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Testimony: 

I am in strong support of this bill.



 
Hui O Hauula Testimony: 
                          

HOH LEASE HISTORY:  
1. HOH acquired Right of Entry (ROE) in 2019 from the State Board of Land and 

Natural Resources to the five-acre Hau`ula property so we could improve the 
property in preparation for the construction of the Koolauloa Community 
Resilience Hub.  
 

2. The community completed cleanup of invasive species during 2019-2023 providing 
over $900,000 work through in-kind efforts donated by the community (schools, 
church groups, community groups, individuals, Hauula Fire Station team and TEAM 
Rubicon, a veterans organization). 

 
3.  In 2023 with the ROE was complete, HOH requested a five-year Lease but a 3-year 

Lease was provided by BLNR for April 1, 2023-2025. BLNR also agreed to extend 
this lease at the next BLNR Board meeting in March 2025 to prevent future tax 
assessments by CCH.  
 

4. The ONLY CITY property tax bill sent to Hui O Hauula was in December. 2024 for  
$10,643.61. NO Other bills were sent in 2022, 2023 and 2024. 

 
5. We had been told by DLNR when we got the lease that we would only need to pay 

DLNR $480.00 annually. So the City Tax assessment was a big shock! HOH 
immediately called the City Property Assessment Office and filed exemptions online 
as they recommended. We met with DLNR again and asked if they had known about 
the City Tax requirement, they said they were not aware of it. 

 
6. The following week we went to the City Real Property Assessment Division in-person 

to be sure we had done everything we could to straighten out (what we thought was 
a misunderstanding). 

 
7. About two weeks later we received a call from the City Real Property Assessment 

Division office to make us aware that we were not eligible for an exemption for 
property tax because the BLNR lease was for three years. 

 
8. DLNR has recently said they will immediately amend the 3 year lease to a 5 year 

lease to 2027. The BLNR will extend this lease at the next BLNR Board meeting. 
 

9. The most current property tax bill sent to Hui O Hauula is now for $10,643.61 plus 
and additional penalty will likely be assessed (since payment was due 2/20/25). 

 



                         Hui O Hau`ula, 501c3 Nonprofit 
                Public Charity Effective September 10, 2014 
                                 Hau`ula Community Partnership Hub 
                                54-010 Kukuna Road, Hauula, HI 96717 
                                                  Phone: 808-293-5000 
 
Vision: To perpetuate Ola, Ohana, Kuleana and Aloha. 
Mission: To advance equity and build community resilience through: health and wellness, 
safety/security, education, cultural regeneration, environmental, social and economic 
development and climate resilience information, services and advocacy regarding infrastructure 
needs (roads, bridges, power, wastewater treatment, broadband and digital equity) for all 
Koolau- loa communities through supporting civic and social engagement, volunteerism, fiscal 
support and partnerships with local, city, state, national agencies and organizations. 
 
Services/Programs: are provided by Hui O Hauula and our many partners working together to 
ensure equity for Koolau loa residents at Hauula Community Partnership Hub in Hauula, Hawaii. 
 

1. Civic and Social Engagement 
a.   Hauula Hoolaulea: Annual Community Festival  
b. 1-5K Run/Walk: Held in collaboration with DPR and DOE Schools in Ko`olauloa  
c. HCA Monthly meeting: First Tuesday every month 6:30 PM (now virtual) 
d. BreakFEST: Monthly senior breakfast with entertainment or educational speaker/s 
e. Candidate Talk Story: Candidate Forums/prior to elections 
f. Community Service Volunteers: for Food distribution, Environmental Stewardship 

Teams for Maunawila Heiau and the Ko`olauloa Resilience Hub Agroforesty Project  
g. Holoholo/Excursions: To visit people, places, and things for the enhancement of our 

people and communities 
h. East-West Center- Partnering in Cross-cultural exchanges re Climate Change 

 
2. Safety/Security & Emergency Preparedness 

a. HELP (Hauula Emergency Leadership Preparedness &Planning): HELP Surveys 
provides database information to assist Hauula community in Emergencies & 
Climate Change Mitigation Activities- Meetings Monthly, 2nd Thursday 5-6 PM 

b. Neighborhood Security Watch: Sign-Waving, Checking Community Hotspots,  
c. Next Door Network & Block Captain Network, Promoting community safety 
d. Starlink Emergency Communication Network + Community Teams, HOH Funded 
e. CERT Teams (Community Emergency Response Teams)- HOH funded 
f. Red Cross Smoke Alarm program: HELP Team collaboration with: Red Cross+ 

installation by Koolauloa Lions Club volunteers 
 

3. Health and Wellness 



a. BreakFEST on 2nd Fridays- educational speakers, music, community conversations  
b. Chang, MD Primary Healthcare Physician Wednesdays by appt  
c. Corazon- Community Resource Navigation to assist community residents- SNAP, IDs, 

