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Testimony: 

Testimony in Support of the Nomination of Davin Aoyagi to the Honolulu City Charter Commission 

 

Aloha Chair and Members of the Honolulu City Council, 

 

I am writing in strong support of the nomination of Davin Aoyagi to serve on the Honolulu City Charter Commission. As a 

dedicated advocate for good governance, community-driven policy, and the responsible stewardship of our island home, 

Davin brings the experience, leadership, and perspective necessary to contribute meaningfully to this critical process. 

 

Davin has demonstrated a steadfast commitment to public service, working across sectors to ensure that our policies 

reflect the needs and values of our people. His deep understanding of local government operations, combined with his 

ability to engage diverse stakeholders, makes him uniquely qualified to serve on the Commission. His ability to navigate 

complex policy issues with integrity and foresight will be invaluable in shaping the framework that governs our city. 

 

Beyond his professional expertise, Davin listens with intention, leads with humility, and prioritizes solutions that honor 

both the past and the future of our community. With his background in legislative affairs and public policy, I have no 

doubt that he will approach this role with diligence and a strong commitment to ensuring that our City Charter reflects the 

best interests of all Honolulu residents. 

 

For these reasons, I strongly urge the Council to confirm Davin Aoyagi’s nomination to the Honolulu City Charter 

Commission. His leadership will help ensure a fair, forward-thinking, and community-centered review of our charter. 

 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 

Me ka haʻahaʻa, 

Leonani Puailihau 

808-271-2668
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Testimony: 

Support
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Testimony: 

I am in strong support of the confirmation of Davin Aoyagi as one of the City Council's appointees to the Charter 

Commission.  Davin’s education is, of course, outstanding and his experience with the City’s policies, ordinances, programs 

and services is exceptional.  As Chief of Staff for Council Chair Tommy Waters, I worked with Davin on several community 

wide projects such as the East Honolulu Sustainable Communities Plan, Lē‘ahi Avenue, Kamilonui Valley, East Honolulu 

streams and flooding, as well as Hawaiian cultural resources such as fishponds, heiau and iwi kūpuna.  As Subdistrict 

representative for Kuli‘ou‘ou on the Kuli‘ou‘ou / Kalani Iki Neighborhood Board #2, I had the pleasure to work with Davin 

on neighborhood issues (feral pigs and cats, pig hunters, public rights of way, area illegal vacation rentals, etc.)  He will 

serve the Commission well.  Mahalo for your support of Davin to the Charter Commission.
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Testimony: 

Aloha Distinguished Councilmembers, 

I am writing in strong support of Sommerset Yamamoto's appointment to the Honolulu Charter Commission. I've had the 

privilege of serving with her on the Regents Candidate Advisory Council in the past, and I know her to be fair and 

thoughtful. As a Native Hawaiian woman and attorney, she offered a valuable perspective on deliberations and decision-

making. I believe she will bring the same pragmatic approach to her service on the Commission, offering an essential 

voice at the table. 

 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Amy Hennessey
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Testimony: 

I fully support this measure.
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Testimony: 

I wholeheartedly support Sommerset Yamamoto’s appointment to the Charter Commission. I’ve known Sommerset 

personally and professionally since 2014. She cares deeply about her community. I believe she will serve in this position 

with integrity and will endeavor to sincerely engage with Oahu’s residents. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

testimony.
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Testimony: 

Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Weyer, and members of the Honolulu City Council, 

 

I am submitting testimony in strong support of: 

 

Resolution 25-043, RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF THE COUNCIL TO THE 2025 

CHARTER COMMISSION OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU. 

 

I wanted to express my utmost support and confidence for the nominations of Davin Aoyagi and Sommerset Yamamoto, 

two people who I have had the honor and privilege of serving with as staff members with the Honolulu City Council. 

These comments are my own and should not be construed to represent the position of any previous employer. 

 

Davin Aoyagi has served in the public, private, and non-profit sectors in Hawaiʻi.  Through this experience, he is well suited 

to understand the challenges that each sector faces and how potential amendments to the City Charter can address these 

challenges.  Through his time with the City Council, I have personally worked with Mr. Aoyagi on addressing key aspects of 

the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu as well as key resolutions that placed amendments to the Charter in front of voters to 

approve.  Understanding the framework of the Charter is important to ensure that any changes increase efficiency, 

eliminate outdated practices, address future growth, and continue to serve in the public's best interest. 

 

Sommerset Yamamoto has also served in all three sectors as well.  As a policy expert in the private and non-profit sector, 

she took on the role to assist the City Council by providing advice and recommendations on proposed legislation.  I have 

personally worked with Ms. Yamamoto on numerous issues facing the City Council and know her to be very thoughtful 

and thorough in her work.  Her breadth of understanding of the county legislative process will be an asset to the Charter 

Commission. 

 

I wholeheartedly support the nomination of Mr. Davin Aoyagi and Ms. Sommerset Yamamoto to the 2025 Charter 



Commission. 

 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this resolution.
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Testimony: 

Dear Councilmembers, 

 

I am writing to enthusiastically recommend Sommerset Yamamoto for a position on the Honolulu Charter Commission. I 

have had the pleasure of knowing Sommerset for over 10 years, and have always been impressed by her dedication to 

public service, her deep understanding of the issues facing our community, and her ability to bring people together to find 

solutions. 

 

Sommerset has a wealth of experience that would be invaluable to the Commission. As a previous employee of the 

Honolulu City Council, she has worked on a variety of issues, including land use, transportation, and the environment. She 

also has experience working with the state legislature and the governor's office. In addition, her time at Kamehameha 

Schools gives her a unique perspective to issues that face large facets of our community. 

