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June 23, 2025 
 
Aloha Chair Kiaʻaina and esteemed Committee members, 
 
I am writing in strong support of the proposed project on the Kaʻiwa Ridge trail. This trail is 
"loved to death" with extremely high volume of users coming from the neighborhood, other 
parts of the island and from across the globe. The overuse has resulted in three problems: 
erosion and run off, unsafe hiking conditions, and impact on the surrounding neighbors. This 
project seeks to address the first two, and to set the stage for the State to address the third.  
 
Where the trail is steep, multiple paths have been cut by hikers looking for more stable footing, 
exposing areas over 25 feet wide. During heavy rains, a few feet of topsoil has been washed off 
these exposed faces, running through storm drains to the nearby ocean where the silt settles 
on the near-shore coral heads. By creating a demarkated, stable, hardened path that hikers will 
stay on, the surrounding area can be outplanted and the erosion can be stopped. 
 
The paths will also create safer conditions for hikers. There are currently frequent accidents on 
the trail, including ones that require helicopter rescues.  These rescues are paid for by our 
taxpayers. There was also one tragic death in recent years on the trail. The proposed 
improvements may not prevent all adverse incidents, but they will certainly help reduce them. 
 
Finally, this project sets the stage for making this the first managed State trail (as opposed to 
State Park) in Hawaii to have hours and manage congestion. Its popularity as spot to take 
sunrise selfies has cut into the sleep of the neighbors who daily hear slammed car doors, beeps 
as cars are locked, and people talking before dawn. 
  
Mahalo for your continued support of this initiative. 
  
  
  
Representative Lisa Marten, District 51 
 
 



Selected Agenda Item: RES25-078 GRANTING A SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA MAJOR PERMIT
TO ALLOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
A STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT PLAN AT THE KAIWA RIDGE TRAIL IN LANIKAI, OAHU

Esther Kiaāina, Chair

Tommy Waters, Vice Chair

Radiant Cordero

Val A. Okimoto

Andria Tupola

Aloha Esther and Committee Members,

Thank you for the opportunity for allowing this testimony in support of Resolution 25-078.

As the President of the Mokulua Fishing Club, celebrating our 75th year of operation in Lanikai, I
wish to convey the Club’s support for approval of the permit and construction of physical
improvements and implementation of a strategic management plan for the Ka’iwa Ridge Trail in
Lanikai, O’ahu.

The Mokulua Fishing Club has great concerns for the reef structure that runoff from this trail is
negatively impacting.  Following the years of added pressure on the Ka’iwa Ridge Trail, a special
gem in Lanikai, we are seeing too much erosion that adversely affects the Aalapapa Reef
Ecosystem.  Allowing the permit to move forward will provide better resource management for
years of enjoyment for generations.

Our fisheries are in need of relief and this is a great step to correcting years of neglect.

Thank you very much for your time.

Malama Pono and A hui hou

John K. “Lee” Bell

President – The Mokulua Fishing Club

Jkbell007@gmail.com
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Esther Kiaāina, Chair
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Andria Tupola

Aloha Esther and Committee Members,

Thank you for scheduling a hearing on this most worthy effort for the betterment of this hidden gem in
Lanikai.

Born, raised, and having raised my babies in Lanikai I have witnessed it transform in the last 63+ years.  With
the addition of social media and the growth of population on our Island home, our neighborhood has seen
much change.  Some for the better, and some for the worse.

This project has been in the works since 2014 when a group called Malama Kaōhao, started to press for
understanding the importance of the waters off Lanikai and the effects of increased Pill Box trail use on both
water and land.  These are intertwined; as the trail run off due to added trail use increased so did the
destruction of our aqua system.

Please pass this resolution as to begin to follow through to 10+ years of discussions as we watched the
destruction increase and continue unabated and led us to where we are today.

It is a start to the healing process for the environment and the betterment for enjoyment of the gem we call
the Ka’iwa Trail.

John K. “Lee” Bell

Lanikai Association Member for 42 years, past Lanikai Association Board Member, 38 years.

Mokulua Fishing Club – 75th President

Lanikai Canoe Club- Member

Lanikai Park Manager

Malama Kaōhao,– Founding Member
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