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Name: 

Andre Wooten

Email: 

Attorney@AttorneyAndreWooten.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 2, 2024 @ 11:05 AM

Name: 

Daphne Barbee-Wooten

Email: 

daphnebarbee@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 2, 2024 @ 02:33 PM

Name: 

Chelsey Villamin

Email: 

chelseyzumba@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96832

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 2, 2024 @ 03:07 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha All, 

Lindsay is a dear friend of mine and is a remarkable person inside and out. She deserves all the support possible linked 

with the murder of her husband, Lindani. The tragedy I have seen her and her two young children experience has been 

absolutely tragic and unfair. They need help, care and support.  Lindsay and her two children deserve the $1.5 million 

settlement for the family of Lindani Myeni and closure on this devastating tragedy. 

 

I'm sure you can agree that providing $1.5 million to sustain a widowed mother of two in Honolulu is not an outrageous 

sum. Please approve the settlement to support my grieving friend as she tries her best to nurture and provide for her two 

babies who have lost their father. 

 

With love and peace, 

A concerned citizen

Name: 

April Hail

Email: 

aprilhail1@gmail.com

Zip: 

96822

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 3, 2024 @ 08:49 AM

Testimony: 

Aloha Councilmembers, 

 

My name is April Hail and I am a teacher and business owner in Honolulu. I am writing to encourage the City Council to 

approve the $1.5 million settlement for the family of Lindani Myeni and allow them some closure on this devastating 

tragedy. I have followed this case for 3 years and believe all evidence points to the fact that HPD acted in fear and haste, 



escalating a misunderstanding rather than deescalating, which should be their primary goal in all situations. I am baffled 

as to why they refuse to admit they made a tragic mistake and resolve to do better in the future, choosing to gaslight and 

draw out the unimaginable pain caused to this family. 

 

I'm sure you can agree that providing $1.5 million to sustain a widowed mother of two in Honolulu is not an outrageous 

sum. Please approve the settlement and let this family grieve in peace. 

 

Mahalo, 

April

Name: 

Andrew Hoffman

Email: 

andyhoffman2@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 3, 2024 @ 02:32 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha, I support the request for authorization to settle the case in favor  of Lindsey Myeni. Her husband was wrongly killed 

by Honoluluy police, and the tape clearly reveals that they did not announce they were police. The killed a husband and 

father  unnecessarily and his widow deserves significant compensation.

Name: 

Natasha Lewis

Email: 

netgainsnatasha@gmail.com

Zip: 

23420

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 3, 2024 @ 04:10 PM

Testimony: 

I met Lindani 6 years ago and I titled him my daughters God father because he was so kind and gentle. I love this couple 

and family and know Lindani was a gentle giant.

Name: 

Makana Reeves

Email: 

makanalive@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 3, 2024 @ 09:14 PM

Testimony: 

If city council members vote to not approve the pittance of a settlement as recommended by their own corporation 

counsel after 3 YEARS of research, debate and even a mock trial, it will risk both a much larger payout via trial as well as 

exponentially more negative press for HPD, the city and county of Honolulu and worst of all Hawaiʻi as a whole in the eyes 

of the global public. That a man of African descent was murdered by unidentified armed assailants, and died likely not 

knowing they were police officers, is bad enough; that Honolulu city leaders decided it wasn’t even worth a measly $1.5 

million settlement to the widow and her children would come off as vividly inhumane and embarrassingly cruel. 



 

To anyone paying attention, Alm’s unfounded claims, mayor Blangiardi’s transparent bias and the performative antics of 

HPD all demonstrate a blatant allegiance to department solidarity over a respect for the law and those it is intended to 

protect. It is clear to any neutral party that HPD not only broke necessary protocol and the law itself- resulting in the 

murder of an unarmed man- but also tapped alliances to avoid even the slightest reprimand. Further, it is a sign of civil 

and humanitarian corruption and moral poverty to both perpetuate the myth that a burglary was taking place and to use 

that myth to once again reinforce the depraved tenet of valuing property over human life. But none of this needs to 

matter to the council members. Listen to those who are paid by taxpayers as authorities in the field of law and have 

arrived at a very wise recommendation that will save taxpayers both money and reputation. The only reason to deny 

approval of settlement would be blatantly political. Please do not fall into the trap of playing judge and jury. You are not 

judge and jury. Approve the settlement. It’s the least you can do for the children and mother who will be suffering the loss 

for their entire lives. It’s peanut money, and the guys who pulled the trigger will feel better too as they deal with their own 

trauma from taking a life out of lack of training- and fear.

Name: 

Christopher Cruz

Email: 

zombiecruz4@gmail.com

Zip: 

13421

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 10:17 AM

Testimony: 

There is overwhelming evidence that Lindani Myeni could not see or respond to the officers during his encounter. Without 

an announcement of “police”, the officer’s command to “get on the ground” was unlawful. Lindani was entitled to defend 

himself.

Name: 

Isaiah Thompson

Email: 

isaiahgthompson@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 10:18 AM

Testimony: 

There is overwhelming evidence that Lindani Myeni could not see or respond to the officers during his encounter. Without 

an announcement of “police”, the officer’s command to “get on the ground” was unlawful. Lindani was entitled to defend 

himself.

Name: 

Bianca Perez

Email: 

bianca.perez8281@gmail.com

Zip: 

10466

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 10:46 AM

Testimony: 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair and members of the committee, 



 

My name is Bianca A. Perez. I live in the Bronx, New York and I am testifying today in support of L. Lindsay Myeni due to 

the overwhelming amount of evidence that Myeni was not able to see nor respond to the officers during this encounter. 

Without announcement of "police" from officers, but instead an unlawful command to "get on the ground". Lindani was 

entitled to defend himself. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify, 

 

Bianca A. Perez 

10466

Name: 

Molly Mamaril

Email: 

mollymamaril@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 11:54 AM

Testimony: 

Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Kiaʻāina and Councilmembers, 

 

Mahalo for your service to our Honolulu community. 

 

I am writing in support of the authorization to settle the case against the City and County of Honolulu entitled L. Lindsay 

Myeni v. City and County of Honolulu et al. 

 

The Council's original decision to approve the settlement of $1.5M for the Myeni ʻohana would create a more peaceful 

outcome for all parties involved. This would prevent a long, drawn-out trial, which could cause more trauma and harm to 

the Myeni ʻohana and the Honolulu Police officers involved. To approve the settlement now will allow space for healing 

and growth for everyone. 

 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

 

Molly Mamaril 

Kaimukī resident

Name: 

Alani Santana

Email: 

alanib.santana@gmail.org

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 12:17 PM

Testimony: 



Aloha e Councilmembers, 

 

My name is Alani Santana, and I urge you to please approve the $1.5 million settlement for the family of Lindani Myeni. 

This case is deeply traumatic and is one out of many that have severed community trust in police. I implore you to 

recognize that authorization of this settlement offers support and compassion for Lindani's surviving wife and their two 

children. They are the ones who feel the impact of his violent death every single day. 

 

Financial support for a family who is going through a significant loss and battling the trauma of that loss can go a very 

long way. Financial support can broaden someone's access to resources, improve their ability to make informed choices, 

and alleviate some economic stress. Approving this settlement may help give Lindani's family the support and validation 

they deserve. Please approve this settlement. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify, 

Alani Santana 

96815

Name: 

Amund Gismervik

Email: 

amund_@hotmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 12:19 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Kiaaina and Councilmembers, 

 

Mahalo for your service to our Honolulu community. I am writing in support of the authorization to settle the case against 

the City and County of Honolulu entitled L. Lindsay Myeni v. City and County of Honolulu et al. The Council's original 

decision to approve the settlement of $1.5M for the Myeni ohana would create a more peaceful outcome for all parties 

involved. This would prevent a long, drawn-out trial, which could cause more trauma and harm to the Myeni ʻohana and 

the Honolulu Police officers involved. To approve the settlement now will allow space for healing and growth for everyone. 

 

 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Amund Gismervik 

Kaimuki resident

Name: 

Shantee Brown

Email: 

2nworb@live.com

Zip: 

96740

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 12:27 PM



Testimony: 

Aloha Honolulu City Council Members, 

 

I am writing in support of the $1.5 million settlement for Lindani Myeni’s family. because of our rural healthcare system i 

must travel to Honolulu for medical care. i am disturbed by the show of force from the Honolulu city police at the last 

meeting for the settlement. that meeting should have ended the years long process for the Myeni’s, instead it has 

scratched the scab and revealed yet again the separate justice system for police in Hawai’i. if Hawai’i can give convicted 

felon and former police chief louis Kealoha a settlement but push back against settling for the widow and 2 small children 

of a violently murdered man, what does that say about us? 

 

I appreciate the effort the corporation counsel and you all have put into this decision making process. some of you may 

run for higher office in the future…i will never forget if any of you vote against this settlement. Lindani’s last words “who 

are you?” and “why did you shoot me?” are forever etched into my brain. this loss of life could have led to reform’s in how 

officer involved deaths are handled. a simple solution would be automatic settlements for the family of any person killed 

by police as an acknowledgement that extrajudicial killings puts a strain on our community. it doesn’t matter if the person 

killed was “right or wrong.” the police are in a position of power that does not include administering a death sentence. 

police are also our community members, family, and friends, this is not a judgement against them or to diminish 

occupational risks. my stance is to ensure that there are realistic checks and balances for the discrepancy in power. the 

average person does not have a union or pension to take care of their family if an officer makes a mistake. all officers need 

to be retrained to follow the law and use deescalation tactics. officers who repeatedly refuse to comply must be removed 

as a public safety liability. on November 7th, I hope you all choose humanity over money. $1.5 million is a tiny portion of 

the budget to compensate for loss of life. please do not choose to put the Myeni family through a needless trial. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

Shantee Brown 

Kailua-Kona

Name: 

Lindsay Myeni

Email: 

lindsay@squarefeethawaii.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 07:28 PM

Testimony: 

Speaking from my heart again, as this was my husband who was unnecessarily murdered. A beautiful human to waste.

Name: 

Noah Humphrey

Email: 

noah.humphrey@aya.yale.edu

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 07:45 PM



Name: 

Karyn Herrmann

Email: 

karyn.herrmann808@gmail.com

Zip: 

96821

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 08:00 PM

Name: 

Amanda Maldony

Email: 

amandamaldony@gmail.com

Zip: 

32034

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 08:07 PM

Testimony: 

Good evening, 

 

I am a nurse in Florida and I am Lindsay's Aunt. I am so proud of her for her stand and for taking on a system she should 

never have had to take on. When I saw the video of what happened to Lindani and saw police officers, who are supposed 

to be officers of Peace, approach an unarmed man who was leaning against a car in the dark, shine a mag light in his face, 

start yelling at him to "get on the ground" all while a woman was pointing and screaming, "that is him", I realized that 

Peace was not on the minds of those officers. Seriously, policing 101 is you identify who you are and that you de-escalate 

situations, not that you take a peaceful situation and cause it to explode. Had the situation been approached differently, 

Lindani would not be dead, Lindsay would not be a widow, her children would not be without a Dad, and those officers 

would not have been hurt. 

 

Lindani was a good man, he was not from America and the culture is different where he was from. I do know that he 

would not have fought the police had he known that is who was yelling at him. He was from an area where if someone 

approaches you, you cannot tell who they are and they demand you get on the ground, all while someone is screaming 

"that is him" you would assume you are about to be assaulted. I am from th USA and I might assume that too. It breaks 

my heart that he died unnecessarily. That all it would have taken was one officer approaching and saying "this is the 

police, can you tell me what happened?". That could have saved everyone so much pain. 

 

I have always been a huge supporter of the police and, as a nurse, and having a mother who was an emergency room 

nurse, I understand what a hard job it is. That is why it is so important for police officers to be trained to approach people 

appropriately. Hawaii is a tourist area and you have no idea where people are from and what their life circumstances are. 

If the police had identified themselves and just talked to Lindani, they would have found him to be a smart, kind, 

respectful man. No one should be shot for being lost and then defending yourself against a perceived attack. 

 

Now Lindsay is having to fight for any type of justice. She is fighting to raise awareness of change that needs to happen, to 

push for better training for police officers, to show her children and the world that Hawaii, where she grew up, is a good 

place that takes responsibility when mistakes are made. When I saw my niece in front of a microphone crying but still 

strong, showing the world the bullet holes in her husband's clothes, I was so proud. Sad that she had to do that, but proud 



of the strong woman she is. What made me not proud, but actually angry and sadly disappointed, was the massive 

number of HI police officers who showed up, in uniform with their guns, to try to intimidate her and the council. You can 

say they were supporting their fellow police officers, but that was not what the world saw and that was not what they were 

doing. The world saw a young mom, wife and widow standing up against a backdrop of blue. A backdrop of officers who 

were trying to intimidate her, but she would not be intimidated. She, instead, stretched an olive branch to them. She 

showed strength, courage and poise in the face of so many police officers who were trying to intimidate her. 

 

What that show of intimidation by the police showed the world was that if a mistake is made in HI by "peace" officers, that 

they will not take accountability and that they will fight to hide behind a sea of blue and guns. This is not what you want 

the world to see, this is not who Hawaii is. This is not the image that HI should show the world. That sea of blue did not 

come to show support for the widow of a man killed by police who did not even identify themselves as police until after 

they shot him, they came to intimidate her and to intimidate the council. Do not let HI be seen by the world as a place 

where justice is ignored. A place where widows and children are not protected. Hawaii is a paradise, but it is not perfect, 

things do not always happen as they should and people get hurt and killed, however, Hawaii is a strong place that can 

show the world that they take accountability for the hurt their mistakes cause. Please do the right thing and vote for the 

settlement so everyone can move on and learn. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amanda Maldony, RN 

Jacksonville, FL

Name: 

Michele Mazzei

Email: 

micheledmazzei@gmail.com

Zip: 

96778

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 4, 2024 @ 11:51 PM

Testimony: 

Please vote yes to settle this case now!

Name: 

Anne Pulfrey

Email: 

rpulfrey@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96822

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 03:16 AM

Testimony: 

Please do not support the Out of Court settlement of the Myeni Case.  If ever there were a need of an open hearing in 

Court, this is the one.  To support the settlement looks a lot like a cover up, since so little is known or has been brought 

out.  I, for one, have no idea why a person as capable of such violence this man was, why nobody seemed to notice his 

problems, or do anything to help him, before the couple ever came to Hawaii.  Then there is the matter of the horrible 



injuries suffered by the Officer, who was crippled so badly he cannot work. What kind of closure does he or his family or 

his supporters and Co-workers get out of this pay-off?  It is almost like saying, at the very least, that their sufferings mean 

nothing and the City is taking the cowardly and easy way out, because the only thig the City cares about is our Tourism 

image and getting rid of the bad publicity.  And that it isn’t worth the City’s money. Except that ultimately, this is My 

money.  I do not think the Officers were wrong if they were watching one of their Officers being beaten to death.  As a 

resident, does it make me feel good to know that if some person unknown to me invades my house, says my house and 

even my cat are his, that this is not something the Police should get involved in and there is nothing I can do about it?   It 

is not even a matter of who is at fault.  It is that a cover up and payoff is not the way to handle this situation.  It leaves 

everyone who lives here wondering what happened and are we going to have to live with the possibility if it happens 

again.  Thank you for your attention to this.  Sincerely, Anne Pulfrey, 1717 Mott Smith Drive 1803, Honolulu, HI 96822.  808 

271 6494.

Name: 

Greyson Leyrer

Email: 

greyson.leyrer@sgws.com

Zip: 

28403

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:12 AM

Testimony: 

I support this claim and am disturbed the family has had to wait so long for this case to be closed. I hope the officer who 

so wrongly approached and escalated this situation is no longer employed by the city and there are actions taken in the 

future to avoid this happening again.

Name: 

Alejandra Alexander

Email: 

lexinator@me.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:16 AM

Testimony: 

I support the settlement in the wrongful death law suit of Lindani Myeni and urge the city council to approve it.

Name: 

Ana Hernandez

Email: 

ana.g.hernandez16@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:17 AM

Testimony: 

My name is Ana Hernandez and I support the settlement in the wrongful death lawsuit of Lindani Myeni and urge the city 

council to approve it.

Name: 

Cynthia Franklin

Email: 

cfrankli@hawaii.edu

Zip: 

96822

Representing: Position: Submitted: 



Self Support Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:20 AM

Testimony: 

I support the settlement in the wrongful death law suit of Lindani Myeni and urge the city council to approve it.

Name: 

Faith Minter

Email: 

faith.destiny.minter@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:38 AM

Name: 

Nokwanda Hiatshwayo

Email: 

nokwandahlatshwayo2@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:40 AM

Testimony: 

My name is Nokwanda Hlatshwayo and I am writing to express my strong support for upcoming City Council meeting on 

Nov 7th. 