 

Beyond her professional qualifications, Sommerset is a passionate advocate for our community. She has served on 

numerous boards and committees, including the University of Hawai'i Regents Candidate Advisory Committee, the 

Kamehameha Schools Alumni Association, and Volunteer Legal Services Hawai'i. She is also a co-lead of the St. Nick 

Project, which provides outreach to the houseless community, and a certified crisis text counselor.   

 

Sommerset's commitment to public service, her knowledge of the issues, and her ability to build consensus make her an 

ideal candidate for the Charter Commission. I am confident that she would be a valuable asset to your team and would 

serve the people of Honolulu with integrity and distinction. 

 

 

Me ka haʻahaʻa, 

Naʻalehu Anthony

Name: 

Natalie Iwasa

Email: 

iwasajunk@mail.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Feb 24, 2025 @ 10:29 PM



Name: 

Michael Broderick

Email: 

info@broderickresolution.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 25, 2025 @ 09:07 AM

Name: 

Mel Rapozo

Email: 

cokcouncil@kauai.gov

Zip: 

96766

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 25, 2025 @ 09:17 AM

Name: 

Kendrick Chang

Email: 

chang.kendrick@hotmail.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 25, 2025 @ 11:40 AM

Name: 

Jeanne Ohta

Email: 

jyohta@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96821

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 25, 2025 @ 01:56 PM

Name: 

Megan Lim

Email: 

lim.meg@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Feb 25, 2025 @ 02:36 PM

Testimony: 

I enthusiastically support the appointment of Sommerset Yamamoto to serve on the 2025 Honolulu Charter Commission.
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Self Support Feb 25, 2025 @ 09:51 PM

Testimony: 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION 25-43 CD1 

Relating to the Appointments by the Presiding Officer of the Council to the 2025 Charter Commission of the City and 

County of Honolulu 

 

Honorable Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Honolulu City Council: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of Resolution 25-43 CD1, which approves the 

appointments by the Presiding Officer of the Council to the 2025 Charter Commission of the City and County of Honolulu. 

 

I commend the Council for its diligent review and concurrence with these appointments, including the following 

individuals: 

Davin Aoyagi 

Cedric Duarte 

Jacob Aki 

Sommerset Yamamoto 

Summer Sylva 

Jacce Mikulanec 

These appointees bring diverse perspectives, professional expertise, and a shared commitment to the public interest. 

Their collective background in civic engagement, community advocacy, and knowledge of local governance will be critical 

to the Commission’s work.
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Testimony: 

Aloha Councilmembers, 

 

I write in strong support of the appointment of Sommerset Yamamoto to the Honolulu Charter Commission. I have known 

her since 2011, where we met as classmates at the William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of Hawai'i. 

 



She is an immensely talented advocate and attorney who brings value to whatever effort she involves herself in. There 

truly aren't enough people like her willing to step forward and serve in the public interest. The Charter Commission will be 

better for her appointment and participation. 

 

Mahalo, 

Sen. Jarrett Keohokalole (SD24 - Kailua, Kaneohe)
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Testimony: 

Aloha, 

 

I am writing in strong support of Sommerset Yamamoto and Davin Aoyagi’s nominations to serve on the City & County of 

Honolulu Charter Commission. I have had the privilege of knowing Sommerset and Davin for several years and can 

confidently say they will bring expertise, integrity, and a deep commitment to the people of Oʻahu and Hawaiʻi. 

 

Both are exceptionally talented individuals with a keen understanding of community needs and the inner workings of 

government. They recognize the significance of the Charter in shaping government functions and policies that impact the 

daily lives of residents. Their ability to listen, engage thoughtfully, and critically assess proposals will ensure that any 

amendments to the Charter are well-reasoned, equitable, and support the long-term success and well-being of Oʻahu. 

 

Sommerset and Davin have consistently demonstrated their investment in Hawaiʻi’s future through their leadership, 

collaborative approach, and commitment to responsible governance. Their insight, professionalism, and practical 

experience will be invaluable assets to the Charter Commission as it undertakes the important work of reviewing and 

refining the foundation of Honolulu’s government. 

 

I wholeheartedly support their appointments and urge your favorable consideration. Mahalo for the opportunity to 

provide testimony.
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Testimony: 

I am writing to offer my enthusiastic support of Sommerset Yamamoto's nomination to the Charter Commission of the 

City and County of Honolulu. I have had the privilege of working with Sommerset over the last 7 years and witnessed her 



exceptional professional qualities, strong character, and unwavering commitment to excellence. 

 

Sommerset is an intelligent and dedicated individual. She approaches every challenge with meticulous attention to detail, 

and her ability to think critically and strategically is truly remarkable. Her knowledge of the budget and functions of the 

City and County of Honolulu gained through years of experience as an attorney and senior executive at the Honolulu City 

Council make her an ideal candidate for this commission. 

 

In terms of her academic background, Sommerset has a solid foundation that makes her uniquely qualified to serve on 

the Commission. She earned her bachelor’s degree in psychology with a minor in criminal justice from George Washington 

University, followed by a law degree from the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. Her academic experience in Washington, 

D.C., has given her an insightful perspective on the workings of the federal government, while her law degree has 

equipped her with the analytical skills needed to address complex issues through a legal lens. 

 

Integrity and moral character are central to Sommerset’s identity. Outside of her professional role, Sommerset serves as a 

youth leader at her church, further demonstrating her dedication to instilling values of integrity and community service in 

the next generation. 

