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Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement 
91-1270 Kinoiki St., Bldg. 1 

Kapolei, HI 96707 
 

Honolulu City Council 
Bill 15 – Relating to the Climate Resiliency Fund 

 
RE: Strong Support of Bill 15                     May 14, 2025 
 
The Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA) writes in strong support of Bill 15 to establish a 
Climate Resiliency Fund. Engaging our local communities in direct environmental management and 
governance is key to overcoming the many challenges of climate change. In a time of significant change 
and unsurety, this bill could extend a critical life line to our people, our environment, and our lands. 
 
The Hawaiʻi State Constitution requires the protection and enforcement of Native Hawaiian rights, 
including traditional and customary practices that are intrinsically dependent on our threatened natural 
resources. Native Hawaiian cultural values and stewardship practices already hold many of the solutions 
to increase climate resilience. It’s important that climate resiliency funding is distributed to solutions that 
are community-based and facilitate partnerships between community and agencies. This bill uplifts and 
supports existing community work to mālama ʻāina. 
 
Many of the communities we work with are committed to ensuring the long-term health of our biocultural 
resources as tThey have depended on them for generations. Our environment, the foundation of our very 
existence, is about long-term investment and a vision of ʻāina momona. To get there requires taking the 
steps necessary for greater self-sufficiency, including development of innovative and sustainable career 
pathways, mindsets, relationships, and resource flows for mālama ʻāina. 
 
We have watched the consequences of underinvestment in our ʻāina, and we cannot wait another fire, 
flood, or bleaching season without a solution. This measure is a critical step toward a future where Hawaiʻi 
is protected, cared for, and healthy - for our communities, economy, and future generations. For these 
reasons, we humbly ask that you PASS BILL 15.  
 
Me ka haʻahaʻa,  
 
 
 
 

Madelyn McKeague 
Director of Advocacy, CNHA  



 
 
Date: May 13, 2025 

 
Re: Strong Support for Honolulu City Council Bill 15(25)  
 
Aloha Chair Waters and Councilmembers, 
 
My name is Maka Gibson, and I am a Program Officer at Resources Legacy Fund, a 
nonprofit that supports conservation, environmental justice, and climate resiliency efforts 
across the state. Resources Legacy Fund is in strong support of Bill 15 and the floor draft 
introduced by Councilmember Weyer. We urge this Council to adopt Bill 15 FD1 and pass 
this critical ordinance to guide the implementation of the City and County of Honolulu's 
Climate Resiliency Fund. 
 
We commend the Council for helping to protect our local communities by providing 50 
percent of the Climate Resiliency Fund as direct assistance to community-based efforts. 
Local funding and leadership are especially important now given the federal funding cuts 
and program closures to protect our communities in the face of natural disasters and 
climate impacts. RLF was set to administer a federal grant program for Hawai‘i, which 
would have brought $10-12 million to community-based organizations, until it was shut 
down this month. 
 
Bill 15 will help the City and County of Honolulu extend the reach and impact of our limited 
tax funds. RLF was proud to work with the statewide Care for ʻĀina Now coalition this past 
state legislative session to help pass Senate Bill 1396. Once signed, the bill will dedicate a 
small but steady stream of state Transient Accommodation Tax funds for climate resilience 
projects. With this City Climate Resiliency Fund, the Island of Oʻahu will have a chance to 
attract those TAT-increase funds to projects here on our island that benefit and protect our 
local communities. 
 
We applaud the leadership this Council has shown on Bill 15. Please pass the FD1 today 
and help provide much-needed climate security to our island residents.  
 
Mahalo for your leadership, 
Maka Gibson 
Resources Legacy Fund 



 
Testimony Before The  

City Council of the City and County of Honolulu 
IN STRONG SUPPORT OF BILL 15 
Wednesday, May 14, 2025 10:00 am 

 
My name is Kevin Chang and I am the Executive Director of Kua‘āina Ulu ʻAuamo (or KUA). 
KUA works to empower grassroots rural and Native Hawaiian mālama ʻāina groups to celebrate their 
places and pass on their traditions to better Hawaiʻi and achieve ‘āina momona— an abundant, 
productive ecological system that supports community well-being.  
  

Kuaʻāina Ulu ʻAuamo (KUA) means “grassroots growing through shared responsibility,” our 
acronym KUA means backbone. KUA works to empower communities to improve their quality of life 
through caring for their environmental heritage together. We employ a community‐driven approach 
that currently supports a network of close to 40 mālama ʻāina (natural and cultural resource 
stewardship) community groups collectively referred to as E Alu Pū (move forward together), over 60 
indigenous aquaculture restoration projects and practitioners called the Hui Mālama Loko Iʻa, and a 
growing group of over 60 limu loea (master practitioners in gathering native seaweed) called the 
Limu Hui -- all from across the Hawaiian archipelago.  Our shared vision is to once again 
experience what our kūpuna (ancestors) referred to as ʻĀINA MOMONA – abundant and 
healthy ecological systems that sustain our community resilience and well-being. 

 
Mahalo nui loa for this opportunity to submit testimony on Bill 15 and the floor draft introduced 

by Councilmember Weyer. I urge this Council to adopt Bill 15 FD1 and pass this critical ordinance to 
guide the implementation of the City and County of Honolulu's Climate Resiliency Fund. Many of the 
communities in our network on Oʻahu bring great benefits to our state climate and environmental goals. 
Despite many of their long-held efforts the resources our state has provided have been minimal; until 
this year.  

