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Name: 

Victor Lim

Email: 

victor.lim@partners.mcd.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Fort Street Mall BID

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Jul 3, 2025 @ 12:34 PM

Name: 

Pamela Rogers

Email: 

granitecrick@gmail.com

Zip: 

96743

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Oppose

Submitted: 

Jul 3, 2025 @ 05:51 PM

Testimony: 

I highly oppose bill 51 that crimalizes feeding of cats on county land! It’s wrong in every way and shame on you for even 

making it a bill!!

Name: 

Colbert Matsumoto

Email: 

cmatsumoto@tradewindgrp.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Tradewind Group

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Jul 7, 2025 @ 07:52 AM

Name: 

Stephen Metter

Email: 

steve@mwgroup.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

MW Group Ltd, Pioneer Plaza

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Jul 7, 2025 @ 11:45 AM

Name: 

Duane Kurisu

Email: 

shantelr@wkfinc.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

WKF, Inc.

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Jul 7, 2025 @ 04:38 PM

Name: 

Jacob Wiencek

Email: 

jacob.m.wiencek@pm.me

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Jul 7, 2025 @ 10:27 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha Councilmembers, 

 

I testify in STRONG SUPPORT of this bill. Our city faces numerous challenges, and government does not have all of the 

solutions to them. This bill would allow civic-minded businesses to be part of the solution. Leveraging their resources and 

drive, a BID for Downtown Honolulu can be a powerful force for positive change. The city should let this experiment in 

self-government go forward. 



 

I strongly urge this Council to SUPPORT this bill!

Name: 

Lawrence Li

Email: 

comment@letran.xyz

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Jul 8, 2025 @ 11:20 AM

Testimony: 

I have extensive experience with community benefit districts, having served 16 years volunteering on the board of San 

Francisco's Yerba Buena Partnership (formerly Yerba Buena Community Benefit District), including a term as board 

president and involvement in a renewal process. I continue to volunteer and manage projects for them on public space 

beautification projects. 

 

I am enthusiastically in support of the proposed Bill 51 for a downtown business improvement district. These districts 

revitalize downtowns by building a nonprofit organization that serves as a partner to bring cleaner, safer, and more 

vibrant public spaces. They pool local resources to fund customized improvements and services that go beyond what the 

city can provide at large scale to the entire city and county. 

 

If you have ever visited Moscone Convention Center, SFMOMA or Yerba Buena Gardens in San Francisco, you experienced 

enhancements brought to you by hundreds of business owners, property owners, employees, residents and volunteers 

working together: ambassadors, public art, clean streets, patrols, unhoused outreach, lighting, custom street furniture , 

concerts, festivals, neighbor socials, banners, and promotions. 

 

And here in Honolulu, we have our own enhanced experiences in Waikiki. 

 

As a regular visitor to Downtown, Chinatown and adjacent Arts District, I look forward to the unique experiences that our 

downtown community can create with an improvement district.

Name: 

Kevin Crummy

Email: 

kcrummy@douglasemmett.com

Zip: 

90401

Representing: 

Douglas Emmett

Position: 

Oppose

Submitted: 

Jul 9, 2025 @ 07:16 AM

Name: 

Perry Arrasmith

Email: 

perry@hawaiisfuture.org

Zip: 

96701

Representing: 

Housing Hawaiʻi's Future

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Jul 9, 2025 @ 08:52 AM
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1101 Fort Street Mall 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

(808) 532-1596 Fax (808) 532-1594 

To: Chair Tommy Waters and Members of the Honolulu City Council 

From : Victor Lim 

Subj: Bill 51 (2025) Downtown Honolulu BID Plan 

Date: July 3, 2025 

As a business owner here in Downtown Honolulu since 1987 and also the chair of the Fort Street 
Mall BID for over 10 years, I am fully in support of the transition of FSBID to Downtown 
Honolulu BID to provide better services to businesses and residents of our downtown and 
rejuvenate energy and safety to this very important neighborhood. 

An expanded area will allow us to operate with a bigger budget with cheaper costs per square foot, 
and provide more services than we are currently able to do just on Fort Street Mall. We are 
modeling after the Waikiki Business District. 

Our plan is to not start a new BID for Downtown but just using the existing Fort Street Mall Bid 
and expand the geographic area from Nuuanu to Richards, and Beretania and Ala Moana, and 
change the name to downtown Honolulu BID. 

Thank you very much for your support. 

