
MAUI OFFICE: 330 Hookahi Street,Wailuku, Maui 96793-1449 « Ph.(808) 242-6891 Fax (808) 242-5961
KAUAI OFFICE: Kuhio Medical Ctr Bldg, 3-3295 Kuhio Hwy, Suite 201, Lihue, Kauai 96766-1040 ¢ Ph.(808) 245-8511 Fax (808) 245-8911



assessments funding services directly tied to neighborhood improvements, without placing an
additional burden on the City.

At a time when Honolulu must compete for business investment, attract tourism, and
encourage people to live and work downtown, the BID model is a proven tool that will deliver
results.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge you to pass Bill 51 (2025).

Mahalo for your time and leadership.

Mark Anthony Clemente
Government Relations
Hawai‘i Regional Council of Carpenters



WKF, Inc.

August 19, 2025

Zoning Committee

City Council

City and County of Honolulu
Honolulu Hale

Honorable chair Esther Kia’aina and Members of the Committee on Zoning and Planning.

My name is Warren Wong, Chairman of WKF, Inc, the asset management firm for the properties owned by
the Kurisu Organization on Fort Street Mall, Bethel Street, Queen Street and Bishop Street. I also sit on the
Board for the Fort Street Mall Special Improvement District.

Downtown Honolulu is the main urban location that is devoted to commerce and businesses, serving as the
financial center of the city, with retail business, service business, hospitality business and residents.

Bill 51 proposes to create a safer, cleaner and better maintained environment by providing enhanced
security, janitorial and maintenance services with personnel on the streets cleaning and patrolling daily.

It’s a “boots on the ground” approach. Presence is a deterrent, with security and janitorial personnel on the
streets patrolling and cleaning, it will be a deterrent to unwelcome individuals and behaviors. Bill 51 will
provide this service to a broader community, which is essential to revitalizing the Downtown Honolulu
Community and making it appealing to new businesses, investors and residents.

We have been, and will continue to reach out to the smaller commercial tenants and owners in Downtown
Honolulu to better inform them of the benefits the Downtown Honolulu BID can provide, creating an
environment where information is readily available and accessible to all, fostering a sense of belonging and
valuing diverse perspectives.

Also, Bill 51 will have a 5-year sunset provision which will require a majority vote of organization members
to extend the term for an additional S years. This will provide assurance that the Downtown Business
Improvement District must provide the services and outcome that the organization promises.

Again, as a director of the current Fort Street Mall Special Improvement District, I ask for your support of
Bill 51.

Mabhalo,

Chairman

WKEF, Inc.

Email: warrenw@wkfinc.com
Phone: (808) 225-1407

1000 Bishop Street, Suite 810 Telephone (808) 523-5644
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-4208



Douglas __
Douglas Emmett Management Hawaii, LLC
E m mett 1001 Bishop Street, Suite 750, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Telephone 808.545.7500

August 20, 2025

Honorable Chair Esther Kia‘aina and Members of the Committee on Zoning & Planning
530 South King Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Subject: Concerns Regarding the Fort Street Mall BID Expansion (Bill 51)
Dear Chair Kia‘aina and Esteemed Council Members,

Mahalo nui loa to the proponents of the Fort Street Mall Business Improvement District
(the “BID”) Expansion for their commitment to improving Downtown Honolulu. We at
Douglas Emmett appreciate the opportunity to engage.

Our key concern with the proposed BID expansion is that this process is being rushed to
meet a specific October property assessment deadline. A legitimate BID must be built on
transparency and widespread support. Rushing Bill 51 to meet an artificial deadline could
lead to issues that erode trust and undermine the BID's effectiveness.

We have worked with several successful BIDs in California. In our experience,
transparency and clarity lead to a stronger BID. While Waikiki is a good example, there
are major differences downtown. We advise the BID proponents to take the time to
address community meeting issues to structure a BID that fits downtown.

Douglas Emmett and other major property owners already provide services a BID would
offer, such as security patrols and power washing. An additional assessment will be
passed on to commercial tenants through common area maintenance charges, forcing
them to pay twice for services they already receive. This added financial burden comes at
a time when many businesses are focused on controlling costs.

We urge the City Council to prioritize thorough outreach and consensus-building over a
rushed timeline. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

P —

Kevin A. Crummy
Chief Investment Officer



Kamehameha Schools’

Committee on Zoning and Planning

Time: 9:00 AM
Date: August 21, 2025
Where: Honolulu Hale, City Council Chamber

TESTIMONY
Walter Thoemmes
Managing Director
Planning, Industry and Development, ‘Aina Pauahi

RE: Bill 51 (2025), Relating to Improvement Districts
Aloha e na Luna Ho‘omalu Kia‘aina, na Hope Luna Ho‘omalu Waters, a me na lala o ke Komike.

Kamehameha Schools offers our strong support for Bill 51 (2025), which establishes the Downtown
Honolulu Business Improvement District No. 2 (DHBID).

We mahalo Councilmember Tyler Dos Santos-Tam and the Revitalize Downtown Honolulu working group
for their thoughtful, community-centered approach in shaping the plan.

