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Name: 

Sheldon Tawata

Email: 

sheldon.tawata@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 8, 2025 @ 05:41 PM

Name: 

Kathleen Pahinui

Email: 

pahinuik001@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96791-9540

Representing: 

Save North Shore Neighborhoods

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 11, 2025 @ 02:09 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha Council Chair Waters and Council Members - 

 

I strongly support this resolution to foreclose on this property. No one is above the law and too often, those running 

illegal vacation rentals believe the rules are not meant for them. By initiating this action, you are showing support for the 

residents of this island and making an example of a major scofflaw. We hope other illegal renters take note and work to 

clean up their act. 

 

Mahalo, 

 

Kathleen M. Pahinui 

President, Save Our North Shore Neighborhoods

Name: 

Kelly Lee

Email: 

kellyreports@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

OSTRA

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 12, 2025 @ 10:10 AM

Name: 

Christine Otto Zaa

Email: 

higoodneighbor@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

HI Good Neighbor

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 12, 2025 @ 05:00 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha Councilmembers: 

 

HI Good Neighbor strongly supports Resolution 25-135 to initiate foreclosure action on the illegal STR that has operated 

for years in clear violation of our laws and accrued millions in unpaid fines. 

 

The owner has had years to comply but has instead chosen to deliberately break the law. STRs have no place in our 



residential neighborhoods. When violations like this are allowed to continue unchecked, it sends a message that rules 

don't matter, and it only encourages more bad actors. 

 

People are tired of investors buying up homes just to rent to tourists. It drives up prices and pushes local families out. We 

need housing for residents, not tourists. We’re glad to see the City stepping up and making that a priority. 

 

 

Christine Otto Zaa 

HI Good Neighbor

Name: 

Donna Wong

Email: 

htf3000@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Hawaii's Thousand Friends

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 12, 2025 @ 06:00 PM

Name: 

Lisa Marten

Email: 

repmarten@capitol.hawaii.gov

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

House District 51

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 12, 2025 @ 06:12 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha Esteemed Council Members, 

 

I applaud CM Nishimoto for taking action to enforce our long time laws around vacation rentals. Vacation rentals continue 

to make up a significant proportion of the residential housing stock in my District, in both Kailua and Waimānalo. Without 

enforcement, these houses will not be returned to residential use. 

 

Zoning laws are only useful if they are enforced. Bad actors who ignore our laws and harm our communities for personal 

profit should be penalized to the full extent of the law. 

 

Mahalo, 

 

Representative Lisa Marten 

State House District 51

Name: 

Shane Sochocki

Email: 

shanesochocki@gmail.com

Zip: 

96712

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 12, 2025 @ 09:02 PM

Testimony: 



Aloha Chair and Councilmembers, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of this resolution authorizing foreclosure to collect 

civil fines from the Revocable Living Trust of Diana Tsui Hung Lee. 

 

This case is no longer just about one property in Alewa Heights, it’s about whether the City and County of Honolulu is 

prepared to back its short-term rental laws with real consequences. Approving this resolution is an essential step toward 

restoring credibility, fairness, and trust in the city’s enforcement framework. 

 

As a North Shore resident, I see the consequences of weak enforcement daily. Listings flagged months ago are still active. 

Properties with NOVs or NOOs continue to operate under a thin pretense of “30-day minimums,” even as rental cars and 

guests cycle in and out like clockwork. Calendars are full. Reviews are fresh. The public is watching , and what they see is a 

system that bends for those willing to test its limits. 

 

The larger concern isn’t just one homeowner gaming the rules, it’s a pattern of delayed or ineffective enforcement that 

creates a landscape where illegal rentals continue to thrive, while law-abiding residents are left footing the bill. When civil 

fines are delayed, reduced, or quietly financed at zero interest, it’s not enforcement, it's enabling. It’s a signal that 

compliance is optional. 

 

There’s also a deeper policy concern we need to acknowledge: when illegal short-term rentals inflate home values, they 

also inflate tax assessments. That inflation benefits property tax collections. Whether intentional or not, this dynamic 

creates a structural disincentive to act swiftly and decisively against illegal activity. It’s not about blame, it’s about 

recognizing that the city cannot both rely on inflated valuations for revenue and claim to be aggressively fighting the very 

activity causing them. 

 

This resolution is an opportunity to change course. By moving forward with foreclosure, the city makes clear that its laws 

have teeth, that civil fines mean something, and that rules apply equally, even to well-resourced or well-advised property 

owners. 

 

This isn’t about punishment. It’s about precedent. When enforcement has real outcomes, it protects our communities, 

levels the playing field, and rebuilds public confidence. 

