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July 14, 2025

The Honorable Tommy Waters
Chair and Presiding Officer

and Members
Honolulu City Council
530 South King Street, Room 202
Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813

Dear Chair Waters and Councilmembers:

SUBJECT: Bill Amending Sections of Chapter 15B, Revised Ordinances of
Honolulu 2021 (“ROH”), Public Transit

The Department of Transportation Services (“DTS~) requests your review and
appropriate action on the attached draft bill that amends and updates Sections of
Chapter 1 5B, ROH, as they pertain to the fare structure for the Multimodal Municipal
Transportation System.

The purpose of this bill is to provide a moderate increase in certain fares, simplify
and reduce the number of categories of public transit fares, and authorize the DTS
Director (“Director”) to establish fares for special events and purposes.

The Honolulu Rate Commission voted to support the changes to transit fares
proposed in the draft bill after a comprehensive review of fares over the past year. The
bill contains provisions that will:

• Compress and simplify the number of categories in the passenger fare table from
ten (adult, youth, non-Hawai’i resident senior citizen, Hawai’i resident senior
citizen, non-Hawai’i resident person with a disability, Hawai’i resident person with
a disability, non-Hawai’i resident Medicare cardholder, Hawai’i resident Medicare
cardholder, Low-Income, and paratransit eligibility ID holder) to three (adult,
youth, and reduced fare);
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