 

Sommerset excels in her decision-making and ability to work well with others. She is a strong team builder, always seeking 

input from colleagues to make informed and thoughtful decisions. Her even-tempered nature, combined with her 

excellent communication skills and sense of humor, allows her to navigate challenging discussions while maintaining 

positive working relationships. She is highly respected by those around her, and her reputation for honesty, 

trustworthiness, and community involvement speaks volumes about her character. 

 

I am confident that Sommerset will be an outstanding member of the Charter Commission and wholeheartedly support 

her nomination. 

 

Thank you for considering my recommendation.

Name: 

Jenna Takenouchi

Email: 
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Zip: 
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Support

Submitted: 
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Testimony: 

I am in strong support of Davin Aoyagi to be confirmed to the 2025 Honolulu Charter Commission. Davin will bring 

thoughtful and insightful input to the important work of evaluating and improving our City Charter from his years of 

experience working on initiatives in county and state government. In the time I have known him, I've found Davin has a 

prudent, astute take on the issues that impact our island home and I trust that he will commit himself to making positive 

change for the City and County of Honolulu. Mahalo for your consideration.
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Jenna Takenouchi

Email: 

jenna.takenouchi@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 26, 2025 @ 08:50 AM

Testimony: 

I am in strong support of Jacce Mikulanec to be confirmed to the 2025 Honolulu Charter Commission. Jacce has extensive 

experience in government work that will strengthen the evaluations of the City Charter to benefit Honolulu. I've known 

Jacce to be a level-headed thinker who is focused on collaboration. I've always been impressed with his openness and 

willingness to hear the voices of all parties and find consensus, which I trust he will bring to his work on this commission. 

Mahalo for your consideration.
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February 21, 2025 
 

 
Meeting:  February 26, 2025, 10:00 a.m. 
 
City and County of Honolulu Council 
Honolulu Hale 
 
RE: Testimony Relating to RES25-043 

RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF THE 
COUNCIL TO THE 2025 CHARTER COMMISSION OF THE CITY AND COUNTY 
OF HONOLULU 

 
Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Kia'āina, and Members of the Honolulu City Council: 
 

I am Darius Kila, and I am the current Representative for House District 44, which 
encompasses Honokai Hale, Nānākuli and Ma‘ili. I am also the current Chair for the House 
Committee on Transportation. 
 

I am in STRONG SUPPORT of DAVIN AOYAGI who is one of the nominees to serve 
on the 2025 Charter Commission of the City and County of Honolulu. 
 

I have known Mr. Aoyagi for many years, and found him to be a thoughtful and equitable 
person; taking into consideration all sides of the issues before determining the best course of 
action. I believe Mr. Aoyagi will serve with integrity and hear all sides and thoroughly examine 
all of the issues set forth before the Charter Commission before making a decision which will 
benefit all of the residents of the City and County of Honolulu.  
 

Thank you for your consideration and urge you to approve Davin Aoyagi's nomination to 
the 2025 Charter Commission. 
 

Very truly yours, 

 
Darius K. Kila 
Representative, House District 44 

 



February 26, 2025 
 
 
RE:​ RESOLUTION 25-43  - Confirming the appointment of Davin Aoyagi to serve on the 

2025 Charter Commission of the City and County of Honolulu. 
 
 
Aloha nui e Chair Waters, Vice Chair Weyer, and Members of the Honolulu City Council: 
 
I am excited to submit written testimony in strong support of Davin Aoyagi who has been 
nominated to serve on the 2025 Honolulu Charter Commission (“Commission”).  
 
Mr. Aoyagi has deep experience in both the public and private sectors, giving him a perspective 
that can offer diverse solutions to addressing the challenges faced by the City.  He is an 
experienced leader that has a deep understanding of the Charter today, and the opportunities to 
strengthen the City to ultimately serve the needs of our community.  Mr. Aoyagi is a person of 
strong ethical character with the courage to speak-out in support of what is right and in opposition 
to what is not.  He is also open-minded, fair, and willing to give respectful consideration of the 
views of others. I believe that he will be an excellent asset to the Commission and appreciate his 
willingness to serve. 
 
I  humbly ask the City Council’s positive vote for Davin’s nomination. Mahalo for this 
opportunity to share my support. 
 
Mahalo, 
 

 
 
Rebecca J. ʻI. Soon 



ITEM: RES25-043 - RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF THE 
COUNCIL TO THE 2025 CHARTER COMMISSION OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU. 
 

Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Weyer, and Councilmembers Cordero, Tupola, Kiaʻāina, Nishimoto, 
Dos Santos-Tam, Okimoto, and Tulba:  
 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide personal tesEmony in strong support of  
RES25-043 and the appointment of Mr. Davin Aoyagi to serve as a member of the 2025 Charter 
Commission of the City and County of Honolulu.  
 

As the execuEve assistant to the University of Hawai'i President, a former execuEve assistant to the 
Chief of Staff in the Office of the Governor, and a former manager inside the public and private 
sectors, I have worked alongside numerous administrators. Davin is a pioneer in this group. I 
wholeheartedly endorse Davin Aoyagi for a posiEon on the Charter Commission, responsible for 
making vital recommendaEons for the 2026 ballot. I have known Davin since 2016 and have 
collaborated with him closely in various capaciEes since 2018, serving as his supervisor during a 
poliEcal campaign and as a mentor in his professional growth.  
 

Davin's excepEonal candidacy for the Charter Commission is underscored by his unique 
qualificaEons. His profound self-awareness, reflecEve leadership, and steadfast commitment to 
empathy and effecEve communicaEon would significantly enhance the collaboraEve environment 
that the Commission necessitates. His talent for conducEng producEve debriefs, and his dedicaEon 
to ensuring that every voice is valued and heard, make him uniquely qualified to contribute to the 
Commission's crucial discussions.  
 