This case is incredibly important to me for several reasons. First and foremost, I have a deep personal connection to the 

individuals involved. I am a family friend. For instance, I have known Alondwe Mtshali for 3 years and have seen the 

significant impact this case has had on their life and well-being.

Name: 

Imani Altemus-Williams

Email: 

imani.altemuswilliams@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:42 AM

Testimony: 

I, Imani Altemus-Williams support the settlement in the wrongful death law suit of Lindani Myeni and urge the city council 

to approve it.

Name: 

Jen Jenkins

Email: 

jjenk458@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:44 AM

Testimony: 

My name is Jen Jenkins, my email address is jjenk458@gmail.com. I support the Lindani settlement.

Name: 

Johanna Jiang

Email: 

joji1977@icloud.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:45 AM



Testimony: 

I support the settlement in the wrongful death law suit of Lindani Myeni and urge the city council to approve it.

Name: 

Julie Warech

Email: 

julie.warech@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:47 AM

Testimony: 

I support the settlement in the wrongful death law suit of Lindani Myeni and urge the city council to approve it.

Name: 

Laura Mbugua-Mwaura

Email: 

laurarink90@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:48 AM

Name: 

Leilani Maxera

Email: 

groundgivesway@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:49 AM

Testimony: 

I support the settlement in the wrongful death law suit of Lindani Myeni and urge the city council to approve it.

Name: 

Luanna Peterson

Email: 

luanna@motheringjustice.org

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:51 AM

Testimony: 

My name is Luanna Peterson. I support the settlement in the civil case of the wrongful death of Lindani Myeni. This 

settlement is warranted and will help his wife, Lindsay and her two children find closure.

Name: 

Peggy Hong

Email: 

kwisuk63@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:52 AM

Testimony: 

I support the settlement in the wrongful death lawsuit of Lindani Myeni and urge the city council to approve it.

Name: 

Raquel Runnels

Email: 

r.runnels88@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813



Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:53 AM

Testimony: 

I support the settlement in the wrongful death law suit of Lindani Myeni and urge the city council to approve it.

Name: 

Rozella Ehrler

Email: 

rozellaehrler@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:55 AM

Testimony: 

I am in support of Lindsay Myeni who is a lifelong friend from childhood. Lindsay brought Lyndani to my home to stay and 

visit before their children were born. Lyndani was a kind and gracious man. During their stay Lyndani played and engaged 

with my son as if he was his own family. While staying Lyndani got to experience his first ever American Christmas with my 

whole family including siblings, parents, nieces and grandparents. We all got to experience the culture Lyndani had to 

offer as we bombarded him with questions of curiosity about Africa. And we enjoyed being able to share a part of our 

culture as well with him. To hear about the loss of Lyndani was life changing. No more will he be around for his children 

the way he was for mine or the children in my family. My grandparents were saddened to know their new African friend 

wouldn't return for another Christmas visit. And for the loss my childhood friend continues to remember, I am in support 

of Lyndani and Lindsay Myeni.

Name: 

Bryon Hackett

Email: 

bryon.hackett@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96744

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 10:13 AM

Testimony: 

My name is Bryon Hackett. I am an instructor pilot with Hawaiian Airlines specializing Human Factors and Leadership 

Command and Mentoring training. I am also a former Federal Flight Deck Officer, having received extensive training at 

The Federal Law Enforcement facility in Artesia, NM 

 

I am writing to you in support of a settlement in the Lindani Myeni case. Although, no criminal charges are being brought, 

as a civil matter, I see many challenges in pursuing a trial. From the type of call Officer were initially dispatched, to the 

frantically screaming lady heightening the officers fight or flight response threshold, nighttime with minimal lighting, 

officers pointing high intensity flashlights into Lindani's eyes destroying his night vision, yelling threatening commands 

and never announcing they were police officer until after he was shot. 

 

I empathize with both the officers and Lindani for dealing with an extremely challenging situation, under less-than-ideal 

circumstances. However, I believe this will be an extremely costly endeavor to the taxpayers, should the city choose not to 

settle this case prior to trial. There also remains a high likelihood a trial will result in a much higher settlement being paid, 



along with all the addition time, money and resources spent for everyone involved. 

 

With all these factors considered, I strongly encourage you to vote I favor of a settlement now. 

 

Please reach out with any questions,

Name: 

Renate Gregory

Email: 

reginagregory24@gmail.com

Zip: 

96822

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 10:59 AM

Testimony: 

Please approve the Myeni Lindani settlement.

Name: 

Meghan van Bergeijk

Email: 

meghan.e.huber@gmail.com

Zip: 

96704

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 12:58 PM

Testimony: 

Please approve this settlement without further delays. Lindani Myeni clearly should not have lost his life at the hands of 

police and this settlement should be an easy conclusion of justice. It would also be a kind one so as not to put the victims 

family through additional grief and stress and major trial which clearly would subject the family to intense police 

intimidation. I would liek to comment that it is extremely distasteful that Honolulu Police Department showed up in such 

force in a courtroom to intimidate a victim's family, as well as it would seem, the council, to deter accountability.  For such 

a traumatic loss of life and miscarriage of justice, the settlement amount seems hardly adequate and also barely 

significant to the budget, yet to have such a show of force and intimidation suggests that it was more about avoiding 

accountability for the Honolulu Police Department. Lack of accountability as well as corruption is something that plagues 

our local police departments and communities pay the price again and again because dangerous behavior and attitudes 

like racism are allowed to persist and even flourish when there is no accountability in such positions of power. This in turn 

harms more innocent people, creating more lawsuits, and erodes the communities trust in the police and legal system, as 

well as politicians who refuse to protect their communities by allowing HPD to skirt accountability. Please do the right 

thing for everyone and approve this settlement so that some justice may be served, healing may begin, and trust can be 

rebuilt. Thank you.

Name: 

Rick and Annie Bernstein

Email: 

annieweihwa@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 01:34 PM

Testimony: 



Dear City Council members, We are writing in regards to the wrongful death case of Lindani Myeni. It is a tragedy that he 

was shot and killed by armed officers who failed to identify themselves as he was standing next to his car. We feel strongly 

that this alpha athlete simply reacted in a manner of self defense appropriate to the situation he found himself in. Imagine 

being commanded to get on the ground by unidentified strangers shining a mag light in your eyes. Had the police 

identified themselves, we would not be writing this letter. It seems to us that in a court of law, this is a slam dunk wrongful 

death case, which will cost this community many millions of dollars. The prudent thing to do is for the Honolulu City 

Council to settle this case now, and save the citizens a lot of grief, time and money. Most importantly, a settlement now 

will give Lindani Myeni’s wife and two small children some solace and hope for the future and bring closure to this horrible 

nightmare. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rick and Annie Bernstein

Name: 

Liann Jimmons

Email: 

liannjimmons@gmail.com

Zip: 

96826

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 01:35 PM

Testimony: 

Because of mistakes made by HPD, a family suffered a great loss that can never ever be corrected or made right. Those 

children should be growing up with their father to carry them. His wife should have her partner to support her through 

this life. That can never be given back. The mental, emotional, and physical support of this father cannot be given back. 

The absolutely least the City/County could do is approve the settlement so the family does not have to struggle financially 

due to losing a parent. The family has to work through the trauma and grief of their father/husband/son/brother/etc. 

being murdered for mixing up an address. Even with the video footage showing clear mistakes made, they’ve gotten no 

apologies from the people that stole his life away from his loved ones. Regardless of HPD’s intent or motivations, the end 

result was a tragedy that did not have to happen. Grant the family this relatively small gesture to bring them some 

security and hopefully peace so they can begin healing. Don't let those children face more tragedy than they already have.

Name: 

Carla Whitney

Email: 

carlawhitney1920@yahoo.com

Zip: 

80207

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 01:50 PM

Testimony: 

My name is Carla Whitney and I am a church member (The House Worship Center) and friend of Lindsay and Lindani 

Myeni in Denver, Colorado. I wanted to take the time and share my blessed experience of knowing Lindani. What I 

witnessed of him every Sunday morning is that he was a God fearing man who enjoyed singing to worship and praise our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He worshiped and praised from his heart, and had a way of drawing the church congregation 



in with his gentle and genuine voice. Everything about Lindani was humble. He showed nothing but humility in the way he 

spoke and carried himself. We all knew that he was of African Zulu royalty and decent, but amongst the members of 

THWC, he, his wife, and children were apart of our church family. Lindani generously shared his African culture and 

customs with the church. He made us proud to know that our African roots were of kings, queens, and strong warriors. I 

had the blessing of singing a duet with Lindani in the church choir. Now, whenever I hear the song titled, "My Hallelujah 

Belongs to You" my eyes well up with tears because I hear his voice. I can see Lindani's facial expressions so clearly. When 

he sings praises unto God his head tilts back, eyes close, and hands lifted to Lord in worship. I strongly believe that Lindani 

is in a place where he is in constant worship and praise for our almighty God. But, my heart is so heavy when I think about 

how unfair it is that this black man of African Zulu royalty decent was taken away from his new wife, very young children, 

and all that truly loved him. I ashamed and embarrassed of the Honolulu Police Department because they blatantly racially 

profiled him as a threat to their safety. Lindani was NOT a threat to anyone! If anything he stood for unity and love of 

amongst all people! He wanted nothing more than to be a peaceful man of God who represented his heritage proudly by 

taking care of his wife and children. There is nothing that we can do to reverse time and bring Lindani back to his family, 

friends and loved ones. But, we can stand up and advocate for his wife Lindsay and two children to receive all the 

restitution they deserve to live and honor his memory. I pray that there comes a day, where black men and women will 

not have to worry about being viewed and profiled as threats and aggressors in this nation. Lindani Myeni will never be 

forgotten. May the Lord's comfort and peace be with his entire family and love ones until we all meet again in God's 

eternal kingdom.

Name: 

Noel Shaw

Email: 

noelkshaw@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 01:56 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha, 

 

My name is Noel Shaw and I am a resident of Honolulu and Kānaka ‘Ōiwi of Hawai‘i. I am also the spouse of a Black man 

who I pray protection over daily. I am writing in support of the Myeni ‘Ohana in the wrongful death lawsuit they’ve 

brought against the Honolulu Police Department for the murder of Lindani Myeni. 

 

The City Council voted correctly in favor of the settlement measure when it was first brought to them. Their October 9th 

vote reversing the decision seems to have been coerced and brought on by intimidation tactics that only armed and 

uniformed police officers could provoke. 

 

This is an important decision as it sets a precedent for future cases. Black bodies are highly susceptible to police violence 

and during a time when a movement was swelling to acknowledge this truth and bring justice to wrong done by the 

police- the Myeni ‘Ohana’s case is a really important one to get right. 

 



Black bodies carry history of injustice, belittlement, and falsities created to justify white supremacy and power structures 

based on making them less than. There are many who have had to work hard to correct these narratives and push against 

systems that benefit from them. Do not let their work go without notice. Make space for accountability to happen, even in 

circumstances where there may be a mistake. 

 

I am urging the Council to stand by their original vote and to no longer put this family through the agony of having to 

recount this horrific incident to get justice. Further, wrongful death suits are for circumstances exactly like this one and to 

not use them accordingly goes against the surety they are meant to provide the public when the government is at fault. 

 

Mahalo, 

Noel

Name: 

Carolyn Bryant

Email: 

carolyn_s_bryant@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96818

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 03:29 PM

Testimony: 

My name is Carolyn Bryant and I am testifying to urge the council to uphold the previously agreed upon settlement with 

the family of Lindani Myeni. 

 

I learned of the killing of Lindani Myeni at a time when many in the U.S. were experiencing mounting frustration and 

anguish over the killings of unarmed black men, women, and youth by police officers. Due to the heightened visibility on 

law enforcement’s escalation of force protocols, police officers across the U.S. felt defensive and perhaps unappreciated. 

Ideally, law enforcement officers as first responders are sufficiently trained to assess risk as they must make hasty 

decisions in the line of duty. While these decisions may avert danger in some cases, they should not be exempt from 

scrutiny. Tragically, the decisions and actions of the police officers on April 14th, 2021, resulted in the sudden and 

devastating death of Lindani Myeni. 

 

Aside from any public opinions regarding the circumstances of this case, I feel compelled to testify that a settlement for 

the Myeni family needs to be finalized now. In this case, the Chief of Police has denounced the settlement option as it may 

be construed as an admission of guilt or wrongdoing. I encourage the council to not view this as such. A settlement will 

never bring true justice to this case and to the parties involved. A settlement can never and will never change the events 

that have already occurred. A settlement will not reunite the Myeni family and restore their peace. Perhaps a settlement 

will ease some of the burden of the Myeni family moving forward. Perhaps it will allow this family to gain a sense of 

closure and allow them to properly grieve and honor Lindani’s life. 

 

I urge you to commit to the previously agreed upon settlement with the Myeni family, rather than belaboring their fight 

for impossible justice. Please allow this family to move forward and heal in peace. 



 

Thank you for your time and for considering this testimony.

Name: 

Jennifer Hee

Email: 

jmhee@hawaii.edu

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 06:36 PM

Testimony: 

November 5, 2024 

 

Dear Council Members, 

 

I am writing regarding EMLACR-281. 

 

My name is Jennifer Meleana Hee and I am a resident of Hawaii Kai, where I was also born and raised. 

 

I have never felt the compulsion to provide testimony to this council, but it broke my heart to witness HPD officers fill the 

hearing room in an effort to intimidate the council into rejecting the settlement. I listened to Lindsay Myeni speak with so 

much strength about her husband despite the presence of HPD. It was immensely moving when she said, speaking to the 

police, that Lindsay, “was almost one of you,” and that she wished the police on the night of the shooting had just spoken 

with him. Another unarmed black man-- shot before police even announced their presence.  It is impossible to understand 

why police were present at the hearing to continue to layer trauma upon her family’s trauma. She somehow managed to 

exude such compassion and grace, expressing how she didn’t hate any of police, not even those who killed her husband. 

 

The display by the police, Steve Alm, and others in the hearing on October 9, 2024 was the antithesis of aloha. As if the 

police’s unjustifiable taking of Lindani’s life was not enough. How incredibly shameful. 

 

Please do right by this family. Authorize the reasonable settlement. 

 

Much aloha, 

Jennifer Meleana Hee

Name: 

Jun Shin

Email: 

junshinbusiness729@gmail.com

Zip: 

96814

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 06:37 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support this settlement. Mrs. Lindsay Myeni and her children deserve so much more for the Honolulu Police 



Department's murder of Mr. Lindani Myeni,  but this will at least allow the Myeni family some needed resources to restart 

their lives. It was so inappropriate for HPD members to show up in force (with their guns from what I saw on the news) to 

apparently intimidate our elected representatives at the last council meeting over this settlement. There needs to be 

policy changes.

Name: 

Kaitlin Joy

Email: 

kate.joy.avenue@gmail.com

Zip: 

96792

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 07:52 PM

Testimony: 

I have followed this story closely and watched the body cam footage. Generally, I support our police department, but in 

this case, the police could have and should have done better. Lindsey deserves to have her husband’s life recognized as 

something of value that should not have ended in this way. I fully support her receiving this settlement.

Name: 

Karla Kotar

Email: 

auditinvestigator@msn.com

Zip: 

98221

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 08:15 PM

Testimony: 

How much longer do Hawaii residents have to endure outrageous behavior by HPD? Lindani Myeni was, as anyone who 

has ever met him would agree, a perfect person. HPD managed to kill one of the best people who ever left his country, to 

come to Oahu. Instead of admitting they made a horrible mistake, HPD, the mayor, Mr. Alm & Shopo keep their original 

lies alive and most of the citizens have no idea what the whole story is. HPD is out of control. Settlement here probably 

would have been a really good idea. Shame on the mess. Everyone is watching and if the Kealoha’s & friends can be 

brought down, maybe a very large settlement for the death of a 100% innocent man, would help bring down Shopo & 

HPD. Sylvester, the hit & run HPD first shooter, got promoted to detective after killing Lindani. How more corrupted can 

your system be? Oh, yah, Harassing the widow of your victim by random individuals and groups of HPD. Good luck with 

the future of life in Hawaii where no one is ever protected or served by police.

Name: 

Ivan Delaney

Email: 

advanced.woodstain@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 11:21 PM

Testimony: 

The police handled this situation horribly, which resulted in the wrongful death of Lindani Myeni. He accidentally came 

into the wrong residence, in attempts to pray. That night was riddled with bad choices from the police officers who should 

have been there to help deescalate the situation that they were walking into. 

