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Subject: Support for Resolution 25-174, with Amendments to Include Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire as Media 

Representative and Increase Budget for Sister Cities Summit 

 

Aloha Chair Waters and Honorable Council members, 

 

"Comunidade é a nossa força"  = "Community is our strength." 

 

I write in enthusiastic support of Resolution 25-174, which accepts a generous gift of $3,310 from the Luso-American 

Development Foundation (FLAD) to fund travel for Council member Tyler Dos Santos-Tam to attend the Sister Cities 

Summit in Ponta Delgada, São Miguel, Azores, Portugal, from June 25-27, 2025. This summit, uniting leaders from 

Honolulu’s sister cities of Funchal and Sintra and the State of Hawai‘i’s sister state, the Azores, is a vital opportunity to 

strengthen cultural, historical, and municipal ties between our communities. However, to maximize Honolulu’s impact and 

ensure transparency, I propose two amendments: (1) including me, Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire, as a media 

representative to document the summit’s outcomes, and (2) increasing the budget to $7,568 to cover expenses for both 

representatives.  Why I Am the Ideal Media RepresentativeAs a Native Hawaiian with Portuguese ancestry, I bring unique 

qualifications to document the Sister Cities Summit and amplify Honolulu’s presence:  Cultural Connection: My Portuguese 

bloodline ties me to the Azores’ heritage, resonating with Honolulu’s longstanding Portuguese community and our sister 

city relationships with Funchal and Sintra. Having traveled to Portugal previously, I understand its cultural nuances and 

can authentically represent our shared values of aloha and saudade. 

 

Media Expertise: As Chairman of the Ohana Unity Party and a community advocate, I have experience creating compelling 

media content (e.g., my YouTube channel @supershelbybillionaire), ensuring high-quality documentation of the summit to 

share with Honolulu’s residents and global audiences. 

Community Advocacy: My work on projects like the Kānehili Community Park safety wall demonstrates my commitment to 

Native Hawaiian and local communities, making me uniquely positioned to highlight Honolulu’s cultural contributions at 

the summit. 

 

Accountability Commitment: Past international delegations have lacked comprehensive reports, limiting their impact. I 

pledge to produce a detailed video and written report by August 15, 2025, showcasing partnerships, best practices, and 

actionable recommendations for Honolulu’s sister city initiatives. 

 

Budget Concerns and Proposed AmendmentWhile FLAD’s $3,310 gift is appreciated, it is insufficient to cover expenses for 

Councilmember Dos Santos-Tam and a media representative to ensure robust documentation. Based on 2025 market 



rates, a realistic budget for two people totals $7,568, including:  Roundtrip Airfare: $4,400 ($2,200/person, economy class, 

Honolulu to Ponta Delgada). 

 

Accommodations: $900 ($150/night x 3 nights x 2 people, mid-range hotel). 

Per Diem: $480 ($80/day x 3 days x 2 people, per U.S. GSA rates for Portugal). 

Ground Transportation: $300 ($150/person for airport transfers and local travel). 

Media Equipment & Editing: $300 (camera rental and post-production for documentation). 

Contingency: $688 (10% buffer for price fluctuations). 

 

The $3,310 gift covers ~44% of this budget, leaving a $4,258 shortfall. I propose amending the resolution to authorize the 

City to fund this through the City Council budget, the Mayor’s Office of Culture and the Arts, or grants from partners like 

the Portuguese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii or the Hawai‘i Community Foundation. This ensures both 

representatives can focus on diplomacy and documentation without financial constraints.  The Importance of Sister City 

DiplomacyThe Sister Cities Summit offers a platform to deepen Honolulu’s ties with Portugal, fostering collaboration on 

urban challenges, cultural preservation, and economic opportunities. 

 

As a descendant of Portuguese immigrants who shaped Hawai‘i’s multicultural fabric, I recognize the summit’s potential to 

honor our shared history and build new bridges. Documenting this event through professional media—videos, interviews, 

and reports—will showcase Honolulu’s leadership, engage our Portuguese-Hawaiian community, and ensure 

accountability. Without a media representative, the summit’s outcomes risk going unnoticed, limiting its impact on our city 

and state.  Proposed AmendmentsInclusion of Media Representative: Amend Resolution 25-174 to include Master Shelby 

"Pikachu" Billionaire as a media representative to document the Sister Cities Summit, leveraging my Portuguese heritage, 

media expertise, and commitment to Native Hawaiian values. 

 

Budget Increase: Amend the resolution to increase the total budget to $7,568, with the City covering the $4,258 shortfall 

through existing funds or external grants, ensuring all expenses for both representatives are met. 

 

ConclusionI urge the Honolulu City Council to adopt Resolution 25-174 with these amendments to strengthen our sister 

city relationships and amplify Honolulu’s global presence. By including a media representative, we can document and 

share the summit’s outcomes, honoring our Portuguese-Hawaiian heritage and ensuring transparency for our community. 

Mahalo for your leadership in fostering cultural and diplomatic ties that reflect our values of aloha and unity. I am 

available to discuss this testimony further at your convenience. 

 

"Juntos pelo futuro" 

Together for Our Future 

 

Mahalo nui loa, 

Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire, HRM 
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