As the first in his family to a\end college, Davin embodies a profound thirst for knowledge and 
personal growth. His steadfast commitment to conEnuing educaEon is exemplified through his 
aspiraEon to obtain a Master's Degree in Business AdministraEon and his pursuit of further higher 
educaEon opportuniEes. This ambiEon aligns seamlessly with his dedicaEon to breaking down 
barriers in public service and advocaEng for social equity, a commitment that will be a significant 
asset to the Charter Commission. 
 

In closing, Davin's passion, extensive experience, and unwavering commitment to social equity 
make him an invaluable candidate for the Charter Commission. His unique perspecEve, shaped by 
his personal and professional journey, will be pivotal in shaping the future of our community and 
ensuring that our collecEve goals reflect the diverse needs of all consEtuents. I strongly urge you to 
consider Davin Aoyagi for this criEcal posiEon. 
 

Thank you for considering this recommendaEon. If you have any quesEons or need further 
informaEon, please contact me.  
 

Sincerely,   
 
 
 

Amy M Luke 
Voter/Public Service Advocate 
Aiea, HI 96701 



ITEM: RES25-043 - RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER 
OF THE COUNCIL TO THE 2025 CHARTER COMMISSION OF THE CITY AND COUNTY 
OF HONOLULU. 
 
Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Weyer, and Councilmembers Cordero, Tupola, Kiaʻāina, 
Nishimoto, Dos Santos-Tam, Okimoto, and Tulba:  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide personal testimony in strong support of  
RES25-043 and the appointment of Ms. Sommerset Yamamoto to serve as a member of 
the 2025 Charter Commission of the City and County of Honolulu.  
 
As the executive assistant to the President of the University of Hawai'i and a former 
executive assistant to the Chief of Staff in the Office of the Governor, I have worked 
alongside many remarkable leaders. Among them, Jacce Mikulanec stands out as a truly 
exceptional candidate for a position on the Charter Commission tasked with making 
recommendations for the 2026 ballot. I have known Jacce since 2003, and our close 
collaboration on various public service projects, community initiatives, and social justice 
campaigns has given me deep insight into his capabilities and character. 
 
Jacce's unwavering dedication to community-building and social justice reflects his 
profound passion for public service. His robust administrative and organizational skills make 
him well-equipped to contribute meaningfully to the Commission's objectives, ensuring 
equitable opportunities for all stakeholders flourish.  
 
What sets Jacce apart is not only his maturity and motivation but also his proactive 
approach to leadership. He is a thoughtful and dynamic leader who actively seeks 
opportunities rather than waiting for them to arise, inspiring those around him to do the 
same. His willingness to engage in challenging rescue projects, even when they fall outside 
his immediate priorities, showcases his commitment and tenacity. 
 
Moreover, Jacce possesses an extraordinary talent for connecting with individuals from 
diverse backgrounds. His ability to foster open and productive dialogues, even in the most 
challenging circumstances, equips him to effectively engage with constituents from various 
socioeconomic, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds. This skill makes him an invaluable asset 
to any team focused on public policy and social impact, particularly as vital as the Charter 
Commission. 
 
In summary, I wholeheartedly endorse Jacce Mikulanec for the Charter Commission. His 
leadership, commitment to social justice, and ability to connect with others will undoubtedly 
enhance the Commission's work and positively impact the community. Jacce is not just a 
candidate but a transformative leader poised to make a significant difference in our society. 
Thank you for considering this recommendation. If you have any questions or need further 
information, please contact me.  
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
 
Amy M Luke 
Voter/Public Service Advocate 
Aiea, HI 96701 



Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Weyer, and Councilmembers Cordero, Tupola, Kiaʻāina, 
Nishimoto, Dos Santos-Tam, Okimoto, and Tulba:  
Thank you for this opportunity to provide personal testimony in strong support of  
RES25-043 and the appointment of Ms. Sommerset Yamamoto to serve as a member of the 
2025 Charter Commission of the City and County of Honolulu.  
As the executive assistant to the President of the University of Hawai'i and a former executive 
assistant to the Chief of Staff in the Office of the Governor, I bring a wealth of experience from 
the public and private sectors. I have collaborated with many talented administrators in my 
career, but Sommerset Yamamoto truly stands out. I am excited to recommend her for a position 
on the Charter Commission. This role will be crucial in crafting recommendations for the 2026 
ballot, a pivotal moment that will shape the future of our community, and I believe Sommerset's 
unique skills and experiences make her the ideal candidate for this task. 
My relationship with Sommerset dates back to 2020, during which I have had the pleasure of 
working closely with her on numerous public service initiatives and social justice efforts. Her 
unwavering commitment to these causes reflects her deep-rooted passion for community 
engagement and advocacy. 
What sets Sommerset apart is her remarkable openness to diverse perspectives. She actively 
fosters an inclusive environment that encourages participation from all voices, recognizing that 
our collective experiences drive progress. This quality is not just desirable, but essential for a 
Charter Commission that aspires to truly represent our community and shape its future. Her 
leadership in this area will undoubtedly reassure the community of the Commission's 
commitment to inclusivity. 
Beyond her skills and dedication, Sommerset's infectious enthusiasm and positive energy 
create natural connections with those around her. Colleagues are not just influenced, but 
inspired by her expertise and commitment to continuous learning and personal growth. This 
ability to inspire, to instill hope and optimism, will be invaluable in cultivating a collaborative 
atmosphere within the Charter Commission. 
Sommerset possesses a unique blend of empathy and effective communication skills, enabling 
her to engage with others authentically while promoting constructive dialogue. Her talent for 
articulating ideas clearly—written and oral—will undoubtedly strengthen the Commission's 
objectives and help facilitate meaningful discussions that lead to impactful outcomes for the City 
and County of Honolulu. 
Her diverse background in service learning and public advocacy makes her not only a candidate 
but a vital asset to the Charter Commission's mission. Sommerset's rich experiences provide a 
multifaceted approach to problem-solving that will enhance the Commission's critical work. I am 
confident her contributions will shape a prosperous future for our community and instill trust in 
our processes. 
In summary, I strongly endorse Sommerset Yamamoto for the Charter Commission. Her vision, 
dedication, and collaborative spirit are precisely what we need to ensure a representative and 
effective approach to shaping the future of our community. 
Thank you for considering this recommendation. If you have any questions or need further 
information, please contact me.  
Sincerely, 