 

Thank you for taking this step, and for continuing to pursue stronger, more accountable short-term rental enforcement on 

behalf of all Honolulu residents. 

 

Sincerely, 

Shane Sochocki 

Resident, North Shore Oʻahu



Name: 

Benjamin Sadoski

Email: 

bsadoski@5.unitehere.org

Zip: 

96826

Representing: 

UNITE HERE Local 5

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 13, 2025 @ 10:43 AM

Name: 

Douglas Rollick

Email: 

kcillor@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 13, 2025 @ 12:05 PM

Testimony: 

The Council members need to support resolution 25-135.  Unless a law is actually enforced, there is no law.

Name: 

Jeannine Johnson

Email: 

jeannine@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96821

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 13, 2025 @ 12:17 PM

Testimony: 

Mahalo for taking action to enforce the law around illegal vacation rentals. In a Civil Beat story just today, booking 

platforms must tell the city which properties have been rented, allowing the city to check if those units are legal. 

Companies can be fined up to $10,000 a day, per unit, if they receive a fee to book an unregistered short-term rental. But 

in the four and a half years since the law took effect, Honolulu’s Department of Planning and Permitting has never cited 

Airbnb, Vrbo or any other rental platform for doing business with illegal rentals, city officials told Civil Beat. 

 

Meanwhile, the number of illegal rentals dwarfs legal ones. Inside Airbnb, an organization that works to combat the 

negative effects of short-term rentals, says the site has about 7,900 listings on Oʻahu. The city says there are just 2,100 

legal short-term rentals here.  Zoning laws are only useful if they are enforced. Bad actors who ignore our laws and harm 

our communities for personal profit should be penalized to the full extent of the law, including the platforms who do 

business with them. 

 

Mahalo for your support of this resolution.

Name: 

Neil Frazer

Email: 

neilfrazer@icloud.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 13, 2025 @ 12:32 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support this resolution. The City and County's long-standing practice of waiving or reducing fines has made our 

laws meaningless.



Name: 

Torie Nakata-Nagao

Email: 

tatatatorie@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 13, 2025 @ 02:53 PM

Testimony: 

Please pass this resolution and take a stand for our law-abiding residents.

Name: 

John Otto

Email: 

ottobond808@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 13, 2025 @ 03:39 PM

Testimony: 

I support Resolution 25-135 to foreclose on this illegal short-term rental. The owners have shown nothing but contempt 

for our laws and for the people who live here. They've raked in big bucks for YEARS and ignored fines, enforcement, and 

the impact on the community. 

 

This is blatant, repeated noncompliance and not harmless oversight. The greedy owners willfully broke the law. When 

individuals operate outside the law with no consequences, it undermines public trust and weakens the rule of law. Those 

who choose to disregard our laws for personal gain should be held fully accountable. The owners have had years to 

comply. NO MORE CHANCES!

Name: 

Jeanne Ohta

Email: 

jyohta@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96821

Representing: 

Aina Haina Community Association

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 13, 2025 @ 04:08 PM

Name: 

Ross Isokane

Email: 

isokane@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 13, 2025 @ 05:39 PM

Testimony: 

This is what I would call, "a good start." 

Would love to see the city administration roll up its sleeves and start chipping away to help us take back our housing from 

those seeking to profit from speculation/tourism.

Name: 

Ursula Retherford

Email: 

robert.retherford@hawaiiantel.net

Zip: 

96734

Representing: Position: Submitted: 



Self Support May 13, 2025 @ 08:21 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha, 

 

I am writing in favor of Resolution 25-135. I do not understand why it takes a resolution to enforce an existing law, but 

whatever it takes, I am grateful that the City is finally taking appropriate action against someone who has been knowingly 

scoffing the law for so long. So many of those breaking the law and not paying fines for noncompliance have been getting 

away with it without fear of enforcement by the City. Given the presented facts of the case, I think that the action of 

foreclosure is justified, fair, and somewhat overdue. It seems to be the City's last resort for collecting the fines due, and 

hopefully also close down this illegal operation. 

 

I hope that this foreclosure action will send a message to all who have been making a mockery of the law for decades, that 

the City is, at long last, determined to enforce our zoning laws and protect our residential housing supply. 

 

Thank you very much for your support of Resolution 25-135. 

 

Ursula Retherford

Name: 

Leah Retherford

Email: 

leahretherford@gmail.com

Zip: 

94610

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 13, 2025 @ 09:28 PM

Testimony: 

Dear Councilmembers: 

 

As someone born and raised in Hawaii and who remains strongly connected to my hometown of Kailua, I am writing to 

support Resolution 25-135. 

