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Date 
Issued File No. Project Description 

4/16/1985 85/SMA-37 Hawaiian Rocky Shore Exhibit. 

2/25/1988 88/SMA-36 
Exterior renovations (stairway and balcony 
railing), and new sump pump room and 
equipment. 

10/29/1991 91/SMA-82 Replacing the on-site emergency generator and 
related electrical improvements. 

5/15/1992 92/SMA-62 Seawater intake system modifications. 

5/15/1992 92/SV-10 Seawater intake system modifications. 

5/28/1992 92/SMA-60 
Improvements:  New concrete walkways in the 
parking area and near monk seal pool, and new 
canopy at the entry. 

10/27/1997 94/MSS-4 Six-ft. metal fence. 

10/27/1994 94/SMA-78 
Replace temporary construction fence along 
Diamond Head property line with permanent 
decorative fence. 

9/8/2000 2000/SMA-66 Exterior gateway sculptures. 

2/12/2008 2008/SMA-5 New electrical room and emergency generator 
shed. 

2/12/2008 2008/W-10 New electrical room and emergency generator 
shed. 

2/12/2008 2008/SDD-8 New electrical room and emergency generator 
shed. 

10/14/2021 2021/SMA-81 Flow meter installation and test injection well. 

6/5/2024 
2023/SMA-23 
& 2023/SV-1 Water discharge upgrades. 

 
 

II.  FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

On the basis of the evidence presented, the Director of the DPP has found: 
 

Lot Area 102,210 square ft. or approximately 2.35 acres. 

Lot Shape Semi-square. 

Topography 
Relatively flat and undulating, with elevations ranging from 
around six to nine ft. above mean sea level (MSL). 

Certified 
Shoreline Survey 

Dated January 13, 2024 (see Exhibits G-1 and G-2). 
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III.  ANALYSIS 
 
The proposed Project was analyzed in accordance with the objectives, policies, and 
guidelines established in the ROH Sections 25-3.1 and 25-4.1, as well as 
HRS Sections 205A-2 and 205A-26. 
 

1.  Recreational Resources 

 Development within the SMA should provide coastal recreational 
opportunities to the public.  Adequate access, by dedication or other 
means, to beaches, coastal dunes, recreation areas, and natural reserves 
must be provided to the extent consistent with sound conservation 
principles.  Adequate and properly located public recreation areas and 
wildlife preserves must be preserved. 

 
Implementation of the Project will not result in any change to existing beach 
access or opportunities for hiking, fishing, and cultural practices.  Publicly 
accessible coastal resources in the area include the San Souci State 
Recreational Park located to the west of the Project site and Kaimana Beach 
located to the southeast.  There is no direct public access to the beach 
through the subject property, and the Project does not propose any 
impediments to existing public access adjacent to the site.  Any nuisances 
caused by construction-related activities will be temporary and are required 
to follow Best Management Practices (BMPs).  Therefore, no conditions of 
approval are recommended to address coastal recreational resources. 

 
2.  Historic and Cultural Resources 

 Development within the SMA should protect, preserve, and restore natural 
or human-made historical and cultural resources. 

 
A cultural impact assessment was conducted to evaluate cultural practices in 
the area.  The analysis found that no traditional and customary Native 
Hawaiian rights are exercised within the Project site, that no traditional or 
customary Native Hawaiian rights are impacted by the Project, and that no 
Native Hawaiian rights related to historical or cultural resources have been 
found to exist within the Project site. 
 
Additionally, an archeological literature review (ALR) and field survey study 
were conducted to determine whether the Project poses significant impacts 
to historical or archeological resources.  The ALR findings identify Hawaiian 
historic properties and human burials near the Project area.  While the field 
survey yielded no new discoveries, previous archeological studies near the 
Project area have recorded subsurface historic properties.  The ALR 
recommended archaeological monitoring for identification purposes.  To 
protect and preserve historic resources, an archeological monitoring plan 
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d. Tsunami:  The Project site is located within the tsunami evacuation 
zone (see Exhibit K).  During a tsunami warning, evacuation 
requirements will be enforced based on guidelines issued by the 
Department of Emergency Management.  Operators will follow 
appropriate procedures to protect the public during a tsunami warning.  
As such, no conditions specific to tsunami events are recommended. 

 
7.  Managed Development and Public Participation 

 The development review process should stimulate public awareness, 
education, and participation in coastal management. 

 
The public was made aware of the Project and was given the opportunity to 
review the proposed Project during both the EA phase and the processing of 
the SMA Major Permit application.  The application materials were also 
posted on the DPP website upon acceptance. 
 
During the EA phase, the Applicant presented to the Diamond Head/ 
Kapahulu/Saint Louis Neighborhood Board No. 5 on August 10, 2023.  The 
questions from the Neighborhood Board related to the effects of construction 
in the area, including the presence of construction equipment and impacts 
related to noise and access.  These topics were addressed in the EA and the 
SMA Major Permit application, and do not involve any significant concerns 
relating to the SMA. 
 
A public hearing was held for the SMA Major Permit application at 9:30 a.m. 
on February 10, 2025, at the Fasi Municipal Building.  Notices of the 
application and public hearing were published in the Honolulu Star-
Advertiser and sent to neighbors within 300 ft. of the subject property, 
various public agencies, elected officials for the area, and other interested 
parties.  No written testimony was received prior to the hearing.  The UH 
Project manager, Project engineer, Agent, and DPP staff members were the 
only attendees at the public hearing.  Additional opportunities for public input 
will be available during the City Council hearings.  No related conditions of 
approval are recommended. 

 
8.  Beach and Coastal Dune Protection 

 

Development within the SMA should facilitate beach management and 
protection by safeguarding beaches and coastal dunes for public use and 
recreation, the benefit of ecosystems, and use as natural buffers against 
coastal hazards.  New structures should be located mauka of the 
shoreline setback line to conserve open space, minimize interference with 
natural shoreline processes, and minimize the loss of improvements due 
to erosion. 
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SI\IA Major Permit Application Waikiki Aquarium Upgrades

EXHIBIT C

Figure 5: Conceptual Site Plan Layout
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SIvIA Major Permit Application Waikiki Aquarium Upgrades
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SI\IA Major Permit Application Waikiki Aquarium Upgrades

EXHIBIT E
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