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Name: 

Johnnie-Mae Perry

Email: 

waianaenb569@gmail.com

Zip: 

96792

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 21, 2025 @ 11:32 AM

Testimony: 

Selected Agenda Item: RES25-030 

URGING THE HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE HAWAIʻI STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT TO ASSIGN SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS TO WEST OʻAHU PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS. 

 

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry, SUPPORT the above Res25-030. 

 

FACT: Due to the uptick of fatal shootings, non-fatal shootings, and domestic violence in the Wai'anae community in 2024, 

the community pleaded for more HPD presence and enforcement in the community. The collaboration from CM Tupola, 

the Mayor and the Governor, more HPD officers presence and enforcement was deployed to the Waianae community as a 

temporary operation. This OPERATION was successful and gun and domestic violence declined and/or gone unreported 

by the media. 

 

It is my understanding that students at Waianae High School illegally brought weapons onto the the pubic school 

premises while school was in session. 

 

FACT: In September 2024 (?) CM Tupola along with state elected officials (not re-elected) held a community meeting at 

Wai'anae High School that had a significant turnout by the community and stakeholders. As a board member of Wai'anae 

Coast NB #24, requested for a report from CM Tupola, unfortunately to date, I have not received a report, others?.

Name: 

Joseph Simpliciano

Email: 

jks0609@gmail.com

Zip: 

96792

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 24, 2025 @ 01:20 PM

Testimony: 

This is long overdue and the potential to keep our kids safe from other kids and adults is a win especially in a unique place 

like the westside. It would also allow our limited in number, dispatched officers to focus on the emergency calls rather 

than going to the schools, it only makes sense. Mahalo

Name: 

Germaine Meyers

Email: 

hikino96792@gmail.com

Zip: 

96792

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 24, 2025 @ 01:53 PM

Testimony: 



I'm in STRONG SUPPORT of RES 25-030. 

 

I'm a Nanakuli Hawaiian Homestead Lessee.  I value the education of our keiki o ka aina.  It's important that we support 

Safe Schools and protect the lives of all keiki, teachers and school staff from dangerous people and violent incidents. 

 

Please vote in support of RES 25-030. 

 

Ke Akua pu, 

Germaine Meyers

Name: 

Thad Spreg

Email: 

eHawaii@Thad.com

Zip: 

96707

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Oppose

Submitted: 

Feb 24, 2025 @ 02:33 PM

Testimony: 

I am against putting "Resource Officers' in schools. This isn't something we need. It is an unnecessary expense for little to 

no return. Putting mall cops in schools will waste money and do nothing to make them safer. The last thing public schools 

need are to be turned into jails and prisons with fences and armed guards. What message does that send to students? 

What kind of adults will these students grow up into?

Name: 

Michael Rice

Email: 

michaelirice@outlook.com

Zip: 

96792

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 24, 2025 @ 08:40 PM

Testimony: 

This bill needs to pass, while we need Resource Officers at ALL our schools, I'd say the west side is in dire need of it. 

 

I'm getting a little sick of saying this because it seams like no matter how many government officials I tell it's just yelling 

into the void as nothing happens.  I've been told many stories about things happen at Waianae High School alone. 

Students selling sexual favors in the bathrooms, students selling drugs and other contraband, near constant fights, 

assaults on teachers, and even guns and other weapons in school. 

 

One incident involved a female student caught selling Electronic Cigarette cartridges or 'Vape Pens', even advertising what 

she was selling and her contact info on Instagram.  She was brought into the office where the police and her parents were 

called.  Her mother got there first, told her to go wait in the car, over the staff's  objections, took the backpack with the 

evidence inside and just said 'it's mine she stole it' before HPD showed up.  Having no student to question and no 

evidence of a crime HPD could do nothing.  I have heard similar stories about drugs, where parents just claimed it was 

theirs and the child stole it from them and no legal action was taken. 



 

The other one that should have a criminal investigation of Waianae High Administration staff is where a student came in 

to say she was robbed of drugs and money at gunpoint by another student.  The student in question was located by 

unarmed security but simply ran off campus, spotted carrying a red backpack said to contain the gun and stolen 

contraband.  The student then showed back up on campus without the backpack and was searched, obviously no gun or 

drugs was found.  This student later went on to brag about the incident to his friends and even started calling out and 

challenging campus security.  This student then went on to be involved in two shootings off campus at Makaha beach 

(that I know of, he may have bene involved in more).  One of these shootings resulted in the death of a 17 year old student 

in an apparent gang shooting. 

 

I was told that DOE had a ZERO TOLLERANCE policy when it came to guns, and considering when we hear about incidents 

at say, Kapolei Middle School where HPD and SSD showed up for the sighting of a toy gun on campus I'm starting to think 

that 'zero tolerance' only applies to certain schools. 

 

The only concern I have about this bill would be the availability off officers for such duties considering the shortage HPD is 

currently experiencing.

