
RES25-050
Testimony

MISC. COMM. 119

COUNCIL



COUNCIL  Meeting
Meeting Date: Feb 26, 2025 @ 10:00 AM

Support: 0
Oppose: 0

I wish to comment: 1



Name: 

Winston Welch

Email: 

winston@outdoorcircle.org

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

The Outdoor Circle

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Feb 26, 2025 @ 09:09 AM

Testimony: 

Aloha City Council Members, 

 

The Outdoor Circle has worked with the City for over 113 years to keep our City free of visual blight, including offsite 

signage and advertising. This is an integral part of who we are and what we value as shown in poll after poll and 

reinforced by court cases protecting our visual environment. Generations of people in Hawaii as well as visitors have come 

to cherish our protected visual environment and we are the envy of the world in this regard. 

 

The Star-Advertiser came out with its editorial on Monday, Feb 24th, 2025 regarding Bill 4, but will also incorporate 

Resolution 25-50 in its scope, and this editorial opinion is also match what we advocate for. 

 

To quote: 

"Caution on Bill 4 has been expressed by members of Hawaii’s Outdoor Circle, which has successfully opposed billboards 

and obtrusive signage in Hawaii for more than a century — a service that should inspire gratitude from all Hawaii 

residents.... 

We agree that by no means should a city shortage of funds to maintain public facilities be a pretext for skirting signage 

rules that protect Hawaii and Honolulu from looking as jumbled and ticky-tacky as certain U.S. mainland tourist locations. 

Current law already prevents that, however, and so it shouldn’t be an issue. 

The City Council should approve Bill 4, and it wouldn’t hurt to include restrictions on signage in Bill 4 that match or 

reinforce state law, addressing the Outdoor Circle Council’s legitimate concerns. Similarly, Resolution 50 endorses savvy 

city management, and so including language incorporating state law would be fitting." 

 

The City can accomplish its goals in Resolution 25-50 and comport with our existing signage laws. To that end, we look 

forward to working with the Council Members and the Administration to address our concerns and offer the following 

suggested change to the resolution as shown in this second clause below starting with "Be it further resolved": 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that the 

Department of Enterprise Services is urged to pursue the sponsorship of naming rights 

for the Neal S. Blaisdell Center; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said sponsorship naming rights shall not include any form of visual recognition in violation 

of state or county law regarding outdoor signage, including but not limited to Chapter 21, Article 7, 

pertaining to sign regulations, and HRS Chapter 445, Part IV, pertaining to 

outdoor advertising, including billboards; and 



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that no later than 180 days after the adoption of 

this resolution, …. 

 

Thank you for the work you do for our city and the opportunity to testify. 

 

Winston Welch, Executive Director, The Outdoor Circle.