Amy M Luke 
Voter/Public Service Advocate 
Aiea, HI 96701 



I write in support of Resolution 25-43 and in support of Sommerset K. M. Yamamoto’s 
nomination to the City and County of Honolulu’s Charter Commission.  

Charged with shaping Honolulu’s governance by addressing structural, operational and policy-
related issues within city government, the Commission must rely on citizens who bring 
experienced wisdom, reflective judgment and critical thought to its work.  In Sommerset 
Yamamoto, you will find these important qualities and skills.  Her academic preparation laid the 
foundation for her professional career, and her professional experiences exposed her to 
situations and issues that allowed her to acquire and strengthen the wisdom, judgment and 
critical thinking needed for the work by the Commission. 

Already known to you are Sommerset’s professional experiences that include practice in the 
private, public and non-profit sectors of the community.  These experiences have provided her 
with keen insights into organizational structure, operations and policy and how these relate to 
purpose and mission. Collectively, these insights will serve the Commission well as it looks to 
improve the efficiency, transparency and responsiveness in city government. 

While reasoned thinking and good judgment are important in the work of the Commission, the 
ability to engage in robust, productive and civil debate around divergent ideas and positions  is 
equally critical.  Sommerset comes with excellent communication skills, an appreciation for 
transparency and a mind that is open and non-judgmental.  Hers is a collaborative 
temperament, which will serve the Commission well. 

My support of Sommerset’s nomination is drawn from personal knowledge and experiences that 
began over twenty years ago when she was a student at Kamehameha Schools.  During the 
years since, our conversations around her work and career have continued on a regular basis, 
including career decisions that have provided her with the aforementioned qualities and skills. 
This knowledge and familiarity underscore my unwavering confidence in Sommerset’s 
qualifications and the contributions she will bring to the Commission and its work.  

Mahalo nui loa for this opportunity to support Sommerset Yamamoto’s nomination to the Charter 
Commission of the City and County of Honolulu.  

Me ka ha’aha’a,

Michael J. Chun, PhD

Post Office Box 30791, Honolulu, Hawai`i 96820     michaeljchun@gmail.com

Michael J. Chun, PhD

mailto:michaeljchun@gmail.com
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February 24, 2025 

Honolulu City Council 

530 S. King Street, Room 202 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

Dear Members of the Honolulu City Council, 

RE: LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RESOLUTION 25-43 

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for Resolution 25-43, which 

nominates Ms. Sommerset Yamamoto for appointment to the Charter Commission of 

the Honolulu City Council.  Ms. Yamamoto’s extensive experience, dedication to 

public service, and deep understanding of the needs of our community make her an 

outstanding candidate for this important role. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  Please do not hesitate to contact 

me or the Office of the County Clerk, Council Services Division at (808) 241-4188 

should you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

KIPUKAI KUALI`I 

Council Vice Chair, Kaua‘i County Council 



 

Honolulu City Council 
Regular Meeting  
3 r d  Session 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025  

RE: Resolution No. 25-43, CD1 “Relating to the appointments by the Presiding 
Officer of the Council to the 2025 Charter Commission of the City and County of 
Honolulu” – Sommerset Yamamoto 

Position: Support 

 

‘Ano ‘ai kākou, 

 Mahalo to the Honolulu City Council  for your t ime. I  would like to express my 
support for the appointment of Sommerset Yamamoto to the 2025 Charter 
Commission of the City and County of Honolulu in Resolution 25-43, CD1 .   

I t’s been my pleasure to work alongside and learn from Mrs. Yamamoto for 
several years.  I  am certain her expertise and skills,  along with her knowledge of and 
experience with the functions of county administration, will  provide essential  and 
practical contributions to the Charter Commission. Her community mindset and 
unwavering values also add to her aptitude as a well-informed public servant who 
can represent the perspectives of many. I  have always appreciated her consideration 
of the nuanced experiences and needs of everyday Hawai‘i  residents,  and how her 
professional recommendations consistently reflect what she has heard and learned 
from those who seek her counsel .  Though we have been trained in very different 
areas,  I  have many memories of Sommerset’s capacity to make connections, 
understand systems, and build clarity and shared goals with colleagues.  

In closing, I  respectfully request the Council  to pass Resolution 25-43.  

 

      Me ka ha‘aha‘a, 

      Sarah Kamakawiwo‘ole,  MS Ed.,  MPH 
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David M. Raatz, Jr., Esq. 

Deputy Director of Council Services 
Richelle K. Kawasaki, Esq. 

The Honorable Tommy Waters, Chair 
And Members of the Honolulu City Council 
530 South King Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Dear Chair Waters and Members of the City Council: 

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION 25-43, 
CD1, RELATING TO DAWN AOYAGI'S 
APPOINTMENT TO THE 2025 CHARTER 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF 
HONOLULU 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of the 
nomination of Mr. Davin Aoyagi to serve on the Honolulu Charter Commission. 
I am submitting this testimony in my capacity as an individual member of the 
Maui County Council. 