Victor 
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TRADEWIND 

GROUP 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF BILL 51 

RELATING TO IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS 

My name is Colbert Matsumoto, Chairman of Tradewind Group. Five of our affiliated companies 
have headquarters in Downtown Honolulu and employ 500 people. My colleagues and I have 
enjoyed working in Downtown Honolulu, however, many of us now find ourselves very concerned 
about its future. This is why I urge your favorable action and speedy approval of Bill 51, which will 
establish the Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District ("Downtown Honolulu BID") 
and enable the implementation of an improvement plan. 

Downtown Honolulu has served as the key financial hub and commercial center for Hawaii since 
the days of the Hawaiian Kingdom in 1845. But it has experienced a decline in recent years which, 
if left unaddressed, is likely to worsen and undermine its key role as the central business district 
for Oahu. A variety of issues have affected its attractiveness and appeal. Its property owners, 
residents, and businesses agree that steps to address those issues can help reverse its decline. 

Bill 51 provides for the establishment of a member based non-profit association that wilt activate 
the Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District Plan ("District Plan"). Under the District 
Plan, which has the broad support of property and business owners, supplemental services for 
safety and security, through Information and Safety Officers, and cleanliness, through 
Landscaping and Maintenance Crews, will enhance conditions in the District and make it a more 
attractive place for residents, employees, and the general public to access and enjoy. 

The supplemental services proposed by Bill 51 will be financed by property owners in the District 
and provide benefits that will accrue to all who live, work, and play in Downtown Honolulu. This is 
a model that has been successfully implemented by the Waikiki Business Improvement District. In 
Waikiki, the establishment of its non-profit association also achieved a secondary benefit of 
aligning the members of that community around enhancing conditions in their district. The 
stakeholders of Downtown Honolulu also hope to realize a similar benefit from the establishment 

of the Downtown Honolulu BID. 

Please help Downtown Honolulu regain its vitality by giving your favorable and timely 
consideration and approval of Bill 51. 

Mahalo, 

CoGbeH.  Matspfreoto  
Colbert Matsumoto (Jul 3,2025 11:14 PDT) 

Colbert Matsumoto 
Chairman, Tradewind Group, Inc. 

201 Merchant Street Suite 2000 Honwilu, Hawai 96813 (808) 913-3442 www tradewindgrp corn 

OUR COM PA N ES Tradewind Capital Pacxa Atlas Insurance Agency Pyramid Insurance Island Insurance 
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MW Group, Ltd. 
Real Estate Development 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF BILL 51 
RELATING TO IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS 

My name is Stephen Metter, Chief Executive Officer of the MW Group, Ltd. Pioneer Plaza located on 

Fort Street Mall is home to MW Group and all of our affiliated companies notably; MW Commercial 

Realty, Hawaii Self Storage and Plaza Assisted Living. Acquired in 2001, Pioneer Plaza as served as one of 

our largest single assets and the headquarters to over 700 people we employ. Over the years we have 

witnesses first-hand the steady decline in retail tenancy, foot traffic, and public safety in the Central 

Business District. Downtown Honolulu is far too important and vital to City and County of Honolulu and 

the State of Hawaii as a whole to have this continue. This is why I urge your favorable action and speedy 

approval of Bill 51, which will establish the Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District 

("Downtown Honolulu BID") and enable the implementation of an improvement plan. 

Bill 51 provides for the establishment of a member based non-profit association that will activate the 

Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District Plan ("District Plan"). Under the District Plan, which 

has the broad support of property and business owners, supplemental services for safety and security, 

through Information and Safety Officers, and cleanliness, through Landscaping and Maintenance Crews, 

will enhance conditions in the District and make it a more attractive place for residents, employees, and 

the general public to access and enjoy. 

The supplemental services proposed by Bill 51 will be financed by property owners in the Central 

Business District and provide benefits that will accrue to all who live, work, and play in Downtown 

Honolulu. This is a model that has been successfully implemented by the Waikiki Business Improvement 

District resulting in 54% decrease in property vandalism, 43% decrease in drug and narcotic offenses, 

and 30% decrease in burglaries from 2022 to 2025. In Waikiki, the establishment of its non-prOfit 

association also achieved a secondary benefit of aligning the members of that community around 

enhancing conditions in their district. The stakeholders of Downtown Honolulu also hope to realize a 

similar benefit from the establishment of the Downtown Honolulu BID. 

Please help Downtown Honolulu regain its vitality by giving your favorable and timely consideration and 

approval of Bill 51. 

Mahalo, 

Ste B. Metter 

Chief Executive Officer 

MW Group, Ltd. 

