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Dear Chair Tommy Waters and Esteemed Councilmembers, 

I write to convey my ardent support for Resolution No. 25-37, which sagaciously urges the State of Hawaiʻi to establish a 

Hawaiian Language Commission to perpetuate and promote ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi, a sacred bastion of Native Hawaiian identity. 

Below, I delineate my fervent endorsement of this initiative: 

 

Purpose of Support: 

I unequivocally endorse Resolution No. 25-37, recognizing its perspicuous acknowledgment of ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi’s critical role 

in Native Hawaiian culture. 

This resolution is an exigent step to not merely preserve but ensure ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi thrives as a living language, countering 

the nefarious legacy of colonial suppression. 

 

Historical Context and Urgency: 

The resolution poignantly recounts the lamentable outlawing of ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi following the 1893 illegal overthrow of the 

Hawaiian monarchy—a contumelious act aimed at subjugating our people. 

Despite valiant efforts—like the 1978 constitutional amendment, ʻAha Pūnana Leo immersion preschools, and the 

University of Hawaiʻi’s Hawaiʻinuiākea School of Hawaiian Knowledge—UNESCO still classifies ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi as “critically 

endangered,” a dire admonition. 

The time for resolute action is now, lest we consign our language to oblivion, a fate our kūpuna, once among the world’s 

most literate, would abhor. 

 

Merits of the Hawaiian Language Commission: 

The proposed Commission is a sagacious instrument to revitalize ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi, tasked with: 

Coordinating State and City efforts to promote the teaching and learning of ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi. 

Encouraging broader usage through campaigns, activities, and accessible resources. 

Supporting organizations in developing and evaluating Hawaiian language plans. 

Commissioning research to bolster revitalization efforts. 

 

Developing new vocabulary to ensure ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi remains a vibrant, adaptable language. 

These mandates transform ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi from a relic on the precipice into a living medium, capable of navigating 

modernity while honoring ancestral roots. 



 

Personal Advocacy and Broader Context: 

As a steadfast advocate for the ʻāina, I have vociferously opposed the U.S. Army’s risible $1 lease at Pōhakuloa, calculating 

a proper rent of $38.44 million annually to reflect fair market value and restitution for environmental and cultural 

despoilment. 

My commitment to mālama ʻāina is further evidenced by my adoption of the Daniel K. Inouye Highway from mile markers 

27 to 29 for another three years (2025–2028), despite the Army’s ignominious absence from Mauna Kea cleanup efforts 

since the 2015 arrests of protectors. 

These efforts underscore the necessity of cultural preservation as an act of justice, a mission this Commission advances by 

empowering our language and identity. 

 

Call to Action: 

I implore the Honolulu City Council to adopt Resolution No. 25-37 with alacrity, sending a resounding message to the State 

of Hawaiʻi that ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi’s revitalization is a sacrosanct duty. 

Let us honor our kūpuna’s legacy—once a paragon of literacy in the Kingdom of Hawaii—by ensuring ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi 

flourishes as a testament to our resilience and sovereignty. 

 

I stand ready to support this endeavor through advocacy, community engagement, and any resources at my disposal. 

 

Mahalo nui loa for your consideration, 

Master Shelby "Pikachu" Billionaire, HRM 

Kingdom of The Hawaiian Islands, H.I. 
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Testimony in Support of Resolution 25-37 
URGING THE STATE OF HAWAI’I TO CREATE A HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE/ʻŌLELO 

HAWAII COMMISSION. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Aloha e Chair Waters and members of the Council: 

 
The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS Resolution 25-37, urging the State of 

Hawai‘i to create a Hawaiian Language Commission/ ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi Commission.  
 
The perpetuation of ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi is critical to the evolving culture, health, and well-

being of Native Hawaiians, and this measure is an important step to support the continued use and 
growth of ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi across the pae ‘āina.  Although our state is constitutionally mandated “to 
promote the study of Hawaiian culture, history, and language[,]” and ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi has been an 
official state language since 1978,1 much remains to be done to ensure the re-normalization of the 
use of the ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi. Moreover, recent attacks on the use of ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi underscores the 
continued importance of institutionalized support for the use of Hawai‘i’s first language at all 
levels of government. 

 
To foster continued use of ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi, OHA supports resolution 25-37 and OHA 

appreciates the adoption of our requested amendments from prior testimony which has changed 
the name of the commission to ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi Commission, replacing “City” with “the counties” 
and included the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 

 
Mahalo to the authors of this Resolution and the Honolulu City Council for bringing forth 

this resolution at a critical time, when ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi is under attack, but also in celebration and 
recognition of Mahina ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi, and the vital place of ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi in Hawaiʻi’s rich 
cultural fabric. 

 
OHA respectfully urges the Committee to pass this measure. 

 

 
1 HAW. CONST. ART. XV SEC. 4.  