 



Lindani has never been someone to cause problems.  He was clearly not there to cause any harm. It looked like he was 

there because he thought the house was a temple, which was actually located nearby. He took his shoes off out of respect 

and the lady that was there caused a scene and riled up the situation which seemed to confuse Lindani and the police. 

 

The body cam footage shows Lindani being ambushed by the police with bright flash lights, without informing him who 

they were or what they were there for. You can hear Lindani say “why, who are you”? They didn’t inform him that they 

were the police until he was shot dead. 

 

Lindani was protecting himself in a confusing, terrifying moment. They should have been able to identify that he did not 

have a weapon and he was not there for malicious reasons. I feel they were intimidated due to the fact that he is a big 

man and didn’t assess the situation properly. 

 

Lindani could still be here if it were not for this misunderstanding that these cops were clearly not trained to handle. 

 

This was a wrongful death that took the life of a young, kind man. A father, and supportive husband. His wife, Lindsay 

Myeni, is now left to pick up the pieces and struggle to support two small children on her own. 

 

I support justice for Lindani and relief for Lindsay Myeni and her children.

Name: 

Kenneth Cribbs

Email: 

kcribbs@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96744-1306

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 5, 2024 @ 11:59 PM

Name: 

Jim Bickerton

Email: 

bickerton@bsds.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 05:27 AM

Testimony: 

As you know I represent the Myeni family and was closely involved in the negotiations.  I know the case well and wish to 

speak today about those who have opposed the settlement by leaving out key facts. 

 

First and foremost, Steven Alm has repeatedly told the Council and the public that all the participants “could see”.  The 

evidence clearly belies this statement.  Significantly, the first person to use deadly force, Corporal Orosco, stated three 

times in the minutes following the shooting that “I couldn’t see”.  These statements are on his own body worn camera 

made spontaneously to other officers.  If he couldn’t see, how could Lindani Myeni see who was ordering him to “get on 

on the ground”? 

 



In talking to people who initially opposed settlement, I have found these other keys facts give people second thoughts: 

 

1.  The timing from the first punch by Lindani Myeni to the officer’s statement "shoot him" (just 15 seconds) 

 

2.  The timing from the first punch to the first shot (just 17 seconds).   This one really surprises people who assumed a 

struggle that went on for minutes before the decision to use deadly force against an unarmed individual. 

 

3.  The profanity used by officers both before the shooting and immediately after. 

 

4.  The officers had batons and pepper spray but never even attempted to deploy them, and only one of them attempted a 

taser even though all three had tasers.  Two used guns as their first resort. 

 

These facts will be presented to the jury, not the incomplete version offered by Mr. Alm.

Name: 

Mateo Montoya-Collis

Email: 

mateomontoyacollis@gmail.com

Zip: 

80918

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 08:16 AM

Testimony: 

Requesting a brief testimony on how Mr. Lindani Myeni was in support of me during my career as a team mate on the 

Glendale Raptors Rugby team. 

 

I wish to share his knowledge of me as a peace officer. 

 

I would also like to share in brevity my vision of community and how we can work forward in this situation to work as a 

team. 

 

In essence my verbal testimony would touch on efforts to increase education, training and a continuous collective effort 

that benefits FairPlay and supporting all that are involved.

Name: 

Brittany Hackett

Email: 

bluhl07@gmail.com

Zip: 

96744

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 09:00 AM

Testimony: 

My name is Brittany Hackett and I  am a mother of 3 young children, a former UH Track & Field scholar athlete, and a flight 

attendant at Hawaiian for over 12 years now.  Being a member of the community, I have come to understand that HPD 

does have a reputation of corruption. However, I believe we have many good officers in the force, some of which I know 



myself. My grandfather was a police officer, and I grew up hearing all his stories, listening in awe. I strongly disagree with 

the notion of “Defund the Police” and actually believe that we should increase their funds and training. Sadly, I believe our 

officers made a crucial mistake in not announcing themselves as police BEFORE making commands, using force, and 

ultimately shooting and killing Lindani Myeni. The fact that they announced “Police” after shooting him, just adds insult to 

injury, quite literally. Knowing Lindani’s character, I do believe that this would have helped and he would have been willing 

and able to talk things out. Especially if someone does in fact have CTE or is confused at all, how much more important 

having an opportunity to talk before escalating the situation is. We will never have the chance to find out what could have 

happened had the officers done this first. Now, Lindsay Myeni has to live her life out as a widow and a single mother of 

two young children. No amount of money can truly replace the loss of a husband and father or the struggles that a single 

mother faces emotionally, physically, and financially. However, I do feel that this settlement is a step in the right direction, 

both in making things pono for Lindsay and the keiki, as well as for the city and HPD‘s public reputation. I am in support of 

this settlement.

Name: 

Katherine Ching

Email: 

katy.e.ching@gmail.com

Zip: 

96822

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 09:02 AM

Name: 

Craig Kotar

Email: 

kotars@msn.com

Zip: 

98273

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 09:45 AM

Testimony: 

In support of the settlement. Lindani was my son in law, a great example of a man, my daughters now a widow. My 

grandkids have no father, all because of the police and cities incompetence. The real victims don’t even realize what has 

happened yet. The repercussions of these actions are life long for them. 

 

Last months meeting makes a mockery of the arbitration and “justice” system. Hopefully the DOJ is looking into the 

underhanded actions and maybe for the sake of the citizens cleans up the city departments responsible (civil and police) 

for the lack of training and the blatant promotion of the incompetent officer’s who represents you.

Name: 

Ashley Ross

Email: 

leshay.ross@gmail.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 10:24 AM

Testimony: 

I lived in the Myeni house during the time of Lindani‘s murder. He was one of the most calm, kind, warm men I have 

known. Not aggressive, not violent,  not easily angered. A wonderful father and husband. A special type of friend. He was 

loved by nearly everyone he met. 



Had the police used their knowledge and training to assess the situation properly and try to de-escalate - rather than 

aggressively ambush Lindani and blinding his vision with flash lights, this would not have happened. He was trying to go 

to the temple next door. Lindani was not a violent person whatsoever. He was unarmed, which the couple calling 911 

specified to dispatch. He was confused. And when he was suddenly rushed, he tried to protect himself. He comes from a 

rough area in South Africa we’re protecting yourself could be necessary at any moment. But he would never knowingly 

assault police officers. That’s why he said “why” “who are you”. You can hear his confusion in the body cam footage. The 

police did not announce themselves as so until he was already shot and killed. This is unacceptable. 

Now Lindsay Myeni and her two children are left alone without his valuable, much needed love and support. Lindsay 

struggles to do everything alone now. She is fearful for the future. It’s completely unfair and unjust. It’s clearly wrong. The 

situation was not handled properly, and this resulted in the life of our dear friend, Lindani. I am strongly in favor of this 

settlement, as it’s the least the state can offer for wrongfully murdering her husband, dismantling her family and future. 

The Myeni’s are some of the best people I have ever met. Please help see that they have a hopeful, brighter future ahead. 

Mahalo for your time.

Name: 

Bridget Morgan-Bickerton

Email: 

morgan@bsds.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 10:58 AM

Name: 

Kevin Kellar

Email: 

kkellar@me.com

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 11:18 AM

Testimony: 

Lindani was a gentleman and a family man and a protector 

 

In my opinion It’s obvious in the body cam footage the officer did not announce himself during the first contact w Lindani 

 

As far as Lindani knew there was suddenly some man with a flashlight threatening him with a gun in his face 

 

Lindani was fighting in defense of his life 

 

I don’t believe for one moment he would have reacted that way if he knew the police were just checking on a call.

Name: 

Nonhlanhla Myeni

Email: 

nhlanhlayakhe2@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 12:12 PM



Name: 

Nalini Boggs

Email: 

nal.lis.see@gmail.com

Zip: 

96778

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 12:25 PM

Testimony: 

I support Lindsay Myeni. Her husband was an innocent man, unarmed, meant no harm to anyone. The police did not 

announce themselves so he was attacked. He should be here with his family.

Name: 

hosanna richardson

Email: 

zannasmiles@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 12:33 PM

Testimony: 

Lindani Myeni was a wonderful  friend, dad to his 2 kids, and husband to his wife Lindsay. I Had met him and his family 

shortly after they had moved back to the United Sates from South Africa. He was funny, kind, and gentle. He adored his 

family and was so welcoming to me as a friend. 

 

I still can beleive we are without him. After watching the body camera footage you can clearly see he did not understand 

who was approaching him or what was going on. This tragedy did not need to happen.  This day could have gone so 

differently, Lindani could be alive with his family had police identified properly who they were, instead of attacking first. 

Lindani , we miss you.

Name: 

Courtney Ross

Email: 

x3.rossrachel@gmail.com

Zip: 

98503

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 02:12 PM

Testimony: 

The police officers should've announced who they were upon arrival. Instead of charging him, yelling, flashing lights in 

Lindani's face and frighting him. It's clear from the body-cam footage that he confused about the location he was in and 

just looking for the temple nearby. He also didn't seem to know they were police, you can hear his confusion and him 

saying "why"? 

AFTER shooting him 4 times they say "POLICE!" This is wildly unacceptable. If the police would've handled this the way they 

are supposed to Lindani would still be here today. And so I support and stand with Lindsay Myeni, her children and this 

settlement.

Name: 

Summer Starr

Email: 

starr.summer@gmail.com

Zip: 

96768

Representing: Position: Submitted: 



Self Support Nov 6, 2024 @ 02:23 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha e Kakou Chair and Councilmembers, 

 

Mahalo for hearing our testimony today. I write with regards to the case of: “L. Lindsay Myeni v. City and County of 

Honolulu et al., Civil No. 1CCV-21-0000504” 

 

My name is Summer Starr. I am from Makawao Maui, and hold two Masterʻs Degrees; one in Indigenous Politics from UH 

Mānoa and another in Law and Policy from Vermont Law School. I have worked as a Legal Observer with the National 

Lawyerʻs Guild since 2011, on the Front Lines from Mauna Kea to New York City. 

 

This case is of deep concern, particularly considering it came on the heels of the killing of Iremamber Sykap, may his soul 

rest in peace. What message does it send to the world, when Hawaiʻi allows its Police Departments to harm, and murder 

people with impunity? What kind of world does that create for us and our keiki? 

 

In my capacity as Legal Observer, I have witnessed countless acts of Police Brutality directed towards activists and the 

unsheltered. I have also witnessed a pattern of persistent coercion, covert threatening, intimidation tactics, and abuse of 

power. We have seen these intimidation tactics employed against Lindaniʻs widow and Legal Team, an unnecessary and 

cruel endeavor. I myself have been abused by Police on several occasions; falsely accused and apprehended, intimidated, 

and targeted. I thank Nā Akua every day that I am alive to type these words now. Yet as a single mother on a small island, 

it must be said that I also fear typing and submitting these words. I fear for the increased retaliation, which is an 

unfortunate reality of being a Community Advocate with marginalized people. 

 

But it is precisely because of this fear that I must type and must speak up. That we all must speak. The fear that we feel is a 

Truth to listen to, but not be discouraged by. It is the awareness of the world that we devolve into, when we allow 

ourselves to be scared, intimidated, jailed, and abused out of speaking.  Hawaiʻi has an opportunity to set a model of true 

Aloha and thereby, Justice, for the world. Choosing intimidation tactics, denial, gaslighting, and victim blaming is not how 

we get there. 

 

Respectfully, I ask that you to please make the Brave, and Pono, choice to support this Settlement. We all know it is bigger 

than any settlement price. We all know this is about holding up a mirror to ourselves, to holding our institutions, like 

Policing, accountable for their repeated harfmul and fatal decisions and behaviors. So that these fatal behaviors do not 

continue. So that they do not escalate. We all know this is really about honoring the fact that a young manʻs life was taken 

too soon. Someone who was a father and a husband, a son and community member. 

 

Mahalo Councilmembers for taking the time and consideration to approach this matter from a position of Aloha, 

Compassion, and Long term Safety for our Islands as a whole. 

 



 

In Solidarity with ʻOhana Myeni 

from Mauna Haleakala, 

 

 

Summer Starr

Name: 

PHILBROUX RICHARDSON

Email: 

philbrouxrichardson@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 02:23 PM

Testimony: 

Lindani was a man loved by many ,a man that garnered at of respect

Name: 

Michael W Sawamoto

Email: 

hubbub_vagrant.0e@icloud.com

Zip: 

96706

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 04:23 PM

Testimony: 

Settle this case as recommended by your legal team. Going to trial is not the best course of action.

Name: 

Jean Anderson

Email: 

daja@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96821

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 04:35 PM

Testimony: 

Please vote in favor of this settlement because it is the right thing to do. Both for the 2 police officers involved and the 2 

small children that have been left fatherless and their mother that is now a single parent living and raising the children 

without her husband. 

Thank you. 

Jean Anderson

Name: 

Amy Agbayani

Email: 

agbyani@hawaii.edu

Zip: 

96819

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 04:49 PM

Testimony: 

I respectfully request you approve the settlement for Lindani Myeni.  I believe that approving this settlement is fair, it 



acknowledges the efforts of the police to meet their law enforcement responsibilities, provides assistance for the family of 

Lindani Myeni and closes the case for all parties. 

 

Mahalo for your support for this settlement. This outcome will be an acceptable decision for the community, 

 

amy Agbayani 

Kalihi Valley

Name: 

Kellie Chow

Email: 

kelliehiilanic@gmail.com

Zip: 

96766

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 04:49 PM

Testimony: 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee. 

 

My name is Kellie Chow, l live on the island of Kaua‘i and I am testifying today in support of the settlement because of the 

unjust killing of a father, husband, and beloved community member. This was clearly an act of antiBlack racism and we as 

a community here in Hawai‘i, must do better to protect our Black community members and provide them with safety. It is 

of upmost importance for justice to be served for Lindani Myeni and the family members he left behind due to the 

Honolulu police unjustly killing him. We must unlearn racist biases we have been taught and fight for the justice of Black 

lives that have been killed at the hands of racist police. Black folks deserve to feel safe, protected, and respected in Hawai‘i 

without fear of dying from racial police violence. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

 

Kellie Chow 

 

96766

Name: 

Cassandra Chee

Email: 

cassandralchee@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 05:03 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha City Council Members, 

 

My name is Cassie Chee and I write you in SUPPORT of the city settlement with Lindsay Myeni. 

 



The Honolulu Police Department attacked and killed Lindani Myeni, an innocent man who was going to pray. It is clear to 

us, the public, who watched the video footage that Lindani was outnumbered and surprised by the violent approach of the 

HPD officers. 

 

We know that Lindanis murder by HPD is one among too many Black people who have been murdered by the state 

because of anti-Black bias. The beauty of the diversity of cultures here in Hawaiʻi exists alongside White supremacy, 

racism, and colonialism. To witness the murder of Lindani Myeni is a fatal reminder of just how deeply White supremacy 

continues to permeate our society. 

 

It is a shame how much honor and protection are given to armed police officers in comparison to the very people they are 

supposed to protect. Lindani Myeni should be alive today. There is no amount that covers the loss of life. 

 

You, the State, which took the life of a family’s husband and father, owe them everything. Please settle in this case to 

honor Lindani Myeni’s family. 

 

Cassie Chee 

Iwilei, District 6

Name: 

Sophie Weinstock

Email: 

sweinsto@students.pitzer.edu

Zip: 

02130

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 05:13 PM

Testimony: 

What occurred against Lindani Myeni makes me fucking sick to my stomach. Police brutality & racism, always to be 

expected but always so disappointing. Police officers should not be allowed to be judge, jury, and executioner. Now a 

woman is without a husband and children without their father, the LEAST that could be done is giving them some 

semblance of justice. This is why I am submitting testimony in support of settlement. Even all the money in the world 

would not make up for the evil that has occurred at the hands of the Honolulu government. So fucking disgusting.

Name: 

Kurt Fevella

Email: 

senfevella@capitol.hawaii.gov

Zip: 

96706

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Oppose

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 05:15 PM

Name: 

loke aloua

Email: 

ruthaloua@gmail.com

Zip: 

96740

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 05:58 PM

Testimony: 



Aloha, 

 

My name is Loke Aloua and I am submitting testimony in SUPPORT of the settlement for the Myeni 'Ohana. While I have 

no direct relationship with the family I have been able to watch like others the ongoing case unfold now for years. This 

settlement offers a path towards accountability for the violence committed and perhaps steps towards justice. Though the 

loss of the precious life of Lindani Myeni can never be replaced this settlement offers opportunity to acknowledge the 

violence of what has been done and too taking necessary action to meet the requests of those who continue to deal with 

this wrongful death is what this settlement offers. 

 

In support of the 'Ohana and the case presented I ask that the board approve the settlement for the Myeni 'Ohana. 

 

Sending my support to the Myeni 'Ohana, 

Loke Aloua

Name: 

Carmela Resuma

Email: 

contact@carmelaresuma.com

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 06:19 PM

Testimony: 

Dear City Council Members, 

 

I am writing in support of the city settlement with the Myeni family. Lindani was unjustly and cruelly murdered by police 

and while no amount of monetary compensation can make up for this devastating loss, it is the bare minimum that should 

be done. 

 

Carmela Resuma 

Waikīkī, District 4

Name: 

Julianna Davis

Email: 

julesdavis228@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 06:25 PM

Testimony: 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee, 

 

My name is Julianna Davis and I am testifying in support of the city settlement with Lindsay Myeni related to the unjust 

killing of Lindani Myeni in 2021. 

 



It is clear from the video footage that Myeni, unarmed, had no intention of hurting anyone. He was confused and 

provoked by HPD. AntiBlackness in policing is a well documented phenomena on the continent and in Hawaiʻi, and the 

murder of Lindani Myeni is no exception. I urge you to settle this case and provide some semblance of justice for the 

Myeni family. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

 

Julianna Davis 

Zip Code 96817

Name: 

Diane Anderson

Email: 

Hariom@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96712

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 06:26 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha Council Members, 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak. I have studied this case fairly closely over the past several years. The tragic event 

is very upsetting. It all happened so fast. One moment you see a young man leaving and apologizing for mistaking a 

private home for a nearby temple, and a minute later this unarmed young man was being ordered to get on the ground 

by a stranger ( not announcing that they were the police as is required by law ), while also being temporarily blinded by 

intense bright lights shone directly into his eyes. He did what most would do. He fought back. Only AFTER having shot him 

4 times and killing him, the police then announced that they were the police. That was a fatal mistake. 

To me, this case is clearly about trying to make amends. It is about finally acknowledging that tragic mistakes were made. 

Voting YES to this settlement in no way means we expect our policemen and women to be perfect. We all make mistakes. 

Please resist the urge to vote no because you want to show your support for the police force and you think it will show 

weakness to settle. It will not. It will show you understand that mistakes were made and are now willing to show your 

humanity and make amends. 

This tragic event resulted in leaving 2 beautiful very young children without the love and guidance and financial support of 

their father and a grieving mother without her husband.  I would give the world to bring back these children's father. And 

also to take away the grief of the 2 policemen that they must surely be feeling, having shot to death a young man that we 

now know was also suffering from a severe case of CTE as a result of numerous concussions from playing sports. I 

personally knew Lindani Myeni as an honorable and peaceful gentleman. 

We live in a culture of that often values Justice over Mercy. Please consider that there can be both Justice and Mercy. 

Please vote YES to this settlement and let the healing begin. 

Thank You. 

Aloha, Diane Anderson 

 

P.S. Kudos to the Honolulu coroner for suspecting their was something very usual about this case and sending a sample of 



the brain tissue for analysis. This case ought to be a major wake up call for all those playing sports that can and do result 

in brain injuries.

Name: 

Ashley de Coligny

Email: 

ashley.decoligny@gmail.com

Zip: 

96744

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 06:35 PM

Testimony: 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee, 

 

I am a resident of Kaneohe and I am writing in support of Lindani Myeni's family. I believe they deserve a settlement in his 

wrongful death. The police must be held accountable for the horrible mistake they made in killing this unarmed man, and 

the Myeni family deserves the chance to find some justice and closure. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 

 

Ashley de Coligny 

Kaneohe 96744

Name: 

Talia Rios

Email: 

kahakukaatalia@gmail.com

Zip: 

96706

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 06:39 PM

Testimony: 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee, 

 

My name is Talia Rios, I live in Honolulu, Hawai’i, and I am testifying in support of the settlement of the case against the 

city and county of Honolulu entitled L. Lindsay Myeni v. City and County of Honolulu because it is important for the justice 

of Lindani Myeni and the Myeni family. 

 

I am testifying in support of this item because evidence shows that Myeni was murdered at the hands of police. This was 

an act of police brutality and complete failure to address a situation properly. Lindani Myeni deserves justice and his 

family deserves to put this lawsuit behind them. 

 

Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 

 

- Talia Rios

Name: Email: Zip: 



Melissa Tomlinson mel_tomlinson@ymail.com 94549

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 07:25 PM

Testimony: 

I’m writing from California in support of ‘Ohana Myeni. Absolutely heartbreaking and enraging to hear of and watch police 

footage of the events that ended Lindani’s Life.  I find it disheartening that anyone could justify him being gunned down 

by police and absolutely shameful that the HPD has attempted to do so.  Those who shot him shouldn’t be armed in public 

service ever again.  No amount of money will ever bring their beloved back and though it also isn’t a true justice for 

Lindani, the very least that can be done is to acknowledge his life had a value beyond any measure the city could ever 

afford and settle for the family.  *Understanding he would still be alive today had he not encountered HPD. 

It truly is a horrific day when police brutality and senseless killing goes unchallenged by its community and elected 

officials. Please let that not be this day.  Support ʻOhana Meyani for all that has been taken from them.

Name: 

Kris Batalona

Email: 

krisbatalona@gmail.com

Zip: 

96708

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 07:32 PM

Testimony: 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee, 

 

My name is Kris Batalona, I live in Haiku, Maui, and I am testifying today in regards to the case of "L. LINDSAY MYENI V. 

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU ET AL., CIVIL NO. 1CCV-21-0000504" to ask you to do what is clearly the right thing even 

though it is a the bare minimum. No amount of money is going to bring Lindani back. The public was made aware of the 

video footage of his death and we watched the charade by the police force on October 9, 2024 when they came in to the 

meeting in full uniform to intimidate. Our community can no longer turn a blind eye to the violence brought on by police 

departments especially our own. 

 

A man's life was taken too soon because there are people who go in to this profession who lack the proper training, 

emotional maturity, and respect for human life. A woman is now a widow and two children do not have a father. It is now 

the year 2024 where we have had to bear witness to many years of police brutality here at home and on the continent. 

How many more black men need to be killed by this violence in order for it to stop? In order for a state to say "enough is 

enough" and hold police departments accountable for their harmful behavior and actions. The state of Hawai'i can lead 

and set an example by honoring the wishes of LIndsay Myeni. She is not asking for much for what was wrongfully taken 

from her. 

 

I believe in this committee to honor her wishes by supporting this settlement. You will not be able to give her a full sense 

of justice but at the very least you can give her a sense of closure. 

 



Standing in support with Lindsay Myeni. 

Rest in love Lindani 

 

Kris Batalona

Name: 

Angela Melody Young

Email: 

Alohadivinedesign@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

CARES Community Advocacy Research Education 

Services

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 08:05 PM

Testimony: 

CARES wishes to comment, pls refer to public comment.

Name: 

Emi Jenkins

Email: 

demsocoahu@gmail.com

Zip: 

96819

Representing: 

Democratic Socialists of Oʻahu

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 08:06 PM

Testimony: 

The Democratic Socialists of Oʻahu would like to extend our sincere condolences to Lindsay Myeni and her two children. 

On the night of April 14, 2023, the Honolulu Police Department (HPD) ordered around Lindani Myeni in a hostile manner 

while failing to identify themselves, before taking Mr. Myeni’s life. 

To give Mr. Myeni’s family closure, the means to raise two young children without their father, and to save taxpayers the 

brunt of a $5 million lawsuit, the Democratic Socialists of Oahu urges the City and County of Honolulu to settle Mrs. 

Myeni’s wrongful death lawsuit for the previously negotiated $1.5 million. 

After 3 years of study and a mock trial, corporate counsel determined it to be in the city’s best interests to settle. However, 

HPD and the State of Hawaii Organization of Police Officers (SHOPO) are more than willing to waste taxpayer dollars to 

prove a point. SHOPO Honolulu Chapter Chair, Jonathan Frye, told Civil Beat that he would “rather see this case lost in 

court” than send the wrong message to officers. Over the past decade, lawsuits involving HPD have totaled up to over $18 

million. HPD has done little to mitigate the risk of these lawsuits, as seen in their handling of  Lt. Scott Valdez. Lt. Valdez is 

responsible for two lawsuits that added up to $1.12 million: one for wrongful death, and another for beating a man 

unconscious. Lt. Valdez has since been reassigned to train new recruits, where he will surely share much of his wisdom 

with the next generation of cops. 

SHOPO is no stranger to losing in court, having lost a lawsuit in 2020 to prevent the release of the names of disciplined 

officers. This is how we know that Jeffrey Chun served a mere 1 day suspension for failing to attempt to deescalate a 

situation and using “unreasonable force” on a handcuffed suspect. These meager punishments for clear abuses of power 

opens up the city to even more potential lawsuits. 

HPD routinely wastes millions of dollars. Since 2020, HPD spent $150,000 on a $74,000 robot dog to act as a glorified 

thermometer, over $600,000 on ATVs and related equipment, $27,000 on a drone, $4 million on pickup trucks, vans and 



other vehicles from a vendor the former police chief used for personal purchases, and millions in overtime including well-

documented overtime abuse. 

Between SHOPO refusing to care about the actions of its officers and HPD refusing to care about its burden on taxpayers, 

we urge city council to take the advice of corporate counsel to save Mr. Myeni’s family the trauma of reliving his death and 

taxpayers from shouldering the financial burden of a corrupt police department

Name: 

Ellen Zanetos

Email: 

ellen.zanetos@gmail.com

Zip: 

96720

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 08:27 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha, 

My name is Ellen Zanetos and I’m writing to support the request for case settlement against the city and county of 

Honolulu entitled to Lindsay Myeni. 

I support this case settlement because I believe Lindani Myeni was wrongfully killed by the Honolulu police. It’s clear from 

the video footage that police did not follow protocol and misused their power to take an innocent man’s life. It’s time for 

police to be held accountable for their actions. Mahalo, 

Ellen Zanetos

Name: 

Katherine Williams

Email: 

katelwilliams2458@gmail.com

Zip: 

98273

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 09:10 PM

Testimony: 

Hundreds of grandmothers stand with Lindsay Myeni and her family. We ask you to resolve this settlement today and set 

your seal in justice, turning away from fear and intimidation. There is no doubt that Lindani should have returned home to 

his family on the night he was killed. We stand with Lindsay and in service of Truth and Justice.

Name: 

Richard Robinson

Email: 

robinsonr008@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Oppose

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 10:15 PM

Testimony: 

I am 100% opposed to the settlement. The prosecutor has reviewed the case said the shooting was justified . Any further 

accommodation to the family is a slap in the face to the police officers. The city should be suing his estate for the officers 

pain and suffering

Name: 

Abaleng Matenge

Email: 

matengeabaleng@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96720



Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 10:24 PM

Testimony: 

The life of a young man Lindani was taken too soon because protocol was not followed correctly. Lindsey deserves justice 

for her husband's death. On a dark night police should clearly announce themselves and use multiple deescaltion 

techniques before using deadly force. I believe the Myeni family deserves a settlement for their future expenses since the 

Dad and husband is now dead and can not provide for the family.

Name: 

Jordan Nakamura

Email: 

jordanknakamura@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 10:59 PM

Testimony: 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee, 

 

My name is Jordan Kapono Nakamura, I live in Honolulu and I am testifying today in support of this agenda item to grant a 

settlement for the family of Lindani Myeni. On April 14th 2021, Lindani Myeni, husband and father of two children was 

needlessly killed by HPD. The situation can be reviewed by released body cam footage, but this man who was approached 

by unknown assailants on a moonless night was understandably shaken and was desperately trying to identify the people 

approaching him with powerful lights which obliterate any visibility. Only after HPD had used unneccesary force by 

shooting Lindani four times did they identify themselves as police. This is a continuation of a trend of police rampant in 

the U.S. and its territories of murdering unarmed people who often have no way of understanding what the lethal 

situation unfolding before them even is about, and in this case Lindani Myeni was needlessly murdered without ever 

knowing he was encountering police officers who exhibited flagrant misconduct by resorting to highly aggressive tactics 

before Lindani was even aware of their presence. The city took over three years of litigation before a measly settlement 

was offered, likely due to the fact that overwhelming evidence was presented to condemn the officers' use of excessive 

deadly force and illegally refusing to identify themselves as law enforcement in zero visibility before escalating an 

interaction with a civiilan. The decision to intimidate the bereaved family who were willing to accept a small settlement of 

what is the modern day equivalent of a public lynching to block the transfer of said settlement is further indication of 

HPD's puerile and gang-like behavior to absolve themselves of all accountability and also not to let any of the surviving 

victims of the habitual trauma inflicted by poiice, especially against victims. It is clear that there will be no justice for 

Lindani Myeni, a father who should be alive if the law was followed and if law enforcement had treated him like a human 

being, but to block a settlement only adds insult to irrepairable injury to his bereaved family who will never enjoy the 

future they dreamed to live out by his side. If the state refuses to offer the acknowlegement and duly process 

reprecussions of these officers who fell into the pattern of law enforcement nationwide of imagining another beloved and 

unarmed community member as some mythically dangerous threat, the least they could do is offer the family the 

settlement as initially intended before the hearing was protested by the very perpetrators of Lindani Myeni's entirely 

preventable murder at the hands of law enforcement. Mahalo nui for your consideration.



Name: 

Julia Elena

Email: 

julia.valoymedical@gmail.com

Zip: 

96744

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 6, 2024 @ 11:45 PM

Testimony: 

“Lindanihi is all of our fathers” 

 

No dad across the dinner table 

No more tiny humans sitting on his shoulders 

2 whole nations of broken hearts 

No husband to watch the kids grow older 

 

I am the future vision of his kids 

Growing up without a dad 

You took their chance at peace 

You took the only one they had 

 

Is humanity your enemy? 

You know you have a choice right? 

To plant a decent seed. 

I won’t hold my breath though 

I’m just lucky I can breathe. 

 

There is no justice 

Nothing you could do to bring him back 

 

Some days it feels awfully good to hurt 

Because at least I’m reminded that I’m still here to feel it 

A lot of things can break us down, but even death can’t kill our spirit 

 

For those you left unharmed, you still can’t show compassion to 

For him to be unarmed, you still can’t admit a reason to… 

 

I wish his wife wasn’t going home alone 

I wish his wife didn’t have to be a parent on her own. 

You took a life and changed 3 others forever. 

 

Please please please 



I’m begging you to do better. 

 

This is the very least this family can have. Please act on this as if it were your dad.

Name: 

Kylie Akiona

Email: 

kylieakiona2@gmail.com

Zip: 

96789

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 7, 2024 @ 12:25 AM

Testimony: 

Welina mai kākou, 

 

My name is Kylie Akiona, I am a former District 2 Honolulu Youth Commissioner born and raised in Kīpapa and I strongly 

support the city settlement with Lindsay Myeni. 

 

HPD killed Lindani Myeni on April 14, 2021 despite any evidence of wrongdoing or intent of harm as an unarmed Black 

man, in line with the ongoing history of american policing: an inherently violent, racist, and capitalist product of Western 

colonialism that has never truly considered any individual’s innocence. 

 

Despite what many of us who were born and raised here were taught, Hawaiʻi is not an “ethnic melting pot”, but a place 

that is still deeply entrenched in plantation politics and an ongoing illegal american occupation. Anti-Blackness is still 

extremely prevalent here, just as anti-Micronesian and anti-Hawaiian and other racist sentiments are. The police killing of 

Lindani Myeni was not an outlier tragedy, rather, another avoidable result of policing in and of itself—another example 

being the other agenda item today regarding the settlement for Tamara Taylor and her child. 

 

It is hard to find the words to somehow ask the people and institutions your tax dollars fund to do the right thing when we 

have been asking you for years. We have already asked for amends over and over and over, we should not have to ask 

again, and yet we will continue to anyways in solidarity and aloha nui for the Myeni and Taylor families. No settlement will 

bring true justice for them, but as the world is now, this is not a large or unreasonable ask. 

 

HPD and thereby you, the city, are liable for Lindani Myeni’s death. Please settle and prove to your constituents, myself 

and my ʻohana included, that your backbone and moʻokūʻauhau are true to the position we elect you to fulfill. 

 

Me ka pono, 

Kylie Akiona 

Council District 8

Name: 

Ronda Hayashi

Email: 

hayashiphd@gmail.com

Zip: 

96826



Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 7, 2024 @ 12:51 AM

Testimony: 

Aloha, 

 

My name is Ronda Hayashi. I am a resident of Moiliiili, and I am a mother of a child with Autism. I support the settlement 

because Lindani Myeni could have been my Autistic son, and he could have been your Kupuna suffering from Dementia. 