Pioneer Plaza 900 Fort Street Mall • Suite 1188 • Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
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Duane K. Kurisu 

July 7, 2025 

Aloha Chairman Waters and Members of the Honolulu City Council, 

Similar to the downtowns in other cities in America, the vibrancy and safety of Downtown 

Honolulu provides the core indicator of the health, prosperity and livability of the City & 

County of Honolulu. 

We are active participants in the existing Fort Street Business Improvement District ("Fort 

Street BID") and have had a member of our team on its board since its inception. However, 

the Fort Street BID is limited in its scope and size. It needs to take an active role in a larger 

geographic area to truly bring prosperity, safety and security into Downtown Honolulu. 

We support Bill 51 because it proposes expansion of the boundaries of the Fort Street BID 

and allows it to take an active role in a larger geographic area to help facilitate bringing 

prosperity, safety and security into Downtown Honolulu. 

The success of the Waikiki BID demonstrates the benefits of a larger business improvement 

district. The stakeholders of Downtown Honolulu hope to similarly benefit from the 

establishment of the Downtown Honolulu BID. 

We therefore appreciate your kind consideration and approval of Bill 51. 

Sincerely, 

Duane K Kurisu 

1000 BISHOP STREET, SUITE 810 • HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-4208 
TEL: (808) 523-5644 • FAX: (808) 533-7829 



 

 

Douglas Emmett Management, LLC 

1299 Ocean Avenue, Suite 1000, Santa Monica, California 90401 

Telephone 310.255.7700 

 

 

 

July 9, 2025 

Honorable Chair Tommy Waters and Members of the Honolulu City Council  

530 South King Street, Room 202  

Honolulu, HI 96813 

 

Subject: Concerns Regarding the Fort Street Mall BID Expansion (Bill 51) 

Dear Chair Waters and Esteemed Council Members, 

I'm writing to express significant concern regarding the proposed expansion of the Fort Street 

Mall Business Improvement District (BID) into a broader Downtown Honolulu BID (Bill 51). 

While Douglas Emmett supports efforts to improve downtown Honolulu, we believe that the 

public outreach for this crucial expansion has been insufficient. 

Many property owners, ground lessees, and businesses who will be directly impacted by this 

significant expansion remain unaware of this proposal. Information isn't reaching a broad enough 

audience through accessible channels, and crucial documents like the bylaws are not readily 

available to the public. This significantly limits opportunities for stakeholders to understand the 

proposed objective, economic consequences, and operational impacts of the BID, or to provide 

meaningful input on these items. A fundamental aspect of imposing new financial costs and 

other obligations on stakeholders must be robust and transparent community engagement.  

I urge the City Council to prioritize comprehensive public outreach before finalizing Bill 51. A 

well-informed and engaged community is essential for the long-term success and legitimacy of 

any BID. Taking the time now to ensure widespread understanding and participation will lead to 

a more effective and supported Downtown Honolulu BID. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin A. Crummy 

Chief Investment Officer 

 

 



Housing Hawaii’s Future 
PO Box 3043 

Honolulu, HI 96802-3043 
 

July 9, 2025 
 
TO: Chair Waters and Members of the Honolulu City Council 
  
RE: Bill 51, Relating to the Downtown Honolulu Business Improvement District  

 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future is a movement led by young residents fighting to create 
opportunities for Hawai‘i’s next generations by ending the workforce housing shortage. 
Our organization supports affordable, workforce housing in mixed-use areas with 
existing development and infrastructure, including major transportation routes, 
shopping centers, and even Downtown Honolulu.   
 
We support Bill 51, a measure to expand the boundaries of the existing Fort Street 
Mall Business Improvement District (BID) to establish the Downtown Honolulu 
Business Improvement District.  
 
Personally, we’ve seen how quiet Downtown Honolulu grows in the evening hours of 
the weekday and most hours of the weekend. It is tragic that more of O‘ahu’s young 
people fail to utilize this community as a gathering place. While efforts are being 
made to re-invigorate this area, the lack of a strong mechanism for gathering 
businesses, community members, and general members of the public together 
prevents meaningful action.  
 
A Downtown Honolulu BID is the answer. It will promote a liveable, walkable 
Downtown Honolulu for O‘ahu’s residents. At Housing Hawai‘i’s Future, we envision 
that this community will especially benefit many of O‘ahu’s young workers. 
 
Let’s revitalize Downtown Honolulu into a liveable community. Let’s advance Bill 51.  
 
Aloha, 
 

 
Lee Wang​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Perry Arrasmith 
Executive Director​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Director of Policy 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
lee@hawaiisfuture.org        ​ ​ ​ ​ perry@hawaiisfuture.org  
 

hawaiisfuture.org 
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