 

I believe that Resolution 25-135 is a critically important step in the process of addressing a problem that severely impacts 

O'ahu's housing supply. Without strong enforcement measures, violations will continue. The City needs to use the tools it 

can, and to think creatively, and in light of the egregious nature of this case, foreclosure is an appropriate action. It will 

also set a precedent, the significance of which will hopefully ripple throughout the realm of illegal vacation rental 

operations and drive home the point that the law must be respected. 

 

Mahalo for considering my testimony. 

 

Sincerely, 

Leah Retherford



Name: 

Marisa Nguyen

Email: 

mypillbuggy@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 14, 2025 @ 04:30 AM

Testimony: 

Support Council Resolution 25-135 authorizing foreclosure on this offender of our short-term rental laws. Enforcement is 

needed in order for laws against vacation rentals to be effective and prevent the destruction of our residential areas. 

Protect our neighborhoods  against short-term vacation rentals by passing this resolution.

Name: 

Thinh Nguyen

Email: 

marisatin@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 14, 2025 @ 04:35 AM

Testimony: 

Support Resolution 25-135 allowing foreclosure on this entity which repeatedly ignores short-term rental laws to 

egregiously make money and ruin residential areas. Enforcement of these laws is key.



Resolution 25-135 Testimony - May 14, 2025 Council Meeting 
 
Coming home to a community means placing a mutual trust and compassion toward your 
neighbors. It is perpetuated in the form of a hand wave as you cross paths, share a homemade 
recipe, or catching up on family events. It is through these relationships that bring people 
together in moments of joy and times of need. Alewa Heights, much like communities 
everywhere with similar characteristics, is special because it encapsulates all that has been 
described but in sum, it is defined as “home”.  
 
The community surrounding 2154 Auliʻi Street has had its patience tested for years. The 
homeowner’s illegal behavior offered the short term renters a perceived pass to extend further 
illegal acts such as illegal drug use, noise pollution, reckless driving behaviors, and parking 
violations to name a few. These renters would stay between a few days to several weeks, which 
taxed our community by having our guard up on a regular basis to maintain what it means to 
have a community. As time continued, their behaviors roped in the Honolulu Police Department, 
the Honolulu Fire Department, and the Department of Planning and Permitting who tried their 
best to bring back the meaning of community but with minimal to no avail due to the deliberate 
negligence and selfish acts of the homeowner. 
 
His actions demonstrate his lack of compassion for our community. The homeowner showed no 
intention of building community by continuing his illegal behavior and blatant refusal to pay his 
fines thus unveiling the level of greed and his disconnect with the Alewa Heights community. 
 
In closing, the homeowner of 2154 Auliʻi Street, also a non-resident of Hawaiʻi, continuously 
makes attempts to tear apart our community through cowardly acts rooted in greed by turning 
his home into an unlawful short term rental, thus I am in support of Resolution 25-135.  
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
Honolulu City Council 
May 14, 2025 
 
Re: Support RES25-135 
 
Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Weyer and Council Members, 
 
OSTRA is a non-profit organization representing over 10,000 legal short-term rental units on Oahu, 
including independently owned hotel units, registered transient vacation units, and other legally 
operating mid- and short-term rentals. Our membership also includes property managers, cleaners, 
and numerous other small businesses that rely on our industry for their livelihoods. Importantly, 
nearly 80% of our rental owners are also residents of Oahu, demonstrating our deep commitment to 
protecting the quality of life in our communities. 
 
OSTRA supports the adoption of Resolution 25-135 to authorize the Department of the Corporation 
Counsel to initiate foreclosure action against the Revocable Living Trust of Diana Tsui Hung Lee and 
Diana Tsui Hung Lee to collect civil fines.  
 
OSTRA has consistently demonstrated its commitment to responsible operations and regulatory 
compliance. We coordinate with the Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) to educate and 
provide tools for operators to adhere to all applicable laws and regulations.  
 
We ask the Council to reserve this type of legal action for egregious offenders only.  Many of 
OSTRA’s members, particularly the elderly, had difficulty navigating the required software changes to 
adjust their advertising after Ordinance 22-7.  They are now operating and advertising legally, but 
may have outstanding appeals for initial violations received prior to understanding the law and the 
complexities of the advertising platforms.  We do not think foreclosure proceedings are appropriate 
in these cases. 
 
We commend the Council for its leadership in addressing the challenges and opportunities facing 
Oahu's tourism industry and appreciate your consideration. 
 
