BILLO51(25)
Testimony

MISC. COMM. 387

*ZONING & PLANNING (ZON)



Christine Camp
President & CEO

A

A‘ ]A LO N Queen’s Court Phone 808.587.7770
800 Bethel Street, Suite 501 Fax  808.587.7769
GROUP Honolulu HI 96813 www.avalonhi.com

July 28, 2025

Zoning Committee

City Council

City and County of Honolulu
Honolulu Hale

Re: SUPPORT OF BILL 51 -
CREATION OF THE DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Dear Chair Kiaaina and the members of the Committee;

We ask for your support to pass Bill 51. Downtown Honolulu is the central hub of commerce for
the Honolulu and Hawaii as whole. The creation of the Downtown Honolulu Business Improve-
ment District, “DoHo BID” expands the current Fort St. Business Improvement District and will
cover the area from Richard Street to Nuuanu Avenue and Beretania St. to Nimitz Blvd.. This
larger district allows the district as a whole and will provide significantly positive impact in the
area. This is an opportunity for the business community to be engaged and supplement the
City’s services by funding additional assessments to the businesses within the proposed ex-
panded improvement district.

Key Points:

1. The rationale is to improve the cleanliness and safety within Downtown Honolulu.

2. The BID proposes to supplement the services that City provides by assessing the dis-
trict’s businesses without cost impact to the City.

3. Condominium Homeowners in the district will not be assessed

4. If approved, the enabling legislation sunsets in five (5) years unless the district request an
extension. If the BID does not deliver on its promise, financial support from the paying
businesses will wane and will likely not be renewed.

QOutreach:

There has been significant outreach through news, articles, meetings with land owners, a
community townhall, and working committee meetings. Two additional meetings are scheduled
for August 12 at noon, and August 14 at 5:15 p.m. at Pickles at Forte on 1032 Fort St.

Leaving downtown as-is, or not doing anything beyond the current activities isn’t working and it
will further deteriorate the district. We respectfully request your approval of Bill 51.