 
We are excited to hear of this effort and commend the Council for stepping up to support, 

partner and protect our local communities and provide for 50% of the Climate Resiliency Fund to be 
deployed in direct assistance to community-based efforts. It is uniquely important now given federal 
funding cuts and program closures that have helped to protect public safety in the face of natural 
disaster and climate impacts. 
  

Bill 15 will also help the City and County of Honolulu extend the reach and impact of our 
limited tax funds. We were proud to work with the Care for ʻĀina Now coalition to help pass Senate 
Bill 1396 that is poised to dedicate a small but steady stream of state funds for climate resilience 
projects this past state legislative session. By stepping up and leading with this City Climate 
Resiliency Fund, the Island of Oʻahu will have a chance to attract and draw those statewide TAT-
increase funds to projects here on our island that benefit and protect our local communities. Please 
pass the FD1 today and provide security to our island residents. 
 

E aloha 'āina momona kākou, let us all work to increase abundance in our precious and sacred, 
ʻāina. 

https://kuahawaii.org/


           

 

      

    

 

 

 Care for ‘Āina Now Coalition Letter in Support of Bill 15 
 

Chair Waters and Councilmembers, 

  

 Our coalition is in strong support of Bill 15 and the floor draft introduced by Councilmember Weyer. I urge this 

Council to adopt Bill 15 FD1 and pass this critical ordinance to guide the implementation of the City and County 

of Honolulu's Climate Resiliency Fund. 

  

We commend the Council for stepping up to protect our local communities and providing for 50% of the 

Climate Resiliency Fund to be deployed in direct assistance to community-based efforts. It is especially 

important now given the federal funding cuts and program closures that have helped to protect our public 

safety in the face of natural disaster and climate impacts. 

  

Bill 15 will also help the City and County of Honolulu extend the reach and impact of our limited tax funds. We 

were proud to work with the Care for ʻĀina Now coalition to help pass Senate Bill 1396 that is poised to 

dedicate a small but steady stream of state funds for climate resilience projects this past state legislative 

session. By stepping up and leading with this City Climate Resiliency Fund, the Island of Oʻahu will have a 

chance to attract and draw those statewide TAT-increase funds to projects here on our island that benefit and 

protect our local communities. 

  

We are proud of the leadership this Council has shown on Bill 15. Please pass the FD1 today and provide 

security to our island residents. 

  

Mahalo, 

 
 

careforainanow.org 



           

 

      

    

 

These community groups, organizations and businesses support funding for �‹āina, resilience, restoration, 
protection, management, and stewardship solutions for the communities of Hawai‘i. 
 

1.​ Agripelago 
2.​ Blue Planet Foundation 
3.​ Benioff Ocean Science Laboratory 
4.​ Care About Climate 
5.​ Citizens’ Climate Lobby Hawaiʻi 
6.​ Conservation Council for Hawaiʻi 
7.​ Conservation International  
8.​ Conservation Council of Hawaiʻi 
9.​ Coral Reef Alliance 
10.​ Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement 
11.​ Delphi Cinema 
12.​ Excurinsure 
13.​ Everblue 
14.​ Fish Pono–Save Our Reefs 
15.​ Friends of Hanauma Bay 
16.​ Full Circle Farm 
17.​ FutureSwell 
18.​ Global Preservation Initiative 
19.​ Good Food Movement 
20.​Hanalei Initiative 
21.​ Hawaiʻi Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA) 
22.​Hawaiʻi Alliance for Community Based Economic Development (HACBED) 
23.​ Hawaiʻi Environmental Change Agents 
24.​ Hawaiʻi Green Growth 
25.​Hawaiʻi Impact Collaborative 
26.​Hawaiʻi Land Trust 
27.​ Hawaiʻi Reef and Ocean Coalition 

careforainanow.org 



           

 

      

    

 

28.​Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund 
29.​ Hawaiʻi Youth Climate Coalition 
30.​ Kailua Beach Adventures 
31.​ Kauai Climate Action Coalition 
32.​ Kauai Farm Planning 
33.​ Kanu Hawaiʻi 
34.​ Kingdom Pathways 
35.​ Kua'āina Ulu 'Auamo (KUA) 
36.​ Kuleana Coral Restoration 
37.​ Kupu 
38.​ Limahuli Garden and Preserve 
39.​ Leftover Love Co 
40.​ �<���V�J�W�J���7�_�V�N�S�J 
41.​ Mālama Learning Center 
42.​ Mālama Maunalua 
43.​ Mālama Pupukea-Waimea 
44.​ Maui Ocean Center 
45.​ Maui Ocean Center Marine Institute 
46.​ National Tropical Botanical Garden 
47.​ Native Ecosystem Services  
48.​ The Nature Conservancy 
49.​ North Shore Community Land Trust  
50.​Papahānaumokuākea Marine Debris Project 
51.​ Parley for the Oceans 
52.​Pono Hawaiʻi Initiative  
53.​ Protea Zero Waste Store 
54.​ Resources Legacy Fund 
55.​Reuse Hawaiʻi  
56.​Surfrider Foundation Hawaiʻi Chapters 
57.​ Sustainable Coastlines Hawaiʻi  

careforainanow.org 



           

 

      

    

 

58.​Sustainable Molokaʻi 
59.​ Travel2Change 
60.​Trust for Public Land 
61.​ Waiʻoli Valley Taro Hui 
62.​Waipā Foundation 
63.​ Wakeful State 
64.​ Wastewater Alternatives & Innovations (WAI) 
65.​Wild Kids 
66.​Young Progressives Demanding Action  
67.​ Zero Waste Hawaiʻi Island 

 
Mahalo for your consideration to protect Hawaiʻi’s natural resources. 

careforainanow.org 