Mr. Aoyagi is a highly qualified candidate whose extensive experience in 
government relations, commitment to public service, and deep understanding of 
governance make him an excellent choice for this role. 

I have worked closely with Mr. Aoyagi, who has extensive experience in 
government relations and public policy. He has demonstrated his ability to 
navigate complex legislative and administrative processes. His tenure as Chief of 
Staff for the Honolulu City Council from 2020 to 2022, following his service as 
Deputy Chief of Staff from 2019 to 2020, highlights his strong leadership and 
policy expertise, providing him with valuable insights that will benefit the 
Charter Commission's work. 



NOHELANI U'U-HODGIN 
Councilmember 

February 24, 2025 
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Beyond his professional experience, Mr. Aoyagi is deeply committed to 
serving the community. His involvement with Big Brothers Big Sisters Hawaii 
and the American Cancer Society Hawaii-Guam Board of Directors reflects his 
dedication to civic engagement and community well-being. Additionally, his past 
service on the Kuli'ou'ou-Kalani Iki Neighborhood Board demonstrates his 
firsthand experience in local governance and community advocacy. 

The Charter Commission plays a critical role in reviewing and proposing 
amendments to the foundational governing document of the City and County of 
Honolulu. Its members must bring experience, integrity, and a commitment to 
serving the best interests of our residents. Mr. Aoyagi embodies these qualities, 
and I am confident he will approach this responsibility with the diligence and 
thoughtfulness it deserves. 

I urge the committee to confirm the appointment of Davin Aoyagi to the 
Honolulu Charter Commission. His expertise and dedication will undoubtedly 
contribute to the Commission's important work. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Mr. 
Aoyagi's nomination. 
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AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

         JOSH GREEN, M.D.

            GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAI‘I

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Kalani High School

4680 Kalanianaole Highway

HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I 96825

              KEITH T. HAYASHI

                           SUPERINTENDENT

February 24, 2025

Honolulu City Council

530 S King St

Honolulu, HI 96813

Subject: Letter of Support for Sommerset ‘Keani’ Yamamoto

Appointment to the Charter Commission (Resolution 25-43)

Dear Members of the Honolulu City Council,

I am honored to submit this letter in strong support of the appointment of Sommerset

‘Keani’ Yamamoto to the City and County of Honolulu Charter Commission. I have had the

privilege of knowing Keani since she was a kindergartner at Kaneohe Elementary in 1995, and I

have watched her grow into a dedicated and passionate leader who consistently works to uplift our

community.

Keani has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to helping others, particularly through

her work with our youth. She has gone above and beyond to provide guidance and mentorship,

ensuring that those in her care receive the personalized support they need to achieve their goals. Her
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ensuring that those in her care receive the personalized support they need to achieve their goals. Her

ability to empower individuals with confidence and direction has left a lasting impact on many

lives.

Throughout her career, Keani has worked seamlessly with diverse groups, fostering a

collaborative environment that strengthens our community. Her extensive professional experience,

including leadership roles with the Honolulu City Council, Kamehameha Schools, and Hawaii

Green Growth Local2030 Hub, has equipped her with the skills necessary to navigate complex

policy issues and drive meaningful change.

During her time working for the Honolulu City Council as Council Support Services Chief

of Staff, Keani helped Kalani High School navigate challenges regarding the use of the City and

County Parks and Recreation facilities for our athletic teams. She worked with Kalani High School

and City Council Chairman Tommy Waters to find win/win solutions.

Keani’s legal expertise, demonstrated by her magna cum laude Juris Doctor degree from the

William S. Richardson School of Law and her tenure as an associate attorney, further underscores

her ability to serve on the Charter Commission with integrity and insight. Her service on numerous

boards, including the University of Hawai‘i Regents Candidate Advisory Committee, Kamehameha

Schools Alumni Association, and Volunteer Legal Services Hawai‘i, reflects her deep dedication to

public service.

In every aspect of her life and career, Keani embodies professionalism, passion, and an

unwavering commitment to the betterment of our community. Her impact is immeasurable, and I

am confident that her contributions to the Charter Commission will be invaluable as it undertakes

the crucial task of reviewing the Honolulu City Charter and preparing amendments for the 2026

ballot.

For these reasons, I wholeheartedly recommend Sommerset ‘Keani’ Yamamoto for

appointment to the City and County of Honolulu Charter Commission. Her leadership, expertise,

and dedication make her an exemplary candidate for this vital role.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Mitchell H. Otani

Principal

Kalani High School
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Kaneohe Elementary Principal 1991 - 2010



TO: Members of the Honolulu City Council 

FROM: Natalie Iwasa 
808-395-3233

DATE: Wednesday, February 26, 2025  

SUBJECT: Resolution 25-43, CD1, Charter Commission 
Jacob Aki Appointee – COMMENTS  

Aloha Chair Waters and Councilmembers, 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on Resolution 25-43, CD1, which makes 
appointments to the 2025 Honolulu Charter Commission. 

The Charter Commission has one of the most demanding schedules of any 
volunteer commission or board that I have seen.  The 2016 Commission often met 
multiple times per month and sometimes even more than once per week. 

Jacob Aki has indicated he regularly has to travel to the Mainland for work.  As 
such, he may not be available for Commission meetings, even if they are 
conducted remotely.  Therefore, before voting, please follow up with him 
regarding his ability to attend meetings. 