As stewards of ‘aina and committed partners in the revitalization of urban Honolulu, we recognize the
importance of collective investment in the health and vibrancy of our communities. The expansion of the
DHBID represents a timely and pono step toward creating a cleaner, safer, and more welcoming downtown,
ensuring a place where local businesses can thrive, residents and workers feel secure, and culture can be
celebrated in everyday spaces.

This effort aligns with our kuleana to uplift community and steward our ‘@ina in a way that generates
positive social, cultural, environmental, and economic impact. We look forward to continued collaboration
with the City and fellow landowners to ensure that the DHBID delivers meaningful, measurable benefits
for the people of Hawai‘i.

Founded in 1887 by the legacy of Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop, Kamehameha Schools (KS) is a private,
educational, charitable trust committed to improving the capability and well-being of Native Hawaiian
people through education. KS envisions a thriving lahui where learners, grounded in Christian and
Hawaiian values, grow into ‘0iwi leaders who inspire and contribute to their communities, both locally and
globally.



HUUS'NG Housing Hawaii’s Future
HAWAI'I'S PO Box 3043

FUTURE Honolulu, HI 96802-3043

August 21, 2025
TO: Chair Kia‘dina and Members of the Committee on Zoning & Planning
RE: Bill 51, CD1, Relating to the Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District

Housing Hawai‘i’s Future is a movement led by young residents fighting to create
opportunities for Hawai‘i’s next generations by ending the workforce housing shortage.
Our organization supports affordable, workforce housing in mixed-use areas with
existing development and infrastructure, including major transportation routes,
shopping centers, and even Downtown Honolulu.

We support Bill 51, CD1, a measure to expand the boundaries of the existing Fort
Street Mall Business Improvement District (BID) to establish the Downtown Honolulu
Business Improvement District.

Personally, we’ve seen how quiet Downtown Honolulu grows in the evening hours of
the weekday and most hours of the weekend. It is tragic that more of O‘ahu’s young
people fail to utilize this community as a gathering place. While efforts are being
made to re-invigorate this area, the lack of a strong mechanism for gathering
businesses, community members, and general members of the public together
prevents meaningful action.

A Downtown Honolulu BID is the answer. It will promote a liveable, walkable
Downtown Honolulu for O‘ahu’s residents. At Housing Hawai‘i’s Future, we envision

that this community will especially benefit many of O‘ahu’s young workers.

Let’s revitalize Downtown Honolulu for Hawai‘i’s future. Let’s advance Bill 51, CD1.

Aloha,

/jw-"' et _Mu‘%
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< e, e
Lee Wang Perry Arrasmith
Executive Director Director of Policy
Housing Hawai‘i’'s Future Housing Hawai‘i’s Future
lee@hawaiisfuture.org perry@hawaiisfuture.org

hawaiisfuture.org
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PRP

Testimony of
Pacific Resource Partnership

Honorable Members of the Honolulu City Council Committee on Zoning & Planning
Thursday, Aug. 21, 2025

Subject: Testimony in Strong Support of Bill 51, to amend Improvement District No. 2 and
create a new superceding district to be known as the “Downtown Honolulu Business
Improvement District” or the “Downtown Honolulu BID.”

Aloha Chair Kia‘aina, Vice Chair Waters, and esteemed members of the committee:

Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP) represents the 6,000 members of the Hawai'i Regional
Council of Carpenters (HRCC) and approximately 250 independent signatory contractors
statewide.

As a longtime occupant/owner of the fourth floor of the Alakea Corporate Tower, PRP strongly
supports Bill 51 (2025), which proposes the expansion of the Fort Street Mall Special
Improvement District No. 2 into the “Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District
(Downtown Honolulu BID).” This expansion, mirroring the successful Waikiki Business
Improvement District established in 2000, will include a wider area with many more tenants,
enhancing the vitality of Downtown Honolulu.

The new Downtown Honolulu BID will provide supplemental services, such as information and
safety officers and maintenance crews, to create a safe, clean, and enjoyable environment. This
is especially critical following the recent and tragic acid attack in Chinatown, as these measures
will help fight crime and deter unlawful activity. Additionally, the BID's focus on landscaping,
lighting, and signage improvements will revitalize the area, boosting its image as a vibrant,
business-friendly community that reflects the quality of life we aspire to across Hawai'i.

Furthermore, the fees associated with the new district are reasonable and fairly apportioned,
ensuring equitable contributions from landowners to support these vital improvements.

PRP

PACIFIC RESOURCE PARTNERSHIP

THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP . WWW.PRP-HAWAIILCOM

PHONE -> 808.528.5557 1100 ALAKEASTREET/4THFLOOR | [g) TWITTER: [) VWWW.FACEBOOK COM/
HONOLULU / HI 96813 BPRPHAWAII PACIFICRESOURCEPARTNERSHIP



(Continued From Page 1)

Mahalo for considering this important legislation. PRP urges the committee to approve Bill 51 to
support the onWMJ alization of Downtown Honolulu.

Andrew Pereira

Director of Public Affairs

Pacific Resource Partnership
1100 Alakea Street, 4th Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

Phone: (808) 528-5557

Email: apereira@prp-hawaii.com
Website: www.prp-hawaii.com

THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP



