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June 20, 2025

Ms. Esther Kia’aina, Chair
Zoning and Planning Committee
Honolulu City Council
530 S. King Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

SUBJECT: CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 25-78 GRANTING A SPECIAL
MANAGEMENT AREA MAJOR PERMIT TO ALLOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF
PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A STRATEGIC
MANAGEMENT PLAN AT THE KA’IWA RIDGE TRAIL IN KA’OHAO, O’AHU,
HAWAI ‘I

Dear Chair Kia’ãina and Members of the Zoning and Planning Committee:

As the Agent for the developer! Applicant, Department of Land and
Natural Resources (DLNR), we present for your review and approvalthe
Special Management Area Major Application for the subject project. The
DLNR acknowledges and affirms that it is recommended by the
Department of Planning and Permitting that the Council of the City and
County of Honolulu issues the SMA Major Permit subject to the following
conditions:

A. Development must be in general conformity with the Project as
described in the DPP’s findings and recommendation, referenced
above, and as depicted in Exhibits A through D, E-1 through E-9, and F
through K, attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein. Any
change in the size or nature of the Project that may have a significant
effect on coastal resources addressed in ROH Chapter 25, HRS
Chapter 205A, or both, will require a new application and SMA Major
Permit. Any change that does not have a significant effect on coastal
resources will be considered a minor modification and may be
permitted under the adopted resolution, upon review and approval by
the Director of the OPP.

B. In order to minimize impacts to known and unknown archaeological,
historic, and cultural resources that may be present on the Project
site, the Applicant shall comply with the following:
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If, during construction, any previously unidentified archaeological sites or remains (such as
artifacts, shell, bone, or charcoal deposits, human burials, rock or coral alignments,
paving, or walls) are encountered, the Applicant shall stop work, protect the find from
further disturbance, and contact State Historic Preservation Division (“SHPD”)
immediately. Work in the immediate area must be stopped until the SHPD is able to assess
the impact and make further recommendations for mitigative activity. The requirements
enumerated in this condition must be clearly stated under “Environmental Notes” on all
Project construction permit plans and building permit plans.

C. In order to minimize impacts to endangered, protected, or threatened fauna that may
frequent or traverse the vicinity of the Project site, the Applicant is responsible for the
following:

1. All Project site work and construction activities are limited to daylight hours
(sunrise to sunset);

2. Barbtess fencing must be used for all fence construction to avoid the
entanglement of Hawaiian Hoary Bats; and

3. Woody plants greater than 15 feet in height may not be disturbed, removed, or
trimmed during the Hawaiian Hoary Bat birthing and pup rearing season (June 1
through September 15);

The requirements enumerated in this condition must be clearly stated under
“Environmental Notes” on all Project construction permit plans and building permit plans.

D. To minimize the spread of invasive pathogens, pests, or plants that may harm
native species and ecosystems, the Applicant is responsible for the following:

1. The importation of fill material must be minimized to the extent possible. The
Project may require the import of rocks or boulders for structural stability or
safety, but no importation of fill soil will be required;

2. Prior to and during construction activities, when personnel, materiaLs, vehicles,
or equipment are being relocated from one location to another, and when
construction activities have concluded, materials, vehicles, and equipment
should be cleaned of excess soil and debris to minimize the risk of spreading
invasive species using the current recommendations from the O’ahu Invasive
Species Council (‘OISC”);

3. During the initial pre-construction meeting, or otherwise prior to the initiation of
any construction activities, and upon arrival of any new workers to the Project
site, the Applicant (or their representative) shall distribute a copy of the most
recently updated OISC “Decontamination Protocols for Prevention of Invasive
Species” (Protocols) to all workers who will be present at the site, and/or post
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the Protocols in a visible Location accessible to all on-site workers and
delivery/haul-out contractors. All on-site workers shall be instructed to review
the species photos and inspection/cleaning protocols prior to commencing
work; and

4. If species on the CISC invasive species target list are encountered during
construction activities, the Applicant shall immediately contact the CISC to
report the species found. The current contact email and phone number for the
CISC shall be visibly posted at the Project site. The Applicant shall implement
any measures recommended by the OISC and/or the responsible State or
Federal agency charged with eradication of the invasive species.

The requirements enumerated in this condition must be clearly stated under
“Environmental Notes” on all Project construction permit plans and building permit plans.

E. Approval of this SMA Major Permit does not constitute compliance with other City
ordinances, including but not Limited to the Land Use Ordinance (LUO) and building
and construction codes, or other governmental requirements, including but not limited
to LUO-related approvals, and building, grading, and grubbing permit approvals, which
are subject to separate review and approval. The Applicant is responsible for ensuring
that the final pLans for the Project approved under this SMA Major Permit comply with
all applicable City ordinances and other governmental provisions and requirements.

We greatly appreciate the efforts of the City Council, especially those of Councilmember
Kia’ãina’s, in reviewing the subject Resolution. We would further appreciate its passage out
of the Zoning and PLanning Committee.

Please do not hesitate to contact Catie Cullison at cculLison@pbrhawaii.com.

Sincerely,

PBR HAWAII

C
Catie Cullison
Senior Vice President, Principal