Housing, Utilities, Financial literacy, and Career and Job Training (M-F 9am -5pm) 
and Substance Abuse Counseling 

d. Food Security Programs: 
Hauula Community Food Pantry MWF 9-12 in collaboration Hawaii Food Bank 
Senior Food Box Distribution in collaboration with Hawaii Food Bank 
Ohana Food Program: 1st Monday every month in collaboration- Hawaii Food Bank  
Aloha Harvest- First Fridays 10 am-12 pm (in the parking area) 
Oahu Fresh Foods-Food Boxes Friday 1-3 PM (watch for sign-up in HOH Newsletter) 
Hauula Ulu/Breadfruit Coop 
Kaukau4Keiki - Summer food program for DOE K-12 students @ Koko olio Park  

e. Certified Kitchen Partnerships to support local food entrepreneurs: (1) Elgin Onaga 
(2) Ualani Ho and Kahalani Ho -Aloha Acai Food Truck (3) Bo Taiwanese Shave Ice 

f. Healthy Living Weekly Support Group- Wednesdays 6-8PM + meal prep/ 
collaboration with Dr. Chang, Amy Nielsen PHD Nutrition and Ella Siroskey RN 

g. Health Harm Reduction Center-Homeless Outreach Program 
h. Kupuna Support Navigators- Support Seniors/kupuna to “Age in Place” -HOH funded   
i. Kupuna Tech Class to assist with senior digital literacy – HOH Funded 
j. Kupuna Cuts -HOH Funded 
k. Koolau loa Kupuna Club: exercise programs & art/ card-making program 
       Pickleball Thursdays  
l. Kupuna Game Day: Mexican Train and Mahjong – Fridays afternoons 12pm -2 pm 

and 4-6 pm Game Days!  
m. Keo La Mamo: Native Hawaiian Healthcare System services/outreach (M+W 9-5) 
n. Mental Health Services are provided: Koolau Counseling four days per week and 

evenings. 
o. WIC - Waimanalo Health Center services for women and children  

 
4. Economic/Educational Programs/Support Services  

a. TREC: Training for Residential Energy Contractors-Hawaii State Energy Office 
b. TuTu’s Treasures: Thrift shop: Household goods, clothes, jewelry, furnishings 
c. Pacific Gateway Center- Supporting Immigrant Services 
d. Windward Community College- Postsecondary Services 
e. Parent and Children Together (PACT)- Early Education 
f. Hawaii Community Action Program (HCAP): Ha Initiative: Creative STEM After-

School Program for 2nd-8th grade students 
g. Keiki O Ka Aina: Birth – 5yrs. Preschool programs with parents/grandparents 

 
5. Ahupua`a Environmental & Cultural Resource Management 

a. Maunawila Heiau: Cultural Stewardship and Tours (Saturdays), Summer Youth 
Development Program 



b. North Shore Ocean Fest: Ocean Education Event & 5K Race to “Save the Ocean” 
c. Aloha Aina EDventures: Environmental Education & Stewardship Activities (youth 

education/development program) 
d. Beach Cleanups by community members/youth 
e. Ha Initiative: Creative STEM After-School Program for 2nd-8th grade students, 

provided in collaboration with Honolulu Community Action Program 
 

Hauula Community Partnership Hub includes the following nonprofits  
and community organizations: 

• Aloha Harvest 
• Chang MD- Ola Health and Wellness 
• Corazon 
• East-West Center 
• Hauula Community Association 
• Hano Hano Hale Condo Association 
• Hawaii Community Action Program (HCAP) 
• Hawaii Foodbank: Food Programs 
• Hawaii State Energy Office: TREC 
• Hawaii Land Trust- Maunawila Heiau 
• Hawaiian Immersion PTO 
• Health Harm Reduction Center 
• Hauula Ulu Breadfruit Coop 
• Hauula Community Association 
• Hawaii Public Health Institute (HPHI) 
• Hawaiian Land Trust- Maunawila Heiau 
• Keiki O Ka Aina 
• Keo La Mamo 
• Koolau loa Hawaiian Civic Club 
• Koolau Counseling 
• Koolau loa Moku Lions Club 
• Koolau loa Neighborhood Board 
• Nami Family Support Group 
• Oahu Fresh Foods 
• Pacific Gateway Center 
• Parents and Children Together- Head Start  
• Pat’s at Punaluu Condo Association 
• Prevent Diabetes support Group 
• Punaluu Community Association 
• Waimanalo Healthcare Center- WIC 
• Windward Community College (WCC) 
 

 



6. Ko’olauloa Community Center & Resilience Hub- OLA Resilience Strategy 
Action # 15 was proposed in 2018 by HOH and selected as part of the OLA Strategy, in 
collaboration with Honolulu City & County Office of Climate Change Resilience and 
Sustainability.  
 

