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TO: Members of the Honolulu City Council

FROM: Natalie Iwasa
808-395-3233

DATE: Thursday, November 7, 2024

SUBJECT:  Bill 44, CD2, Relating to Traffic Safety - COMMENTS

Aloha Chair Waters and Councilmembers,

Thank you for allowing testimony on Bill 44, CD2, which is relates to speed
controls.

Section 15-7.1 Speed Restrictions — Traffic Calming Measures

I'm disappointed the bill hasn’t been amended to require the director to consider
bicyclists and moped drivers before installation of speed humps or raised
crosswalks. Some speed humps make it more difficult and in some cases unsafe
for bicyclists, because they are installed all the way to the edge of the roadway or
near the bottom of hills. In addition, some roadways are poorly maintained, often
resulting in faded signage and/or paint, making it difficult to have advance
warning of speed humps.

Keep in mind that speed humps also slow down emergency vehicles, which is not
good in life-or-death situations.

Section 15-7.2 Speed Limit Zones

The bill still contains blank schedule references, e.g., page 6, items (i) and (k).

Section 15-19.39 Television in Motor Vehicle

The bill specifically states that it does not apply to internal vehicle climate controls,
but it does not include a similar statement about radio controls. If you find it
necessary to include the climate controls, then radio controls should also be
included. It seems, however, that neither climate controls nor radio controls are
television or video signals and neither exception should be included in the bill