But, it just so happens that Lindani Myeni was a man who we now know was quietly suffering with CTE. Did Mr. Myeni, a 

young loving husband and father, with no previous criminal history,  have to be shot and killed? I believe the blinding 

lights, and verbal barking of the approaching Officer further disoriented Mr. Myeni who likely was experiencing crisis 

through a disability he was not even aware that he had. Though I have never met the Myeni 'ohana, the loss of Mr. Myeni 

deeply saddens me. I am haunted by the tragic events caught on video. And I ask the Council members to do what is 

pono. My heart breaks for Lindsay Myeni, who lost her husband, and the Myeni children who lost their father. This family 

deserves a fair settlement. And please, I ask you to further advocate for HPD to adopt standard opperating procedures 

and training that would help Officers to avoid further disorienting and disregulating those in our community who may 

have invisible disabilities complicating moments of crisis. Let's make sure that what happened to Lindani Myeni, never 

happens in Honolulu again. 

 

Mahalo for your fair and careful consideration on this matter.

Name: 

James McCay

Email: 

jmccay@hotmail.com

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 7, 2024 @ 01:22 AM

Testimony: 

Please provide funding for justice in this tragic case. 

Malama Pono & Mahalo, 

James

Name: 

Jennifer Lam

Email: 

jennifer_lam@berkeley.edu

Zip: 

94606

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 7, 2024 @ 03:37 AM

Name: 

Dingilizwe Ncube

Email: 

dingilizwe@gmail.com

Zip: 

96814

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 7, 2024 @ 03:44 AM



Testimony: 

Testimony: 

 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee 

 

My name is Dingilizwe Ncube. I am resident of Honolulu. I am submitting testimony in support of Honolulu City Council's 

original vote to approve the settlement to Lindsay Myeni in the wrongful death of her late husband, Lindani Myeni. On 

April 14, 2021, Lindani Myeni, husband and father of two young children, was fatally shot and killed by Honolulu Police in 

Hawaii. The devastating event of April 14, 2021, is a tragedy no family should ever experience. The settlement will bring 

closure to Lindsay Myeni and her two young children. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony. 

 

Dingilizwe Ncube

Name: 

Kristen Young

Email: 

kristenslyoung@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 7, 2024 @ 04:57 AM

Testimony: 

Dear Council members, 

 

My name is Kristen Young and I am a Honolulu resident. I am testifying in strong SUPPORT of the settlement for the Myeni 

‘ohana (EMLACR-281). 

 

Lindani Myeni should never have been killed by Honolulu police and I think you know this too, based on the first 8-1 

committee vote in favor of the settlement in the wrongful death of Myeni. 

 

Police were called to the area under the assumption that there was a threat and acted rather aggressively, without 

disclosing their identity, from the start of their interaction with Myeni. In the body cam footage, the officer notes that it 

was hard to see, which means it must have been even harder for Lindani to see with the officer’s bright light shining in his 

eyes. Lindani was not engaging in any wrongful behavior and had no reason to think it would be police ambushing him. 

Lindani was entitled to defend himself against unknown attackers. (Even if their identity was revealed, the fact that police 

can use lethal force when they simply *perceive* a threat, which they’re trained to do, is troubling.) 

 

Lindani Myeni’s life was violently and abruptly stolen from him and his family. When the Myeni family believed they would 

finally be able to put this behind them and move forward, armed cops and the prosecutor showed up to sway your vote. 

Admittedly, that is a bit intimidating for anyone testifying in support of this settlement. I hope you will not let yourselves 



be gaslit and intimidated into denying minimal compensation to a family that has already lost so much. 

 

If police hadn’t been called that night, if police hadn’t shown up, there would’ve been no harm done that night — not to 

the residents of Coelho Way, to Lindani Myeni, or the officers. If police hadn’t shown up to oppose the settlement, it 

probably would’ve gone through by now. The officers have already been cleared of wrongdoing. Please show the 

community that there is some accountability and consequence for killing an innocent person while on duty, working for 

the City. 

 

What happened to Lindani was tragic and could have been avoided. If we are going to fund armed cops to ‘protect’ our 

communities, we better be willing to provide some form of compensation when they cause harm. Please support the 

settlement and give the Myeni family some peace. 

 

Mahalo, 

Kristen Young 

Honolulu, HI 

District 6

Name: 

Cecilia Reilly

Email: 

recoverthis99@gmail.com

Zip: 

96768

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 7, 2024 @ 09:19 AM

Testimony: 

The injustices imposed on the Myron family haunt me. That the violence is so forthcoming, the questions so far from the 

minds of police and the fear so permeating is a danger to our community and an injustice to everyone! Please vote for the 

tiny reconciliation of paying wat this family is asking for.. they’ve lost their rock, their provider, their light, and their joy.. He 

can’t be brought back. At least apologize in the little way the county can, so that we don’t feel like this behavior is 

condoned in policing, so that we all  recognize the wrong, so that this family doesn’t go thru life w/ injustice staining their 

connection to community. Not identifying themselves is a HUGE problem as police in the dark running in w/ flashlights to 

the face. Shooting someone that violently (or even at all) who’s not threatening, but leaving after putting his shoes on.. is 

abhorrent injustice! This was in no way an acceptable public execution!! Justice for the Myeni’s!!!!

Name: 

Georgia Thompson

Email: 

manageorgia@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 7, 2024 @ 09:22 AM

Name: 

LOUIS HERMAN

Email: 

louisher@hawaii.edu

Zip: 

96816

Representing: Position: Submitted: 
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Name: 

Nokuthula Miranda

Email: 

altzulugoddess@gmail.com

Zip: 

00000-0000

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Nov 7, 2024 @ 09:53 AM

Testimony: 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair and members of the council, 

 

My name is Nokuthula, I live in Trinidad and I am born in South Africa. 

 

I am testifying today in support of agenda item EMLACR-281 because I am a black South African who intends to visit 

Hawai'i with my family. I'd like to know that we will be safe and that justice prevails for our brother Lindani and our sister 

Lindsay. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

 

Nokuthula 

Trinidad, 00000-0000

Name: 

Georgia Thompson-West

Email: 

georgia3@hawaii.edu

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Nov 7, 2024 @ 09:55 AM



Andre’ S. Wooten
Attorney And Counselor At Law

Century Square, Suite 1908
1188 Bishop Street

 Honolulu, Hawaii  96813
                Tel: 808-545-4165                 

   Attorney@AttorneyAndreWooten.com 

November 2, 2024

SETTLE THE MYENI CASE TO HELP REFORM THE HONOLULU POLICE DEPARTMENT
In 2012 I filed a suit for a sister of Aaron Torres, who

witnessed her brother Aaron Torres smothered to death when 3 police
officers handcuffed, shacked and sat on him until he stopped
breathing, permanently, after Aaron called 911 for medical help.  The
City of Honolulu ultimately paid Aaron Torres family over a million
dollars, and the officers got promoted. 

So, I really wished Chief Susan Ballard’s statement that race
had nothing to do with the police killing of the unarmed recent South
African transplant to Honolulu, Lindani Myeni, in Nuuanu April 4,
2021, were true.   However, the more information that become
available, the less true the soon to be former police chief’s
statement proves to be.

The essential question is: How did the police officers approach
the unarmed black man, who was not accused of doing anything violent
to anyone?  Did they approach him the same way they would a white
man?

Mr. Myeni clearly had attempted to have a conversation with the
occupants of a Vacation rental property close to his family’s
residence.  However, Mr. Myeni and the Japanese visitors apparently
had difficulty communicating clearly and soon Mr. Myeni left without
violence or taking anything.  

HRS 703-307(2) states it is illegal for an officer to use force,
unless and until the officer tells the person the reason the officer
is arresting the person.   That did not happen here.

The ACLU has also pointed out that another Hawaii law HRS 803-6,
requires that a police officer announce that they are officers of the
law before or at the time of the arrest.

The partial video that was initially released of the officers
contacting Lindani Myeni, shows the officers did not announce that
they were police officers or say why they were arresting, or even
accosting Mr. Myeni, before pointing their guns at him, shining flash
lights at him, demanding that he get down on the ground.   Mr. Myeni
thought he was being robbed by hoodlums. 

We are left to wonder, if the officers had addressed Mr. Myeni
in the manner prescribed by Hawaii law clearly and professionally;
and not scared the “mess? bijesus?” out of him? Would he have reacted
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in that terrified manner, if they had said they were police officers
and why they wanted to talk to him,  instead of pulling guns on him
immediately before speaking and apparently triggering a “flight or
fight” response?

Unfortunately, the guns drawn manner in which the Honolulu
police officers approached Mr. Myeni, was every similar to the out of
proportion and ultimately illegal manner that the Minneapolis
officers approached George Floyd, pulling guns on him for non-violent
allegations about a petty misdemeanor.

Except, Mr. Myeni was not legitimately accused of any crime at
all, just being lost or confused, but no threats or theft. The
arresting officers that killed Lindani Myeni, violated the rules of
the police Department and should not be overlooked.   For it sends a
permissive and abusive message that excessive force used by all
officers on all arrests of unarmed black men who have not been
convicted of anything are ok with the H.P.D. and the City.   

In any case, it is time the H.P.D. and the City actually require
police officers to follow the Hawaii law and act professionally too.  
     The Chief of police of Minneapolis, who testified against
Derrick Chauvin for murdering George Floyd and dishonoring his blue
uniform.   

Requiring the police officers to follow these Hawaii laws, HRS
703-307(2) and Hawaii law HRS 803-6, that a police officer announce
that they are officers of the law before or at the time of the
arrest, might just defuse some situations involving citizens without
guns, that do not need gasoline poured on already tense circumstances
and emotions.   The City Counsel should state this policy of law
enforcement by signing off on the negotiated settlement in this case. 

Mr. Myeni was not engaged at the time he was accosted in any
threatening or harmful activity, justifying the use of excessive
force before the police officers identified themselves as such. 

Otherwise we would legalize a fact pattern allowing police to
detain citizens for non-violent accusations or infractions and petty
misdemeanors, and then allow them to kill people who are not felons
or convicted of threatening danger with impunity, which is clearly
disproportionate, unfair, arbitrary, capricious flat out wrong.  

The negotiated Settlement should be approved.

Atty. Andre’ Wooten

Page 2 of  2



DAPHNE E. BARBEE 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

CENTURY SQUARE, SUITE 1908 

1188 BISHOP STREET 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 

808-533-0275 

daphnebarbee@gmail.com  

I.: 

L ,4 A 

November 2, 2024 

Honolulu City Council 
530 S. King St. 202 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: SUPPORT FOR SETTLEMENT FOR MR. MYENI'S FAMILY. 

Dear City Council Members:: 

I am an attorney in private practice specializing in civil rights. I saw the City Council 
meeting on television regarding the $1.5 million settlement for the family of Mr. Myeni, an 
unarmed Black South African man who lived in Honolulu. I support such a settlement and note 
that it is much less that Geroge Floyd's family settlement of $27 million. I note that George 
Floyds murder occurred just 2 months before Mr. Myeni was killed by gun shots fired from 
Honolulu Police. The Myeni killing also occurred within a month of the police killing Skycap, an 
unarmed Micronesian teenager. In both situations, the Chief of Police praised the killings, 
disregarding and insulting the humanity and life of these two individuals. There is continued 
disrespect when police officers filled the City Council meeting place, armed and in uniform as a 
show of force and intimidation to deny Mr. Myeni's family a settlement that was approved by a 
Mediator, the City Attorneys and the Court. To deny the settlement goes against the City' s own 
attorneys judgment and request for approval. The City's Attorneys, Corporation Counsel, are the 
same attorneys who defend police from wrongdoing. 

I enclosed settlement reports from high profile killings of Black men during the time Mr. Myeni 
was killed. As you can see, the settlements far exceed $1.5 million dollars. As Hawaii considers 
itself the "Aloha State", the denial of a settlement for the death of a Black man contradicts this 
myth. Before the settlement there were untruths in the media that Mr. Myeni was a homeless 
drug addict, that he was a burglar, that he was a thief, that he was armed, that the police, who 
were not in uniform on a dark night, were identified. as police. The facts in the video show only 
after Mr. Myeni was shot several times did the police identify themselves. He was dead at the 
time. 

1 



Not all police officers are bad and not all of them are good. Mistakes have been made in the past 
for which settlements have been approved. In Hawaii, a $1 4 million settlement was made and 
approved for the death of Aaron Torres, $550,000 settlement when HPC Chief of Police Ballard 
doctored tests scores of police recruits, and a $1 million to a teenager's family when he was shot 
multiple times in his vehicle by police. See attached National Police Funding Data Base. In 
federal court, the City paid $4.7 million for a race discrimination case against the Honolulu Polce 
Dept, Dowkins et al. v. City and County of Honolulu et al.,Case No. 10-087 HG. See attached 
articles. These cases show that the City and police make mistakes and must be held accountable. 
The City attorneys agree to the settlement. It is time to move on. 

Please approve the $1.5 million settlement for Mr. Myeni's family The City and HPD should be 
accountable for killings of unarmed citizens. 

Sincerely, 

Daphne E. Barbee 
Attorney at Law 

Enclosure(s) 

Cc: NAACP Honolulu 
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NATIONAL POLICE 
FUNDING DATABASE 
A project of LDF's Thurgood Marshall Institute 

SHARE 

SETTLEMENTS 
The information below is compiled by TMI based on reputable, publicly 

available sources. This information includes cumulative data for certain time 
periods, specific settlements of claims by individuals, and settlements 

relating to police misconduct internal to police departments. 

ABOUT THESE DATA 

Filter settlements 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

RESTRICT BY SETTLEMENT OUTCOME: 

0 Compensation 0 Policy changes 
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We identified 3 publicly reported settlements that resulted in policy changes 

and $3,105,000.00 in monetary compensation to victims. 

Data last updated January 25, 2022. 

Remove filters 

Most recent 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 

2021 COMPENSATION 
$1,000,000.00 

The Honolulu City Council voted to pay $1 million to settle the wrongful death 

lawsuit of Cameron Johnson, a 19-year-old who was shot and killed in 2017 during 

an officer's investigation of a stolen vehicle. 

The lawsuit cast doubt on police testimony. Cameron Johnson was shot by a police officer who had a brief 
conversation with Johnson while he was in his vehicle and then started firing. Witnesses were right behind 
Johnson's vehicle and confirmed that the officer shot Johnson multiple times and that the submitted police 
testimony of the situation was incorrect. 

SOURCE 

Christina Jedra, "Lawsuit Filed Against Honolulu Police Over Beach Park Shooting", Civil Beat, June 03, 2021 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 

2021 POLICY CHANGES 
COMPENSATION 
$150,000.00 
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The City of Honolulu settled a lawsuit for $150,000 in which a Honolulu police officer 

was accused of wrongfully arresting a 15-year-old who claimed to be bullied by the 

officer's son at school. 

Jorge Rivera and his mother Jennifer Rivera sued the City and County of Honolulu, officer Kirk Uemura, and 
others in federal court. The lawsuit alleged that Uemura's son and Rivera got into a fight over a girl. The 

following day, Uemura arrested Rivera after following his school bus to a nearby high school. He summoned 

other officers to take Rivera to the Kailua police station where the young boy was detained in handcuffs. The 

case highlighted the lack of policy in the Honolulu Police Department to prohibit officers from involving 

themselves in cases where they have a conflict of interest. A policy has since been recommended by the 

Honolulu Police Commission. 

SOURCE 

Christina Jedra, "HPD Lawsuit Settlement: Teen Arrested By Classmate's Father To Receive $150,000", Honolulu Civil 
Beat, March 16, 2021 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 

2014- 2019 COMPENSATION 
$1,955,000.00 

In 2014, Honolulu paid $1.4 million to the family of a man who was suffocated while 
in police custody, and agreed to a $550,000 settlement in 2019 to remedy 

misconduct committed by the police chief. 

In 2014, Honolulu paid $1.4 million to the family of Aaron Torres, who was suffocated while in police 

custody. In March 2019, the Honolulu City Council agreed to pay $550,000 to a retired police lieutenant to 

resolve a 2009 lawsuit filed against the Honolulu Police Department regarding the conduct of Police Chief 

Susan Ballard, who improperly tampered with recruits' test scores when she oversaw the department's 
training division. 

SOURCES 

"$1.4 million settlement reached in Honolulu police custody death, Haw", Hawaii News Now, May 08, 2014 

Associated Press, "Honolulu Agrees To Pay $550K To Settle 2009 Police Lawsuit, Haw", Hawaii Public Radio, March 11, 
2019 

The National Police Funding Database is made possible by a grant from the Democracy Fund . 
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Police accountability starts with people like you deciding to stand up for what's 
right. Join our fight to bring fair policing practices to communities of color 
across the country. 