7. The Hau`ula Community Center, built in the early 1970s is by CCH is in the flood and 
tsunami zones, it was shuttered for 20 years and now given an MOU with CCH is under 
the management of Hui O Hauula and has been revitalized, providing a variety of 
services and opportunities to engage and support 2,000 people monthly in community 
to be more resilience. Join our Partnership Hub!   

 
FEMA BRIC (Building Resilience Infrastructure and Communities) Grant Application 
was submitted by the City and County of Honolulu by OCCSR to HIEMA in December 
2020 but not selected by FEMA for funding. Determined to keep going, HOH raised 
funds and contracted with G70 in Honolulu in 2022-23 to assist in the Environmental 
Assessment and Design with +LABS for the Preliminary Design. The Final EAD was 
completed July 2024. The five-acre property is in Hauula, at the corner of Hau`ula 
Homestead Road and Hanaimoa Street. Community stewardship is ongoing with 
mowing grass. 

 
            Technical Assistance: Energy Transitions Initiative Partnership Project was secured by     
            Hui O Hauula provided multi-year technical assistance in planning the renewable energy  
            systems and storage systems for the Community Resilience Hub. The Final Report will be  
            released soon. ETIPP works alongside coastal, remote, and island communities seeking 
            to build energy resilient energy systems. Our Goal for the Koolau loa Community  
            Resilience Hub was to be able to operate the Resilience Hub off-grid, if needed, for 30 
            days or more in a Natural Disaster or Emergency when power is down and not provided  
            by HECO. This would still enable the Resilience Hub to provide essential life-saving  
            services. 

 
           FEMA BRIC Technical Assistance: In January 2023 HOH applied for and received a FEMA 
           Direct Technical Assistance Grant to assist Hui O Hauula to apply for a FEMA BRIC Grant 
           to build a Community Safe Room. The Community Safe Room can protect 1500 people in 
           a Natural Disaster (Hurricane, Tsunami or Wildfire, etc.) or Emergency that makes 
           evacuation necessary for people and their pets homes residing on the coastline or in the 
           flood zone in Koolau loa. There are hundreds of homes that may be affected in  
           such a major disaster. The community learned, that people living in the flood zone in 
           Koolau loa, as well as, visitors traveling through will most likely experience grid-lock or 
           bumper-to-bumper traffic on this small one two-lane road preventing people from fleeing  
           the area prior to a major storm/hurricane or tsunami. There are also many vulnerable  
           people, such as seniors, or people with disabilities who may not have vehicles to make an 
           escape, as well as a large houseless population. Currently there are over 10,000 vehicles a 
           day on the small single two-lane road that provides access to Koolau loa. For these 
           reasons the Koolau loa community came up with this strategy that could protect all the 



           most vulnerable population in disasters. 
      
           Currently the FEMA BRIC application is due this Spring of 2025, so HOH is hopeful that 
           they will be able to work with a government agency to submit a FEMA BRIC application. 
           If funded by FEMA BRIC in 2025 construction will likely take three years to complete. 
           In the meantime, HOH is planning to use EARMARK funds from Federal representatives 
           to complete the final design and permitting. HOH is hopeful that they will be able to 
           complete this project on behalf of the community by 2028-2029.  

 
Contact info: 

             Hui O Hau`ula, 501c3 Nonprofit (2014) 
PO Box 264 (mailing address) 
54-010 Kukuna Rd. 
Hau`ula HI 96717 
 
Dotty Kelly-Paddock 
Executive Director 
808-255-6944 
dotty.kellypaddock@gmail.com 
 
Hui O Hau`ula has MOU with City and County of Honolulu, Dept. of Land Management   
To manage: Hau`ula Community & Civic Center, 54-010 Kukuna Rd,Hau`ula, HI 96717  
   
Check out our Website: Huiohauula.org 

 
HOH works in collaboration with Hau`ula Community Association 
HauulaCommunityAssociation.com 
 
 