 

 

February 25, 2025 

 

 

Resolution 25-43 Related to the Charter Commission 

 

 

WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY 

 

 

Dear Honolulu City Council members. 

 

I write in strong support of Sommerset Yamamoto’s nomination to the Charter 

Commission. 

 

I have known Ms. Yamamoto for over twenty (20) years.  Based on my extensive 

personal experience with Ms. Yamamoto, I can confidently say that she is bright, 

hardworking, highly ethical, fair, conscientious, thoughtful and cares deeply about 

our beloved Hawai’i. 

 

Approximately six (6) years ago, I served on the Charter Commission.  So, I know 

first-hand what it takes to be an effective member.  Ms. Yamamoto has the 

personal attributes and professional skills to be an outstanding Charter Commission 

member. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about this letter. 

 

Ms. Yamamoto has my unequivocal support, and I respectfully urge you to confirm 

her nomination. 

 

Mahalo. 

 

Judge Michael Broderick 



COUNTY COUNCIL 
Mel Rapozo, Chair 
KipuKai Kuali`i, Vice Chair 
Addison Bulosan 
Bernard P. Carvalho, Jr. 
Felicia Cowden 
Fern Holland 
Arryl Kaneshiro 

Council Services Division 
4396 Rice Street, Suite 209 

LiIm'e, Kaua`i, Hawaii 96766 

February 21, 2025 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK 

Jade K. Fountain-Tanigawa, County Clerk 
Lyndon M. Yoshioka, Deputy County Clerk 

Telephone: (808) 241-4188 
Facsimile: (808) 241-6349 
Email: cokcouncil@kauai.gov  

Honolulu City Council 
530 S. King Street, Room 202 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Dear Members of the Honolulu City Council, 

RE: LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RESOLUTION 25-43 

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for Resolution 25-43, which 
nominates Ms. Sommerset Yamamoto for appointment to the Charter Commission of 
the Honolulu City Council. Ms. Yamamoto's extensive experience, dedication to 
public service, and deep understanding of the needs of our community make her an 
outstanding candidate for this important role. 

Ms. Yamamoto has demonstrated a strong commitment to civic engagement 
and policy development, consistently advocating for measures that promote 
transparency, accountability, and efficiency in local governance. Her expertise in 
legal frameworks, coupled with her ability to work collaboratively with diverse 
stakeholders, will be invaluable in ensuring that the Charter Commission functions 
effectively and fairly represent the interests of Honolulu's residents. 

Beyond her professional qualifications, Ms. Yamamoto is a trusted and 
respected member of our community. Her passion for civic improvement, ethical 
leadership, and forward-thinking approach will contribute significantly to the 
Commission's mission of refining and strengthening the foundational document that 
guides your city's government. 

I wholeheartedly endorse the confirmation of Ms. Sommerset Yamamoto to the 
Charter Commission and urge the Council to approve Resolution 25-43. Her 
appointment would be a tremendous asset to the Commission and to the future of 
Honolulu. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me or the Office of the County Clerk, Council Services Division at (808) 241-4188 
should you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

MEL RAPOZO 
Council Chair, Kaua`i County Council 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



February 25, 2025 

 

Members of the Honolulu City Council 

530 South King Street, Room 202 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

 

 

Subject:  Testimony in Support of Resolution 25-043 

 

 

Dear Chair Waters, Vice Chair Weyer and Councilmembers: 

 

 I would like to provide my enthusiastic support for the Council’s appointees to the 2025 

Charter Commission. I believe all the appointees represents our diverse community and are 

qualified to serve in this volunteer role.  In particular, I would like to highlight my personal 

support for the following appointees:   

 

• Jacob Aki: I’ve personally known Mr. Aki as college classmates at The George 

Washington University. Since college, Mr. Aki has worked in various policy and 

community advocacy roles and continues to shine among our contemporaries.    

 

• Davin Aoyagi: I’ve worked directly with Mr. Aoyagi on several community initiatives 

through my volunteer board director roles Livable Hawaii Kai Hui and the Hawaii Kai 

Lions Club. Previously, Mr. Aoyagi was working as Chief of Staff for Council Chair 

Waters and was a key contact when the Hawaii Kai Lions Club first approached the City 

to establish a partnership to install and maintain rescue tube flotation devices along the 

beaches in east Honolulu. Mr. Aoyagi brings immense knowledge about the City budget 

and grantmaking process, such as the Clean Water & Natural Lands program.   

 

• Sommerset Yamamoto: Similar to Mr. Aoyagi, I directly interacted with Ms. Yamamoto 

when she previously worked as Chief of Staff for Council Chair Waters. Ms. Yamamoto 

is a team player and very knowledgeable of County legislation and grant opportunities.  

 

 Thank you for your consideration of my enthusiastic support for the foregoing appointees 

to serve on the 2025 Charter Commission   

 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

       /s/ Kendrick S. Chang  



 
February 26, 2025 
 
To: Councilmember Tommy Waters, Chair 
 Councilmember Matt Weyer, Vice Chair and 
 Members of the Honolulu City Council 
 
From: Jeanne Y. Ohta 
 
RE: Resolution 25-43, CD1 Relating to the appointments by the Presiding Officer of the Council 

to the 2025 Charter Commission of the City and County of Honolulu 
 
 Supporting the Nomination of Davin Aoyagi to the Charter Commission 
 
My name is Jeanne Ohta, I am writing today in support of the appointment of Davin Aoyagi to 
the Charter Commission. I have had many interactions with Davin in his role in the office of 
Councilmember Waters and in his role as a member of Neighborhood Board #2 Kuli‘ou‘ou-
Kalani Iki. 
 
