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WRITTEN TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL 

 
Resolution 24-247 

Urging Leeward Coast neighborhood communities to participate in the National 
Fire Protection Association’s Firewise USA program and to help their 

neighborhoods achieve Firewise USA recognition. 
 

Thursday, November 7, 2024 
10:00 A.M. 

City Council Chamber 
 

Kurt Tsue 
Director, Community Affairs 

Hawaiian Electric 
 

 
Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Kiaʻāina, and Members of the Council, 

My name is Kurt Tsue and I am testifying on behalf of Hawaiian Electric in 

support of Resolution 24-247.  

Hawaiian Electric understands the importance of communities participating in the 

National Fire Protection Association’s Firewise U.S.A. Program to learn about wildfire 

risk and the actions they can take to protect their neighborhoods and homes. We 

support Resolution 24-247 and its collaborative approach to safeguarding communities 

from the risk of wildfires, especially on the Leeward Coast. The Firewise U.S.A. program 

is an effective resource in both the planning and implementation of wildfire risk 

reduction plans in the community, in addition to government and critical infrastructure 

owners planning as part of a coordinated emergency response. 

Hawaiian Electric continues to identify utility best practices and new technologies 

to prevent wildfires and we intend to work closely with the community, emergency 

management, first responders, alongside many other public and private partners, to 
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support wildfire mitigation planning and preparedness in ways that are compatible with 

natural surroundings. We also have accelerated and intensified the implementation of 

our own Wildfire Mitigation Plan and have taken other immediate action steps, including 

implementing fast trip settings on circuits, re-inspecting all lines for vulnerabilities, and 

initiating the process for replacing poles, power lines and fuses in high-risk areas. In 

July, Hawaiian Electric expanded these efforts by including Public Safety Power 

Shutoffs (PSPS) to reduce the possibility of an ignition from electric equipment as a last 

line of defense. Power may preemptively be shutoff to areas that are at high-risk of 

wildfire during periods of high winds, low humidity, and drought to reduce the possibility 

of an ignition from electric equipment. 

Hawaiian Electric appreciates the opportunity to testify in support of Resolution 

24-247. Thank you.  

 

 


