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Testimony: 

Why is it that cities continue to perpetuate the Status Quo that city budgets have to increase each year? Why is the focus 

not on cutting out the pork? Taxpayers are not money trees. A couple of Oahu communities are listed in the WalletHub as 

having the highest credit card debt category in the nation. 

 

The efforts to talk about Property Tax issues are always appreciated. 

Residents in many areas have experienced exponential property assessments increases as much as 54%. Unlike the 

condos, these properties saw increases of hundreds of thousands of dollars. Some saw increases of a million dollar even 

though there had been no improvements. 

 

Again, the property assessment valuation is not appraisal standards, it appears. Land APPRECIATES. Structures/Dwelling 

DEPRECIATES because there is a shelf life to it. Howver, many city assessments have dwellings and Structures 

APPRECIATES significantly too. 

 

There is no need to increase the county's tax rates when the PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS are climbing so quickly. HIGHER 

property  assessments automatically increases the tax revenues. 

 

I continue to promote a property tax cap on our kama'aina owners who have owned their family homes for more than 20 

years. I see increasingly residents who are opting to leave the islands because it's not sustainable. 

 

Ironically, while ordinary kama'aina are struggling to pay heavy taxes, there are historical homes that continue to pay only 

$300.00 a year. Many of these homes are valued in the millions of dollars while Oahu neighbors are paying $20,000 per 

year easily, 

 

There are lots to talk about. 

 

Mahalo! 
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