I have always found him to be fair, thoughtful, level-headed, and conscientious. He has 
demonstrated his commitment to the community by his willingness to serve as a volunteer board 
member; to freely answer questions from the community; to consistently follow up with them; 
and by researching issues of concern when necessary; and by going above and beyond what is 
expected.  He also expresses his opinions in a thoughtful, deliberative and professional manner. 
 
Because of my past experience with him, I believe Davin Aoyagi will be a knowledgeable, 
valuable voice at the Charter Commission and will fulfill his responsibilities as a member of the 
Commission.  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to support the nomination of Davin Aoyagi. 
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February 25, 2025 

The Honorable Tommy Waters, Chair 
And Members of the Honolulu City Council 
530 South King Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Dear Chair Waters and Members of the City Council: 
 

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF RESOLUTION 25-43, 
CD1, RELATING TO SOMMERSET YAMAMOTO’S 
APPOINTMENT TO THE 2025 CHARTER 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF 
HONOLULU  

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of                      
Ms. Sommerset Yamamoto’s nomination to serve on the Honolulu Charter 
Commission. I am submitting this testimony in my capacity as an individual 
member of the Maui County Council. 
 
 Ms. Yamamoto’s background in law, public policy, and community 
service makes her an outstanding candidate for this role. Her professional 
experience as a Senior Project Manager at Kamehameha Schools, as well as her 
tenure as Chief of Staff and Director of Policy and Communications for the 
Honolulu City Council’s Council Support Services, demonstrate a deep 
understanding of governance, legislative processes, and community 
engagement. Having earned a Juris Doctor from the William S. Richardson 
School of Law, Ms. Yamamoto possesses the analytical skills necessary for 
reviewing and proposing amendments to the Honolulu City Charter. 
 
 Ms. Yamamoto’s dedication to public service is evident through her 
numerous leadership roles, including serving as Vice Chair of the University of 

http://www.mauicounty.us/
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Hawaii Regents Candidate Advisory Committee, a board member for Volunteer 
Legal Services Hawaiʻi, and her continued advocacy for community-based 
initiatives such as the St. Nick Project. Her ability to work collaboratively will 
be invaluable to the Charter Commission’s work. 
 
 I respectfully urge the Council to confirm Sommerset Yamamoto’s 
appointment to the Honolulu Charter Commission. I have full confidence that 
she will serve with diligence, thoughtfulness, and a deep commitment to the 
people of Honolulu. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Ms. 
Yamamoto’s appointment. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
NOHELANI U’U-HODGINS 
Councilmember 



 

Aloha nō Chair Waters and Councilmembers, 

Mahalo for this opportunity to submit written testimony on Resolution 25-043. I am writing to express 

my unwavering support for the appointment of Sommerset Yamamoto to the 2025 Charter Commission 

of the City and County of Honolulu. 

Sommerset Yamamoto has consistently demonstrated exemplary leadership, profound dedication to 

public service and a tireless commitment to the betterment of our community. Her extensive 

understanding of Hawaiʻi’s government makes her an outstanding candidate for this position considering 

the demand this position requires. 

I’ve had the privilege of working with Sommerset over the past seven years on various projects. She has 

always shown an extraordinary ability to navigate complex issues with wisdom and integrity. Her 

background as an attorney has given her unique perspective into private and public sector work in 

various civic and community-based organizations - earning her a reputation for being an honest, and 

thoughtful leader. Her passion for social justice and equitable treatment of Hawaiʻi’s people has been 

evidenced in her community work through the St. Nick Project and other opportunities throughout the 

year. Furthermore, her inclusive approach to problem-solving ensures that diverse perspectives are 

acknowledged and valued in the decision-making process. 

The 2025 Charter Commission will play a crucial role in shaping the future of our city. It is imperative that 

we have individuals like Sommerset Yamamoto on the commission, who not only possess the technical 

expertise but also the vision and passion to guide our community towards a more equitable and 

prosperous future. 

I am confident that Sommerset Yamamoto’s appointment will greatly benefit the Charter Commission 

and, by extension, the residents of Honolulu.  

Me ka haʻahaʻa, 

Elizabeth K. Ahana 

Owner/Principal Consultant 

PUEO Communications, LLC 
 

 



February 25, 2025 
 
 
RE:​ RESOLUTION 25-43  - Confirming the Appointments of the Presiding Officer to the 

2025 Charter Commission of the City and County of Honolulu 
 
 
Aloha nui e Chair Waters, Vice Chair Weyer, and Members of the Honolulu City Council: 
 
I am excited to submit written testimony in strong support of Davin Aoyagi, Cedric Duarte, Jacob 
Aki, Sommerset Yamamoto, Summer Sylva, and Jacce Mikulanec to serve on the 2025 Honolulu 
Charter Commission.  
 
The nominees offer deep experience in both the public and private sectors, and at multiple levels 
of government, providing perspectives that can offer diverse solutions to addressing the 
challenges faced by the City.  Nominees are each experienced leaders in their own sectors and 
communities, and together offer a deep understanding of the Hawaiʻi Constitution and Honolulu 
Charter today, and the opportunities to strengthen the City to ultimately serve the needs of our 
community.   
 
These nominees are persons who believe in community engagement, and whose strong ethical 
character ensures the courage to speak in support of what they believe is the right thing to do. I 
believe that each will be an excellent asset to the Commission and appreciate their willingness to 
serve Honolulu in this capacity. 
 
I  humbly ask the City Council’s positive vote for this Resolution. Mahalo for this opportunity to 
share my support. 
 
Mahalo, 
 

 
 
Rebecca J. ʻI. Soon 