Donate now 

Follow the Thurgood Marshall Institute 

Sign up for updates 

Email address 

email@email.com  

ZIP code 

Submit 

2024 NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 

Sitemao 

DISCLAIMER 

The data and information included on this site are gathered using application programming interfaces (APIs) or 
are obtained from publicly available sources. The APIs retrieve data from the websites of government-operated 
agencies and publish it on this database unaltered. The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF) 
and the Thurgood Marshall Institute (TMI) cannot verify the accuracy of any reported data. The data and 
information provided herein are solely intended to be educational tools and do not constitute the provision of 
legal advice, nor do they establish any attorney-client relationship with LDF or TMI. 
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AP SETS THE STANDARD FOR POLITICAL REPORTING. 
DONATE 

SUPPORT INDEPENDENT, FACT-BASED JOURNALISM. 

A look at big settlements in US police killings 

ore 
Cortez Rice, left, of Minneapolis,sits with others in the middle of Hennepin Avenue on Sunday, March 7, 2021, in Minneapolis, Minn., to mourn the death of George Floyd a day before jury selection is set to begin 
in the trial of former Minneapolis officer Derek Chauvin,who is charged in Floyd's death. (Jerry Holt/Star Tribune via AP) 

Published 1:28 PM HST, March 12, 2021 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The attorney for George Floyd's family said Friday that a $27 million settlement of a 

federal lawsuit by the city of Minneapolis is the largest pretrial civil rights settlement ever. 

The settlement was announced as jury selection continued in the trial of Derek Chauvin, a white former city 

police officer accused in the May 25 death of Floyd, who was Black. 

Floyd family attorney Ben Crump said the settlement "sends a powerful message that Black lives do matter 

and police brutality against people of color must end." 

Some settlements in police-involved deaths are kept private. Often a settlement includes money but 

specifies there was no admission of guilt. Some such lawsuits end up in court where a jury can award massive 

settlements that are whittled down on appeal. 

Here is a look at other high-profile cases of police-involved deaths of Black and brown people and the 

settlements: 
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BREONNA TAYLOR 

In September, the city of Louisville, Kentucky, agreed to pay Breonna Taylor's family $12 million and reform 

police practices. 

Taylor was shot to death by officers acting on a no-knock warrant. She and her boyfriend, Kenneth Walker, 

were roused from bed by police. Walker said he fired once at the officers, thinking they were intruders. 

Investigators say police were returning fire when they shot Taylor several times. 

The settlement stipulated reforms on how warrants are handled by police. No officers have been charged in 

Taylor's death, but one officer faces criminal charges for bullets fired into another occupied apartment. 

Taylor's mother has filed complaints against the police, seeking an investigation into whether policies were 

violated in the investigation that led officers to her daughter's door. 

LAQUAN McDONAL D 

Seventeen-year-old Laquan McDonald was shot dead by Chicago police in 2014. 

Nothing in the city's recent history has created more distrust of City Hall and the police department than 

then-Mayor Rahm Emanuel's unsuccessful legal battle to keep the dashcam video under wraps that shows 

Officer Jason Van Dyke shoot McDonald 16 times. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

A jury found Van Dyke guilty in October 2018 of second-degree murder and aggravated battery in McDonald's 

shooting. He was sentenced to six years in prison. 

McDonald's family sued for $16 million — a million for every bullet — but settled for $5 million. 

FREDDIE GRAY 

Six Baltimore officers were charged in the April 2015 arrest and in-custody death of Freddie Gray, a 25-year-

old Black man who died after being injured in a Baltimore police van, touching off weeks of protests. 

Three officers were acquitted and prosecutors dropped all remaining charges in July 2016 following a hung 

jury. The U.S. Department of Justice decided not to bring federal civil rights charges. 

Gray's family agreed to a $6.4 million settlement with the city in September 2015. 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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PHILANDO CASTILE 

Jeronimo Yanez, an officer in St. Anthony, Minnesota, was acquitted of manslaughter in the 2016 fatal 

shooting of Philando Castile. 

The Black motorist had just informed the officer that he was carrying a gun. Yanez testified that Castile was 

pulling his gun out of his pocket despite his commands not to do so. 

The case in suburban St. Paul garnered immediate attention because Castile's girlfriend streamed the 

aftermath live on Facebook. 

Castile's mother reached a $3 million settlement and his girlfriend was paid $800,000 by the city of St. 

Anthony and others. 

TAMIR RICE 

Tamir Rice was 12 years old when he was fatally shot by a white Cleveland police officer in a recreational area 

in November 2014. 

Officers were responding to a report of a man waving a gun. The boy had a pellet gun tucked in his waistband 

and was shot after the officers' cruiser skidded to a stop just feet away. 

A grand jury in December 2015 declined to indict patrolman Timothy Loehmann, who fired the fatal shot, and 

training officer Frank Garmback. 

The city settled the Rice family's lawsuit for $6 million. 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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AKAI GURLEY 

Rookie New York City police officer Peter Liang was convicted of manslaughter in the November 2014 death 

of 28-year-old Akai Gurley. 

Liang, an American of Chinese descent, said he was patrolling a public housing high-rise with his gun drawn 

when a sound startled him and he fired accidentally. A bullet ricocheted off a wall, hitting Gurley. 

A judge reduced the conviction to negligent homicide and sentenced Liang to five years' probation and 800 

hours of community service. 

The city settled with Gurley's family for $4.1 million. 

MICHAEL BROWN 

Michael Brown, an unarmed Black 18-year-old, was fatally shot by a white officer, Darren Wilson, in August 

2014 in Ferguson, Missouri. 

A grand jury declined to indict Wilson, and the U.S. Justice Department opted against civil rights charges. 

Wilson later resigned. 

The death of Brown led to months of sometimes violent protests and became a catalyst for the Black Lives 

Matter movement. 

His family received $1.5 million. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

ERIC GARNER 

Eric Garner, 43, died in July 2014 in New York City after a white officer placed him in a chokehold during an 

arrest for selling loose cigarettes. 

A grand jury declined to indict that officer, or any others involved in the arrest. The Justice Department 

declined to file civil rights charges after a yearslong investigation. 

The city agreed to pay a $6 million civil settlement. 

PAID FOR BY BEVERLY HILLS MD 
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Home / News / U.S. News® / Honolulu agrees to pay $4.7M... 

Honolulu City Council members agreed 
to pay $4.7 million to settle a lawsuit 
that says the Honolulu police officers 
engaged in misconduct ranging from 
racial discrimination to cover-ups by top 
police officials 
March 16, 2016 

Save (,) Comment 0 ® ® 0 

By MARINA STARLEAF RIKER, Associated Press 

HONOLULU (AP) — Honolulu City Council members agreed to pay $4.7 million to settle 

a lawsuit that says the Honolulu Police Department engaged in racial and sexual 

discrimination. 
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The federal lawsuit was filed in 2010, saying that the Honolulu Police Department put 

officers' lives in danger when they were refused backup during nighttime traffic stops. 

The plaintiffs say they faced retaliation after speaking out about racial discrimination, 

and police and city officials hid evidence that would have bolstered their case. 

This settlement comes at a time when the Honolulu Police Department has come 

under scrutiny by lawmakers who are calling for more oversight. In recent years, the 

department has come under fire for problems such as domestic violence and 

excessive use of force. 
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The plaintiffs in the 2010 case are Sgt. Shermon Dowkin and former officers Federico 

Delgadillo Jr. and Cassandra Bennett Huihui. The problems started in 2004 when 

Dowkin, a black officer, was leading the DUI team in Kailua, which included former 

officer Federico Delgadillo, who was Mexican-American. The suit alleges that Dowkin 

found out patrol commanders, who were Asian American and mixed race, had ordered 

other officers not to provide backup for his DUI team. 

After numerous close-calls, Dowkin and Delgadillo filed a complaint in 2008 with the 

police chief, the lawsuit said. The third plaintiff, Huihui, was interviewed about the 

complaint, and he said it was likely the officers were treated that way because of racial 

bias. 
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Huihui said she was retaliated against for speaking up for the other officers. In 2010, 

she was seriously injured when wasn't given backup when entering a bar to confront a 

potentially armed and dangerous felon. 

A second lawsuit was filed by the plaintiffs in 2012 and is included in the $4.7 million 

settlement. The case says that police and city officials tried to cover up the fact that 

the defendants had made racially derogatory remarks, which could have helped the 

plaintiffs' case. 

Victor Bakke, the plaintiffs' attorney, would not comment. 

Lawmakers say the settlement should be a wake-up call to city officials. The $4.7 

million is in addition to over $900,000 the City Council approved to pay for legal fees. 

"It certainly shows that there's a need for more oversight of the police department, and 

when you look at the specific case itself, there's some very disturbing items in there 

that need to be reviewed," said Sen. Will Espero, who introduced a number of police 

reform bills this year. "We need to see if other officers need to be disciplined." 

The settlement could be one of the largest in the Honolulu Police Department's history, 

Espero said. 

The Honolulu Police Department said no one was disciplined for misconduct. Deputy 

Chief Marie McCauley says the allegations do not reflect the values of the department 

and that kind of behavior won't be tolerated. 

Honolulu Mayor Kirk Caldwell said there is no place in the city for racial or gender 

discrimination, and retaliation for speaking up isn't acceptable. 



Written Testimony Submission

Name:_Noah Humphrey___________

Agenda Item:___Lindani Myeni Settlement____

Position on the Matter:____Supportive________

Throw the Bones

Cling to faith, in shadows cast,
To mourn the weight of sorrow’s grasp.

Yet in this pain, I find my might,
As Zulu wisdom guides the night.

The bones must fall in threefold ways,
Before their truth, our hearts can gaze.

A chance to see his children youth to rise, to grow,
To find their strength and care with family in tow

Yet in the court, who has gathered near!?,
Fifty officers, their presence clear.
A show of force to weigh the room,
To overshadow grief’s deep gloom.

Their actions, cold, broke fragile trust,
While hearts that loved still turned to dust.

With their testimony they built a judicial paradise, but built on performative lies,
And still, today we are battling to be heard, where fear is heard, justice cries.

From Honolulu to Zululand, the tears still fall,
As mourners stand, as mourners call.
They seek to honor what’s been lost,

A selfless dream delayed, but at what cost?

To his wife, his children left behind,
May comfort, peace, and grace unwind.

For though his body laid to rest,
Lindani’s spirit never left.

With God as comfort through the pain,
His hope still flows like gentle rain.

He saw a rugby field in Esikhawini, In every tear, in every prayer,
Where dreams take flight, where souls feel free, Lindani’s love is with us there.



Yet the HPD stole that vision away,
Leaving our hearts in disarray.

From uBombo’s heights, he learned to fight,
With no running water, no electric light.

Two miles for each precious jug,
In a world where hope feels like a shrug.

He dreamed of a gym where youth could thrive,
Where strength and discipline would come alive.

But the heavy hand of HPD
Extinguished dreams of what could be.

In every corner, echoes fade,
A community wronged, a price that's paid.

Lindani's dreams, a justice call,
For every child to rise, for all.

The HPD, you've pushed reform aside,
But justice can't be cast or denied.

You cannot heal with hollow grace,
A wound that deep leaves a lasting trace.
And yet, you seek to ease your shame,
But justice delayed, remains the same.

Was the spotlight too bright for you to bear,
Or did you sigh that this crime happened here?

Do you think relief comes with delay,
As if time alone can wash it away?

Even the strongest flower will fall,
And time will wither us, one and all.

But what of those who still stand back,
Who’ve yet to face the simple fact:
A trial delayed is justice denied,

And truth left buried, a nation’s pride.

HPD, reflect on what you’ve done,
This paradise you claim to have won.

If you repeat this brutal tale,
It shows your efforts have all been frail.

Pushing dates, prolonging pain,
Was your showmanship all in vain?



Lindani saw the good in hearts,
And yet you tore his dreams apart.

Justice must heal what’s been destroyed,
Or else you leave hope a hollow void.

Justice:
ubulungiswa

Justice:
ubulungiswa



fr/Pix, wev ,- 6,ort he...(c. a , -cf 
(i
,ho 014,7, . v e.,,Tj cveci be... kj  

,i, ..,,_,,,t,- ) 1,..,,,,Aja-, ,6.14-7.4,0.1
r

e, ill r,/ k fry' A ,_t_,tiAAri .7, _______ 
I ,__ 6  f r. . 9 1, , ern   of, n d am t/L1 ilk, IA. ed M/S0 

74,v, d 

',' ' s r , pa k i-i I, i i) 60-e_ d _ / ei
ll-e , lt f or A i.e.v o,-fa 

ely
1-"K,I.f: / 0 ,/, fl k,  S

bek -heol  u e,s. 
v/ i kii al! e-i-it vt,' (-14e4 

qn.ct We..., 
/ G,  V 4 (V.G1 i  ei 0 - ve  

1. */ I It ',AG, 

et+ 1-too 
II 

/a re net  r, l,' 10 ,• 4113 ,5 4.1 
i/e d • rs"

4.4 

v,/ a < 
'Va g Y. •11, P4 c e 

• il
_

e

); or) and bey ortc/ 
ia+Ay rig () 

0,4 1-
cn a" 0 

h'' 11 1- e, 

el< d Vt./re__ 

0-,  C.. 

J r at, t
of IC riCIS 

A. 1/ GI •[4
O ,y; 

wr  

a~fc.~ded to ca/ 

WrittlZ '')ukirrv;; ,th 

Name: tit Po ,^ 

Add re 

Agenda Item: 

Position on the Matter: to‘vG,- ,-(4 /.1-1€ re,' F r 

/ Pori",  /4 e-vvo,6 4 r1,1 _ 

;.) 61e,441" 4 f / ved hey 
11 r. 0  vo P4,0or...!. ,  7a 1,‘",i-9 / 4/ 6'2_ ---bo 

b K 1-4-7 t API el 
ft, ,0 (, k7e hot ye 

hla ry), "iv 
1„../ti  4 linedi Act
4104,1 C clr.e 

eve- 
k tr if 

Aro j  
itlap,I `•.mac su k in Gu. 0 



ce pti-reset at Pt n Ka-1n 

Fa Ari 17y was Ca 1.4-3 kk In-1-Pue. 

r C4' 04 CO,Orirrli n ca-+' n 

Mt' lo(- n h4. red kk-er 

pt ,  I:1116°r hood. A q 

4-1 PD 4 b ack. nor 

Vct co o n /LC 4-0 kFt),,,,4, 

resp a,l dd l im e..xcessi've 

vg • mct hike 

o rt, 

aCif 
W 14--° v./ y H i c,1Clj Li ol d an; My e rtn nicks. 

4-kt„ b-t; ll,p ltztzed beiot-e. Le.. eve, 
s  Crime .6  4,, Was c5 Pt 04- 4.44 ki lied 

vie 1- ilk M-4 hio . //as a-Aklultit 

b do c 6 c t..ietcs si've 

0 a. 0' l'etAh4 tie.; li b • es cal rover 

6.1 

414- v 

Th. M ch i 
 

lvti‘  dcllr of 

1-C,,Nact Ws--* /tome. j, AiJ o tA? h 

at.e.,1/44 It 

ct  C 

Wkt•, 

.A,C4 

,„LA.1,4 n Th.e. Pira • CA, /1 /4( 

cle 711At- CAI( 41,1 ; 

i.„4.A.L4f . 

.A.d J4-pi) belly cam 
h 

kne.i 

r•-e s
1,14.11_ a II 

y IL, Ai h 

o ten e 
0 

Wa1 Kow,c1, 

14- s44( WL. 

it 010'4 kcal- I 144 
ot • 

41‘41 Color 6+410' st<in . OA Cou rse 

ialld h oe lAktd r-s Veln . 140%407 0/ 6ts -11 1 /4  1; Is.7 12.'ne• 

Ti'i levred at 

fwesn Pt 

OK • 0,t 

Vi orcrict 

Ct.. 14-14r t4 

tv„.4 40 4e4( 

Gate< 4.1 I, de se 

b., ....se cc 

b-e 41.7 'AD 

tt n 1 " 

LAS 

Q tir 

es c. l w.1-t-,  

rte • 4.).e-f 

cA.V cfren 

dames  





Faith Minter
Case of Lindani Myeni
10/22/24

My name is Faith Minter, and I am a concerned friend of the Myeni family. I am testifying on how
the lack of cultural awareness in the Hawaiian police force led to an unjust and untimely death
of Lindani Myeni. I want it to be stated that I support the settlement in the wrongful death
lawsuit.