Name: 

Danielle Smith

Email: 

dhsmith@hawaii.edu

Zip: 

96707

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 24, 2025 @ 10:22 PM

Testimony: 

As someone who works at a west O’ahu public school (Wai’anae High School), I strongly support this measure. Safety for 

schools needs to be a priority. There are too many fights on public school campuses for the status quo to continue. Two of 

the shootings last summer/fall in Wai’anae involved high school students rostered on the football team. One of them quit 

football out of fear of a drive-by shooting happening during football practice and the coaches and staff remained worried 

about a possible shooting throughout the 2024 football season. As an Athletic Trainer, I see first hand how the unsafe 

situations and poor safety planning impact our students. School admin is aware of these situations but says their hands 

are tied due to lack of resources. This is unacceptable. The students of Wai’anae high school deserve better. A security 

team that goes home at 3:30pm and admin who don’t stick around for athletics is unacceptable. Students & staff worried 

about safety due to gun violence and threats is unacceptable. An open campus where homeless individuals with various 

homemade weapons like metal pipes an baseball bats are free to roam and defecate as they please after dark is 

unacceptable. “That’s how we’ve always done it here” is not an acceptable answer.  Providing school resource officers 

should be a no-brainer. Let’s provide a safe learning environment for these kids. Honolulu City Council Members, I urge 

you to adopt this resolution immediately.

Name: 

Teri Savaiinaea

Email: 

kealakia@ymail.com

Zip: 

96792



Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 25, 2025 @ 10:51 AM

Testimony: 

Testimony in Support of Resolution 25-30 

 

Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Kiaʻāina, and esteemed Councilmembers, 

 

My name is Teri Kia Savaiinaea, and I am a mother, community member, advocate, and educator on the Leeward Coast. I 

strongly support Resolution 25-30, urging the Honolulu Police Department and the Hawaiʻi State Department of Education 

to assign School Resource Officers (SROs) to West Oʻahu public high schools. 

 

Our schools should be safe spaces where students can learn without fear. With the rise in school violence and safety 

concerns, dedicated SROs can provide immediate response, build trust between law enforcement and youth, and help 

prevent issues before they escalate. Schools on the Leeward Coast face unique challenges, and ensuring safety must be a 

priority. 

 

I urge the Council to pass this resolution and invest in the well-being of our keiki. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Teri Kia Savaiinaea 

District 45, Wai'anae resident 

Email: Kealakia@ymail.com 

Ph# 808-763-7433

Name: 

Samantha DeCorte

Email: 

sendecorte@capitol.hawaii.gov

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Senator Samantha DeCorte

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 25, 2025 @ 06:06 PM

Name: 

Jonathan Honda

Email: 

jhhom@mpd.net

Zip: 

96793

Representing: 

Maui Police Department

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 25, 2025 @ 08:33 PM

Testimony: 

I will provide oral testimony.

Name: 

Jonathan Honda

Email: 

jhhon@mpd.net

Zip: 

96793



Representing: 

Maui Police Department

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 25, 2025 @ 08:35 PM

Testimony: 

I will provide oral testimony.

Name: 

Malia Agustin

Email: 

maliaagustin96792@gmail.com

Zip: 

96792

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Feb 26, 2025 @ 08:44 AM

Testimony: 

Aloha e Chair Waters, Vice Chair Weyer, and City Council Members, 

 

Testimony in Support of RES25-030 

 

Aloha e, I am writing in strong support of Resolution 25-030, urging the Honolulu Police Department and the Hawaiʻi State 

Department of Education to enter into an agreement to assign School Resource Officers (SROs) to West Oʻahu public high 

schools. As a concerned community member, I recognize the growing need for increased safety measures in our schools. 

West Oʻahu high schools face unique challenges, and the presence of SROs can provide critical support in ensuring a 

secure learning environment. Beyond enforcement, these officers serve as mentors, building positive relationships with 

students and fostering trust between law enforcement and the community. By assigning SROs to our schools, we can help 

prevent conflicts, provide guidance to at-risk youth, and enhance overall campus safety. I urge you to support this 

resolution to prioritize the well-being of our students and educators. Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 

Malia Agustin
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February 25, 2025 
 

Honorable Chair Tommy Waters and Honorable Vice-Chair Matt Weyer 
Esteemed Councilmembers Radiant Cordero, Andria Tupola, Esther Kiaʻāina, 

Scott Nishimoto, Tyler Dos Santos-Tam, Val Aquino Okimoto and Augie Tulba 
 

SUBJECT: Resolution  25-30 – Urging the Honolulu Police Department (HPD) and the Hawaiʻi 
State Department of Education (HIDOE) to enter into an agreement to assign School 
Resource Officers (SROs) to West Oʻahu Public High Schools. 
Testimony in SUPPORT 

 
Aloha Chair Waters, Vice-Chair Weyer, and esteemed Members of the Honolulu City Council, 

Our communities have been experiencing an alarming increase in crime, violence, and tragic incidents, 
which directly impact our schools, families, and neighborhoods. I understand the urgency of creating safe 
learning environments for our keiki and ensuring that our educators and staff have the support they need. 
Having dedicated school resource officers on campus will help deter criminal activity, foster positive 
relationships between students and law enforcement, provide immediate response to safety concerns and 
emergencies, and support students and staff in conflict resolution and crisis intervention. 

The safety of our keiki must be a top priority, and I urge this Council to pass Resolution 25-30 without 
delay. We owe it to our students, teachers, and families to take proactive measures that will protect, 
support, and uplift our communities. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Senator Samantha DeCorte  
Senate District 22 | Ko ‘Olina, Nānākuli, Mā‘ili, Wai‘anae, Mākaha and Mākua 
Phone: (808) 586-7793 | Email: sendecorte@capitol.hawaii.gov  
415 S. Beretania St. Room #223, Honolulu, HI 96813  
 