Mahalo, 
Kelly Lee 
Kelly Lee 
President & Executive Director 
O’ahu Short Term Rental Alliance (OSTRA) 



 
            335 Hahani Street #342132 * Kailua, HI 96734 * Phone (808) 262-0682 E-Mail: htf3000@gmail.com 
 
 
 
May 14, 2025 
 
 

RESOLUTION 25-135 
TO AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL TO INITIATE 

FORECLOSURE ACTION AGAINST THE REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST OF DIANA TSUI HUNG 
LEE AND DIANA TSUI HUNG LEE TO COLLECT CIVIL FINES  

 
 
Aloha Chair Tommy Waters, Vice Chair Radiant Cordero and Councilmembers 
 
Hawaii’s Thousand Friends, a non-profit organization dedicated to ensuring that 
appropriate planning, management and land use decisions are made that protect the 
environment, human health and cultural resources and that decision are made in 
conformity with the law supports Resolution 25-135. 
 
It is appalling that the City has had to spend years issuing countless Notice of Violations 
and Notice of Orders to get the owners of 2154 Aulii Street to comply with the law, which 
they did not do. 
 
Even when the city imposed a fine of $10,000 per day the owners continued to operate their 
unpermitted bed and breakfast home or transient vacation unit,  
 
Oahu is an island of laws, and we cannot allow people to spend years openly disregarding 
laws that are in place to protect our communities, public safety and health.  
 
We urge the City Council to pass this resolution and give the Corporation Counsel the tools 
they need to bring an end to this blatant disregard for the rule of law.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
May 13, 2025 

 
 
 
 
Honolulu City Council 
Councilmember Tommy Waters, Chair  
Councilmember Matt Weyer, Vice Chair 
 
 
Testimony in Support of Resolution 25-135 
 
Chair Waters, Vice Chair Weyer, and Councilmembers, 
 
UNITE HERE Local 5 represents 10,000 working people in the hotel, food service and health care 
industries across Hawaii. We are in support of Resolution 25-135. This City Council has made 
significant efforts over the years to designate where and under what circumstances vacation 
rentals should be allowed. It did this in order to address the housing crisis on O‘ahu, to ensure 
that visitor experiences meet certain standards, and to prevent the conversion of residential 
neighborhoods into unplanned-for, unregulated and unaccountable visitor lodging businesses. In 
doing so, the Council provided clear standards of legal operation of vacation rentals, and laid out 
clear penalties for violating those standards. In order for that legislation to have any effect, it must 
have real enforcement for violations.  
 
Resolution 25-135 seeks enforcement of vacation rental regulations where violators have 
repeatedly failed to pay the fines assessed to them across multiple occasions over several years. 
By proposing to take foreclosure action, this legislation makes meaningful the penalties for 
violating vacation rental rules. This would incentivize all others in violation of those rules to stop 
illegal operations, pay fines already assessed, and bring their operations in line with the law.  
 
We urge you to pass Resolution 25-135. Mahalo. 



1 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
May 14, 2025 
 
To:   Councilmember Tommy Waters, Chair 
 Councilmember Matt Weyer, Vice Chair and 
 Members of the Honolulu City Council 
 
From:  Jeanne Y. Ohta, President 
 
RE:   Resolution 25-135 Authorize the Department of Corporation Counsel to initiate foreclosure 
action and collect civil fines 
 
Position: SUPPORT 
  
The Board of Directors of the ‘Āina Haina Community Association (AHCA) write in support of 
Resolution 25-135 which authorizes the Department of Corporation Counsel to initiate foreclosure 
action and collect civil fines against the Revocable Living Trust of Diana Tsui Hung Lee and Diana Tsui 
Hung Lee to collect civil fines. 
 
It is extremely important that the Department of Corporation Counsel and the Department of Planning 
and Permitting (DPP) make every effort to collect all accrued fines for violations. Currently, because 
collection of fines is not a priority for the DPP, there is no incentive for property owners to comply with 
zoning and building regulations. 
 
We urge the city administration to take a proactive approach to the collection of fines, especially for 
unpermitted bed and breakfast homes or transient vacation rentals where the property owner earns more 
than the fines and cause disruption to the lives of their neighbors with additional noise and traffic caused 
by visitors on vacation. 
 
Please pass this resolution to show violators that ignoring violations and fines may lead to foreclosure on 
their properties. 
 
 
 

‘ĀINA HAINA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
c/o ‘Āina Haina Library, 5246 Kalanianaole Highway, Honolulu, HI  96821 

ainahainaassoc@gmail.com; www. ainahaina.org 
 

Jeanne Ohta, President • Melia Lane-Kanahele, Vice-President • Meymo Rego, Treasurer • Kathy 
Takemoto, Secretary • Directors At Large: Jeff Carlson, Wayson Chow, Bill Kilcoyne, Marie Riley 

 