I was blessed to be able to know Lindani and Lindsay from the start of their beautiful love story. I
had the joy of meeting Lindani in South Africa with Lindsay when they began their relationship.
As well as to get to fly back to South Africa and be a part of their wedding. From the first time I
met Lindani I could see that his joy was infectious. He had such a calming presence, and made
you feel so comfortable when you were around him. He'd befriend anyone, and was so kind.
Being a part of their wedding is one of my fondest memories. Witnessing how much of a loving
community Lindani and Lindsay were in brought such joy to my face. It was beautiful to see so
many people come together to support and love the couple. I was really impressed by how
Lindsay and Lindani had two ceremonies each representing one's own culture and heritage.

That is one thing Lindsay and Lindani did really well in their marriage. They honored one
another and supported the other's culture. When Lindsay was with Lindani in South Africa, she
made Lindani’s home her home and his friends her friends. And it was the same way for Lindani
when they moved to Denver, Colorado where I am from. Lindani put in the effort, even though
moving and crossing cultures is so challenging. I know, because I've lived cross culturally myself
and currently am living overseas in Japan. I'm sure he put just as much effort in when they
moved to Hawaii as well, because that's just who Lindani was. He wasn't afraid of putting in
effort or meeting new people.

This is one of the reasons I felt the need to testify. Watching that heart wrenching police cam
footage and security footage from the incident I could see how a horrible misunderstanding led
to a series of unfortunate events, and ultimately Lindani's murder. I'm not sure why Lindani
decided to enter the home the way he did. Was he trying to make new friends? Did he think it
was a church or temple? Regardless of his intent, you can tell it wasn't malicious by how he took
off his shoes and was trying to have a conversation with the tenants. I think it needs to be
noted that in South Africa culturally you can walk into people's homes freely. They have
such a warm and inviting culture. This isn't strange, scary, or malicious behavior for a South
African.

If the police force had better deescalated the situation and talked with the tenants they would
have seen that nothing was stolen, no one was hurt, and it was not a breaking and entering
situation. They would have heard that he walked into the home and walked out, that's it. A
simple misunderstanding and cultural mishap. Did Lindani simply forget that you can't walk into
other's homes in Hawaii the same way you can in South Africa?



As Lindani was calmly returning to his vehicle he was attacked by the police. They didn't have a
conversation with him. They didn't ask him why he had entered the home. They pointed
flashlights into his eyes and guns in his face. No wonder he defended himself. Who wouldn't in
that situation? Of course you are going to go into a fight, flight, or freeze response which I
believe is what Lindani did.

No amount of retribution can replace a human life or rectify this situation. But I hope that in
order to ensure this type of thing doesn't happen again in the future the police force will undergo
more training. Specifically cultural training. As well as more training in regards to de-escalating
situations and gathering facts before acting. Especially if a human life hangs in the balance. I
believe that if the police had responded more appropriately, deescalated the situation, and
asked questions, this whole situation could have been avoided. Lindani could be at home
raising his children, if both the tenants and the police had more cultural awareness and
understanding. I believe cultural training and awareness needs to be within the police force,
especially in a place with such a cultural melting pot like America. Thank you for hearing my
testimony. Your consideration of these matters is very much appreciated.

Faith Minter
faith.destiny.minter@gmail.com
+81 80626 75493

mailto:faith.destiny.minter@gmail.com


October 23, 2024 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR SETTLEMENT IN THE WRONGFUL DEATH CASE OF LINDANI MYENI 

 

Dear Honolulu City Council Members, 

My husband and I first met Lindani and Lindsay Myeni at the beginning of their relationship when 

they attended our church, Westville Baptist Church, in South Africa.  When the Myeni family 

returned to South Africa, we met again in 2019 during a US Consulate Thanksgiving event in Durban.  

It was there that we reconnected with Lindsay, Lindani and their son Nsizwa.  As a cross-cultural 

family ourselves, we related to their experience of trying to find a home that honoured both their 

cultures and backgrounds.  My husband and I were struck by Lindani’s quiet strength and 

commitment as a loving, active father to his children.  In South Africa, 64 percent of children do not 

reside with their biological fathers. However, Lindani refused to be part of those statistics and was 

consistently and positively present in the lives of his children from the moment they were born.  He 

was a supportive partner to Lindsay and valued his family, culture and faith above all else.  We stayed 

in touch with the Myeni family and were excited for their move back to America, praying that 

Lindsay, Lindani and their children would find a safe place to call home in Hawaii. 

In April 2021, we were horrified to learn that Lindani had been murdered.  Knowing that Lindani was 

a spiritual person of prayer and faith, it was no surprise at all that he was looking for spiritual 

guidance at a temple that night.  Lindani never had the chance to explain this to the police officers, 

but what could have been quickly de-escalated, instead turned into the brutal murder of an innocent 

husband and father, with devastating life-long consequences for his family. 

I have watched my friend Lindsay pick herself up from the ashes and stand strong for Lindani and her 

children.  She has faced never ending hurdles during the past three and a half years, from those who 

wish to silence her and pretend nothing happened.  She has faced these challenges with grace, 

dignity, courage and strength, while also grieving the loss of her husband and embracing the 

everyday challenges that come with single parenting.  

In her recent testimony before the Honolulu City Council, Lindsay said, “The truth will always be the 

truth regardless of disbelief, ignorance or lack of understanding.”  I implore you to consider the truth 

and approve the settlement in the wrongful death case of Lindani Myeni to not only avoid a lengthy 

trial, but more importantly, to bring justice and closure for Lindsay Myeni and her children.  The 

consequences of April 14, 2021 are life-long, but healing and restoration can begin for the Myeni 

family through the settlement and an apology from the police officers who took Lindani’s life.   

  

Sincerely, 

Laura Mbugua-Mwaura 

Email: laurarink90@yahoo.com 

Phone: +27 676772630 

mailto:laurarink90@yahoo.com
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November 5, 2024 
 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF AUTHORIZATION OF SETTLEMENT 
OF L. LINDSAY MYENI V. CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU, ET AL.,  

First Circuit Court, Civil No. 1CCV-21-0000504 
 
Dear Council Members: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony supporting the authorization of 
the reasonable, mutually-negotiated settlement of the above-referenced litigation.  
 
By way of introduction, I am a professional litigation consultant with more than 40 
years of civil litigation practice in Hawai‘i. I’m also a member in good standing of the 
American Society of Trial Consultants (ASTC), the only professional organization for 
trial and litigation consultants in the country, and one of 45 advisors to New York 
University’s Civil Jury Project, the only academic center in the country dedicated to 
studying civil jury trials. I am a dedicated proponent of civil jury trials whenever 
they offer the fairest, most just and expedient resolutions of disputes. 
 
But in my opinion, resolution of the Myeni case through a fairly-negotiated 
settlement in mediation, as opposed to a jury trial, is the optimum outcome for all 
parties, and for the citizens of the City and County of Honolulu. Both parties have 
already conducted exhaustive evidence-gathering and meticulous investigations. 
Both sides were very skillfully represented by highly-experienced attorneys, each of 
whom articulated their clients' arguments professionally and zealously.  
 
The court, guided by statutes enacted by elected officials and by decades of 
precedent, presided over the litigation to prevent any abuses of justice or process, 
and to determine whether key issues in the case met established standards of proof. 
As in every case, the plaintiffs (the Myeni family) had the burden of proving their 
case, while the City and HPD did not have to disprove anything. This is how our 
civil justice system is supposed to work – and it functioned beautifully in this case.  
 
As is customary in this jurisdiction, once both parties completed years of difficult 
and expensive work, and the case was ready for trial, they were required to 
participate in a good-faith mediation. The purpose of every mediation is to try to 
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avoid the huge public expense and effort of a jury trial. Each side understood the 
inherent uncertainty of persuading ten out of twelve jurors on every required 
element, and they recognized that they each faced significant risks of a loss at trial. 
 
The most skilled mediator in our state (indeed, one of the best in the entire country) 
presided impartially over objective analyses of the relative strengths and 
weaknesses of each party's case, lending his perspectives to each party from having 
mediated over 7,000 litigation cases over more than three decades. The mediator’s 
reputation is such that he is virtually universally trusted by attorneys and judges in 
Hawai‘i to offer fair and honest assessments. The mediator engaged each side 
separately, as well as jointly during offer-counteroffer sessions. Both sides arrived 
at a settlement agreement after lengthy negotiations and skilled advocacy.  
 
It is important to realize that this mediated settlement agreement included no 
admission of guilt or wrongdoing by the City, HPD, or any individuals. Both 
sides completed the mediation process with humbled resignation, with the 
defendants agreeing to pay more than they had wished to pay, and the plaintiffs 
being awarded substantially less than the amount they felt entitled to. In other 
words, it was a "perfect" mediation: each side left disappointed, but relieved. 
 
It is not the City Council's role to make any determinations or to be influenced by 
any issues regarding facts or liability; those issues have already been closely 
analyzed by skilled professionals, who have negotiated what should be considered a 
binding contract. I urge the Council to respect and honor the outcome of this 
careful, conscientious, and wholly-lawful mediation process. I urge you to 
promptly authorize payment of the agreed-upon settlement. The alternative is 
to risk a major loss at trial for the City, followed by yet more years of expensive 
appellate fees, or a “win” at trial that will also continue to accrue costs and fees 
during an inevitable appeal. Neither option is in the best interest of the Council, 
HPD, or the City – especially not the consequence of a worldwide resurgence of the 
negative press coverage that occurred shortly after Mr. Myeni’s death by HPD 
gunfire. 
 
Please do not be distracted from understanding the realistic posture of this case by 
the brazen show-of-force at Honolulu Hale by numerous uniformed police officers 
displaying sidearms at a public meeting, or by a prosecuting attorney's indignant 
tirade on behalf of HPD in a forum where he had no legitimate “official” voice or role 
(his role being limited to the prosecution of criminal cases, which this was not). 
Blatantly political grandstanding must not be permitted to influence the Council in 
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its deliberations over disbursement of settlement proceeds in a case such as this, 
where a completely lawful and eminently reasonable resolution already has been 
negotiated by both parties. 

Very truly yours, 

Kenneth A. Cribbs 
 Director/CEO 

KAC:/htp 



Testimony on Behalf of Lindsay Myeni 
Widow and Mother of 2 Small Children 

 

Settlement Hearing - Nov. 7, 2024 
 
 
My name is Katherine Ching. 
 
When I was asked if I could support the Myeni family by attending this settlement hearing, I 
thought to brief myself with the event as I was not aware of Lindani’s unfortunate death. I don’t 
usually listen or watch the mainstream media. I only found out when a pending settlement case 
was mentioned to me by Lindsay.  I’m here this morning to support my friend and sister in Christ, 
Lindsay Myeni. I met Lindsay and her children when she visited Streams of Life Fellowship where 
we attend their Sunday services. I only met her a couple of months ago and felt a connection right 
away. 
 
As I watched the Instagram post showing the actual account, my heart was broken watching and 
hearing the words from the police officer who allegedly shot him. It was very dark and so are the 
officers’ uniforms so they possibly blended in the darkness.  If Lindani entered a residence 
thinking he was at a place where he thought he was going for some kind of service only to be 
confronted with a woman who I could tell was alarmed and afraid, he must have left peacefully 
but very confused. I also understand that he was afflicted with a CTE, degenerative brain disease 
so who knows what his mental condition was? 
 
From that peaceful, confused mental condition to suddenly be yelled at by voices outside in the 
dark with a maglite shining in his face which blinded him and only to be accosted by these officers 
who did not identify themselves until after they shot him, Lindani possibly took the position of 
protecting his life from these aggressive attackers. To hear the officer admit on the camcorder 
“yea, f-en punk” after asked if he was okay and “F, I couldn’t see braddah.” The officer again said, 
“I couldn’t see where he was.” Then why pull the trigger? Lindani was not even armed! 
 
I ask all of you to reflect on this possibility. What if one of your patrol officer friend had the same 
mental condition as Lindani, got into a similar situation on his day off, dressed in street clothes, 
not in uniform and you shot him without identifying yourself. Would you repeat the same words 
as that officer did…”yea, f-en punk?” - only to find out later, that you shot and killed a close patrol 
friend or partner. Would your heart be different toward this scenario than to Lindani’s? If so, why? 
They were both human beings, husbands and fathers. I leave you with this Scripture to reflect on.  
 
Deuteronomy 27:19 
“Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.’ 
And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+27%3A19&version=ESV


Bridget Morgan-Bickerton Testimony in Support of Settlement  

Between Lindsay Myeni and City and County of Honolulu 

 

My name is Bridget Morgan-Bickerton; I represent Lindsay Myeni and her children.  

While I have spent three-and-a-half years reviewing body cam videos, interviewing witnesses, 

reading expert reports, and building our case for trial, I have, more importantly, spent three-and-

a-half years getting to know Lindsay and her two wonderful children. I have also sat in a room 

with Officer Sylvester for hours, on two separate occasions – once for Lindsay’s deposition and 

once for his own. One thing I can assure you that they both have in common, is that they are both 

human beings.  

It will not serve the Council for me to repeat all of the facts that I know you have 

reviewed with Corporation Counsel.  Instead, I want to urge you to view the decision you must 

make on this settlement, from the perspective of a human being. Whether that human being be 

Lindsay, one of her children, Officer Orosco, or Officer Sylvester, I ask you to really think about 

the impact a trial in this case and the lack of closure voting down the settlement will have on 

whichever human being you choose to envision having to go through that trial.  Neither Officer 

Orosco nor Officer Sylvester is HPD.  Even if you are inclined to vote to reject the settlement 

because you believe HPD should be able to defend itself at trial, it is not really HPD defending 

itself; it will be these individual, human officers (and their families) who will be defending 

themselves, have their lives exposed, and very possibly facing judgments against them.  

I also urge you to imagine for a moment that Lindsay was your cousin, your niece, or 

even your hanai granddaughter.  Would you want her to have some sort of closure, for her 

children to have some sort of financial security, because they will never be able to experience 

growing up with their father? 

I urge you to think about your decision in this way, from the perspective of a human 

being, because I firmly believe that it’s this shared mentality that makes Hawai‘i special.  That 

makes it different from every square inch and corner of the continent.  This shared mentality is 

so much part of the fabric of our State that it has been codified into Hawai‘i law.  

Hawai‘i Revised Statutes §5-7.5 isn’t cited very often, but it should be cited more.  It’s 

the Aloha Spirit law  

(a) "Aloha Spirit" is the coordination of mind and heart within each person. It brings 

each person to the self. Each person must think and emote good feelings to others. 

In the contemplation and presence of the life force, "Aloha", the following unuhi 

laula loa may be used: 

"Akahai", meaning kindness to be expressed with tenderness; 

"Lokahi", meaning unity, to be expressed with harmony; 

"Oluolu", meaning agreeable, to be expressed with pleasantness; 

"Haahaa", meaning humility, to be expressed with modesty; 



"Ahonui", meaning patience, to be expressed with perseverance. 

These are traits of character that express the charm, warmth and sincerity of 

Hawaii's people. It was the working philosophy of native Hawaiians and was 

presented as a gift to the people of Hawaii. "Aloha" is more than a word of greeting 

or farewell or a salutation. "Aloha" means mutual regard and affection and extends 

warmth in caring with no obligation in return. "Aloha" is the essence of 

relationships in which each person is important to every other person for 

collective existence. "Aloha" means to hear what is not said, to see what cannot be 

seen and to know the unknowable. 

(b) In exercising their power on behalf of the people and in fulfillment of 

their responsibilities, obligations and service to the people, the legislature, 

governor, lieutenant governor, executive officers of each department, the chief 

justice, associate justices, and judges of the appellate, circuit, and district courts 

may contemplate and reside with the life force and give consideration to the "Aloha 

Spirit". [L 1986, c 202, §1] 

Emphasis added. 

 

I humbly urge you to vote with the Aloha Spirit.    

 

  



Submission for a lawsuit: L Lindsay Myeni vs City and County of Honolulu 

To: City and County of Honolulu  

c/o Bickerton Law Group, LLLP 

 

1. Purpose of the submission 

The purpose of this submission is to present a family’s plea to the City and County of Honolulu 
to do justice in the case between City Council and Myeni Family by honoring the settlement 
agreement that was reached during the settlement conference between the lawyers of both 
the Plaintiff (L Lindsay Myeni) and the Defendant (City and County of Honolulu), in the 
presence of the delegated presiding officer. 

2. Background and Discussion 

 
2.1 Mr Lindani Sanele Myeni, who was a grandson, son, brother, uncle, cousin, husband and 

a father, was brutally killed in an incident that took place on the 14th of April 2021. The 
matter is at your disposal; therefore, it is not necessary to discuss more of background 
information relating to the date of the event. 

2.2 At an early age, he joined the Scouts Movement. As a teenager, he developed love for 
sports. He became a rugby player. As he progressed in teenage hood, he was involved in 
community and youth development. His love for sports and community, kindled a desire 
for initiating two projects: 1. To construct a rugby field for the youth of Esikhawini 
Township (South Africa). 2. To bring water to the community of Obonjeni (South Africa), 
through designing and installing a water supply system. 

2.3 When he met Lindsay and planned to have a family. They had a dream of raising their kids 
across South Africa and America. As the family, we were happy to see him becoming more 
matured and dream focused (focusing on his two projects and his commitment to his 
marriage and raising kids). Eventually, they moved to America. As the family we knew that 
he would focus on pursuing his dreams, and those of his family (raising kids with the best 
family values). 

2.4 On the 14th of April 2021, his life and his dreams were cut-off when he was shot and killed 
by Honolulu police officers. This brought about change in the life of his family, his wife and 
kids.  

2.5 Effective from 2021, after his killing to date, November 2024, a series of events relating to 
the lawsuit for his wrongful death have been held.  
 

2.5.1  Criminal Case: 

Looking at the organogram of the City and County of Honolulu, it makes one question the integrity 
of the presiding officer (the Prosecutor), who happens to be part of the City and County of 
Honolulu. The police officers, work for the same employer as him. We therefore feel that it was 
for that reason that he acquitted his fellow employees and did not see them as transgressors. 

2.5.2 Civil Case: 

A civil lawsuit for Lindani’s wrongful killing by the City and County of Honolulu police 

officials was filed. As the family, we have been updated of the developments on the 



case. We have been updated on what transpired from different events/ time intervals, 

such as mediation, after mediation and council meeting. 

 

2.5.2.1 Mediation 

2.5.2.1.1 One of the events was the mediation conference whereby it was settled that the 
matter will not go for trial, but a settlement is reached to compensate the Myeni 
family (Lindani’s wife and two kids), for his wrongful death at the hands of the 
police officers. 

2.5.2.1.2 Though a settlement would not bring our family member back, but we were at 
least consoled that Lindani’s wife and kids can move on with their lives without a 
hanging unresolved matter and that at least some kind of consolation that justice 
was done for the wrongful death of our loved one would have been served. 

2.5.2.1.3 This was further consoling that Lindsay will at least have something that she can 
use to fend for her kids in the absence of their father. With her on her own, with a 
single insufficient income as opposed to double family income, the 
compensation would have made a difference in their lives. 

2.5.2.1.4 After extremely strenuous and depressing events, when Lindsay and all of us were 
trying to move on, putting behind the stresses the case has brought in our lives, 
the two once more heart-breaking instances occurred: 

• Intention and /or decision to reduce by a certain percentage the settlement amount 
as arrived to at the mediation conference. 

• A complete spin from the settlement to the council wanting to vote over what was 
already discussed at the mediation conference. 

2.5.2.1.5 The first act (1st bullet above) left us astonished as to what does mediation means 
and how is it done in Honolulu as different from what we know and have seen in 
our experiences. 

2.5.2.1.6 The second act (2nd bullet above), displays some level of total dishonesty, playing 
mind games and being inconsiderate of our emotions, Lindani’s wife’s health, his 
kids’ future and our trust on the Honolulu’s authority’s decision making and 
application of the law. 

2.5.2.1.7 The second act is accompanied by a very disturbing act which leaves one totally 
appalled by the police officers’ continued behaviour and senior authorities in the 
City and County of Honolulu. Refer to Annexure A, for the summary of the family’s 
interpretation of continued police behaviour. 

2.5.2.1.8 Knowing and having lived with Lindani from birth to his adult age, as the family this 
is what we make of what led to Him retaliating to the police officers’ behaviour on 
the day of the incident which led to Lindani’s demise: 

• Police officers did not announce to identify themselves as police before shooting and 
firing at Lindani. 

• Police officer, Mr Garrick Orosco was aggressive and disrespectful in his demand for 
Lindani to get on the ground (having failed to announce himself as a police officer, 
ordering him to get on the ground). 

• Shining a bright light on Lindani without announcing that they were police officers. 
• Using a taser on him without announcing themselves that they were police officers. 
• Shooting him without announcing themselves as police officers, only announcing 

themselves after shooting him. 



2.5.2.1.9 Having raised Lindani, lived with him and observed him interacting with other 
people (family, friends, different authorities, etc), we are confident and convinced 
that had standard of care required of police officials been applied such as 
announcing themselves to be police and not aggressively yelling at him like 
izigebengu (assailants) and causing him to fear would have not resulted to him 
retaliating. 

2.5.2.1.10 We deem this retaliatory act as a way of self-defense to strangers and his 
attackers who unfortunately happened to be police officers who acted negligently 
in their call of duty. We believe that alongside a legal duty to serve and protect the 
community, police officers also have a moral obligation to respect and treat cases 
with honesty and due diligence. We feel that due diligence was not done in this 
case, this is evident from the way how quick it was for the police officers to shoot 
and kill an unarmed man.  

2.5.2.1.11 We are convinced as the family that: 
• The police officers’ acts and behaviour led to Lindani being blinded by the shining light, 

which was directed to him. He did not know who was shining the light on him. 
• While puzzled, he saw a barrel of a gun of a man who was aggressively ordering him to get 

on the ground. 
• With his knowledge on how people are high-jacked their cars or attacked by assailants, 

we are convinced that he possibly thought that that was one of the robbers. The 
aggressive behaviour of the man suggested that he was coming to attack him. 

• His safety was compromised, he could either fight or flight. Fleeing could have resulted 
to him shot from the back, the only option he was left with was to fight his attacker or 
attackers. This was done purely in self-defense. As far as we know, there is no law against 
self-defense when someone is in danger.  

2.5.2.1.12 We acknowledge the fact that police officers have some level of qualified or 
conditional privilege. For that reason, we appreciate the police department’s 
provision of body cams to police officers. It is worry some for us to note the 
response that the body cam for the first officer was not turned on. We are however 
grateful for the doorbell camera which sheds light on what happened on the night 
our loved one was killed.  

2.5.2.1.13 Our concerns as the family are that: 
• As far as we re-call, Lindani did not receive training on policing, which involves “dealing 

with a criminal suspect”.  
• The police officers, involved in his shooting and killing are trained police with years of 

experience. It leaves much to be desired of how they are trained to deal with unarmed 
suspects. 

• On account of a 911 conversation between a caller and 911 official, it was clear from the 
caller’s response that the man identified himself as Lindani from South Africa. Further to 
that he was not armed.  

• When leaving the property where the incident took place, he apologized and said, “I’m 
sorry”. Where on earth has a burglar speak peacefully and tell people who he was. Where 
on earth has a violent man apologized for any inconvenience felt by other people.  

• Where on earth has a burglar behaved in a most respectful manner, like Lindani behaved 
prior to him brutally disrespected by an unknown man who was flashing him with a 
blinding light and demanding him to get on the floor? 



2.5.2.1.14 Police Body Cameras: A report by Civil Beat Newsroom, 24 May 2021 presented 
a report titled: Honolulu Police Don’t Always Turn on Their Body Cams. That Needs 
to Change, Commissioners Say. The paragraph below presents the findings as 
captured by Civil Beat Newsroom:   

“Missing footage can have critical implications for examinations of police violence, potential 
police misconduct and criminal cases in general. When the police commission receives 
complaints from the public about an officer, body camera footage is a major factor in the 
group’s recommendations about officer discipline, according to Commissioner Michael 
Broderick. “In those cases where the camera was turned on, it’s almost always determinative 
of what we decide,” the former family court judge said during a March meeting. “In other 
words, the camera gives us exactly what we needed to know.” In the recent shooting of 
Lindani Myeni, a South African father of two, one of the three responding officers failed to turn 
his camera on, HPD said. Although footage exists from the other two officers, the unrecorded 
interaction between that one police officer and Myeni leaves many questions 
unanswered, said Jacquie Esser, a public defender. “That officer seems like he’s key to what 
was being said, what was going on between them, because it appears that he’s the first officer 
on the scene,” she said. “It’s frustrating. “And when officers fail to activate their cameras, 
judges and juries have to decide whose story they believe – the police or the defendant – 
without being able to see the encounter for themselves. Esser said missing footage puts her 
clients at a disadvantage. “The public has a hard time, unless they see it, believing that police 
officers lie or get things wrong,” she said.  

2.5.2.1.15 It is said that the police body camera for the first police officer was not switched 
on. Citing the words of Commissioners, we believe that had the first officer’s body 
cam been turned on, even those who think that Lindani was a transgressor would 
have realized that he was not. Judging from his engagement with the first officer, 
everybody would have realized that he was innocent. As it is said in the last lines 
of the above paragraph, “And when officers fail to activate their cameras, judges 
and juries have to decide whose story they believe – the police or the defendant – 
without being able to see the encounter for themselves.” What is described in this 
paragraph, is exactly how the Prosecutor decided on the Criminal case. He 
continues to give the same judgement even in the civil case. Surely, had Lindani 
been alive, or would the first officer’s body cam turned on, we would have heard 
another version to the police claims. As Lindani’s family we see this as negligence 
on the side of the police and a contributing factor in us wanting to know how the 
first officer approached Lindani. 

2.5.2.1.16 We believe that it is human nature to blame others for ones’ faults or negligence. 
It is human nature not to admit one’s wrong and to try to run away from 
responsibility and accountability. This is evident of the police officers and the 
authorities who are backing them in this case. It is a pity that Lindani is no more 
to give his side of the story. All that we can rely on are 911 recording, doorbell 
video, glimpse from police body cam, previous case studies where possible, 
character witnessing by people who knew Lindani, specialists’ analysis of 
different occurrences and phenomenon pertaining this case or any other valuable 
evidence that may be available. 

 

https://www.civilbeat.org/2021/04/widow-of-lindani-myeni-sues-honolulu-police-for-wrongful-death/
https://www.civilbeat.org/2021/04/widow-of-lindani-myeni-sues-honolulu-police-for-wrongful-death/


City and County of Honolulu Council Meeting: 09 October 

2024 

 

The officers’ behaviour as articulated above, somehow confirms what other Oahu, Honolulu 
citizens say about their experiences with other police officers in the city. One of the very 
saddening claims or experiences are presented on reddit/Hawaii on the internet. Someone 
took it to this website to write: “Hard to respect police in Hawaii. Other people respond to also 
give their unpleasant experiences with Hawaiian police officers. This does not suggest that 
Lindani was disrespectful of police, but it is one of the arguments that somehow it seems to be 
a norm for police’ disregard of other people’s dignity even if they are suspects and not 
confirmed to be criminals or not. 

It is a fact that countries’ laws differ on some areas of operation. For example, as lay people, 
we know Prosecutors in our country to be members of the Judiciary and Mayors to be political 
figures. In our context, we wouldn’t expect a prosecutor to attend the city council’s meeting 
where a case which he already presided on at a criminal hearing was discussed and the 
transgressors were acquitted. Our understanding is that the case is investigated as a civil case. 
We do not know if it was proper for a prosecutor who presided on a criminal case to be part of 
the civil case hearing. Won’t this influence decisions taken in a civil case. How confident 
should we be on the civil case proceedings that they are free from criminal case subjectivity. 
As alluded earlier, probably this is allowed in Hawaiian state law. 

The City and County of Honolulu is torn in between: some officials agree that the police officers 
were at fault, while others pretend no to see that officials were at fault. 

The Prosecutor is trying to bring an issue of Lindani to have been diagnosed with chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy, which according to him (the prosecutor) explains Lindani’s 
behaviour. The behaviour he is talking about is subject to question because we have not heard 
of the 911 caller’s full testimony. Bringing forward the issue of encephalopathy does not 
justifies killing of an unarmed man by three armed, trained and experienced police officers. 
They should have known better how to deal with the situation without using force. 

 

2.5.2.2  City and County of Honolulu Council Meeting: 07 November 2024 

We, therefore, plead with whoever that is in power to decide the plight of this case to do that with 
careful honesty and consideration of the poor souls here, Lindani’s kids who will grow up and 
learn about how their father’s death case was handled. If we fail to do justice in our respective 
roles, for Lindani’s family, mostly his wife and kids, history will judge us. It will be too late to make 
amends when history passes its judgement.  

2.11 We, therefore, tender our plea to the City and County of Honolulu not to deviate 
from settlement resolution reached at the mediation conference where both parties were 
legally represented in the presence of a legally authorized preceding officer. 

 

3. Implications 



3.1The decision by the City and County of Honolulu to “review” or vote for the mediation 
conference’s outcome already has a causal effect in Lindani’s family to re-live the pain  we 
were trying to heal from.  

3.2 Should the City and County of Honolulu go ahead with voting, and should they vote 
against the settlement agreement that was reached during the mediation conference, 
that will imply that:  

3.2.1 For Lindsay it would imply that: 

3.2.1.1 as the widowed wife and a single mother of two will have to go back to the 
excruciating emotional pain of seeking justice for her husband’s wrongful killing. 

3.2.1.2 she will have to go through another, even more stressful process of litigation 
through the trial. 

3.2.1.3 instead of her giving full attention to her fatherless kids, she will have divided 
attention between seeking justice for their father’s killing and caring, guiding, 
supporting and fending for their survival. 

3.2.1.4 she will relive the most painful and traumatic experience of seeing that if one is 
backed by authorities, it is easy for them to get away with the wrong that they have 
done (this is with direct reference to the police officers who are backed by figures 
of influence within the city and the county of Honolulu). 

3.2.1.4 her life will regress to stagnation, instead of her healing and finding a way to close 
the most traumatic and rough patch of her husband’s killing. 

3.2.1.5 she is likely to lose trust on Honolulu’s law system. 

 

3.2.2 For Lindani’s kids it would imply that: 

3.2.2.1 they will grow up without their father’s love, care and guidance with much strain 
on their mother. Whatever that their father was going to provide for them (as 
already known by their mother), would be difficult to get. 

3.2.2.2 there is a likelihood that when they grow up and learn about how justice was not 
served for their father’s gruesome killing, they might develop anger, distrust and 
hatred against police officers. That may result to psychological and emotional 
wounded kids, young adults and adults in their lives later.   

 

3.2.3 For Lindani’s whole family: 

3.2.3.1 already hearing Lindani’s kids talking about their father and seeing how they 
understand they father’s demise as they gradually psychologically mature, is 
painful and heart-breaking. Should the City and County of Honolulu fail revert 
back to the settlement reached during the mediation conference, it will mean that 
the family has to continue feeling and watching Lindani’s kids failed by the state 
of Hawaii in serving justice for their father after his gruesome killing. 



3.2.3.2 it will mean that the family must see Lindsay unfairly treated by those who are in 
authority in the City and County of Honululu. Furthermore, the family will re-live 
the pain they were gradually healing from and with promised settlement, they 
were beginning to cross-over the rough patch and beginning to look at Honolulu’s 
justice system as fair. All those hopes will be shuttered again.  

3.2.3.3 it would mean that the ends of the justice system in Honululu fail the less 
privileged and backs those whom it is within their means to protect their 
employees even if they were wrong. 

3.2.3.3 The family lost its matriac, Lindani’s grandmother through a stroke as she got 
sicker after Lindani’s demise. How many more people will suffer and get sick 
when this case gets delayed? Are  we yet going to lose more  people? 

 

4. Recommendations 
It is recommended that the City and County of Honolulu: 

4.1 Implement the initial settlement arrangements as was the resolution reached not to go to 
trial. This was a way forward reached during mediation settlement before the City and 
County of Honolulu coming with a percentage cut on the settlement. 

4.2 Put the best interests of Lindani’s wife and kids who are left without the second income 
and thus compromising the kids’ upbringing and support they will need from their mother. 

4.3 Consider seeking and training the police officers on effectively without any dreadful harm 
and death, handle situations like that one of 14 April 2021, on the night Lindani was killed. 

4.4 If possible, police officers who were involved in gruesome killing of Lindani apologize to 
his family, especially his widowed wife and kids. This will somehow assist in helping 
Lindani’s family find closure after all these incidents. On condition that apology is genuine 
and not felt like coerced. 

 

Presented by Lindani Sanele Myeni’s family 

(electromic signature) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Signed by BS Nhleko – Lindani’s grand-aunt (on behalf of the family) 

 

 

Source of some information: 
https://www.civilbeat.org/2021/05/hpd-officers-wear-body-cameras-but-they-dont-
always-turn-them-on/ 

 

 

 

Annexure A 



 

Figure 1 

This photo was taken on the 09th of October 2024 during the sitting where City and County 
officials were vocal on how unequivocally rally behind police officers who gruesomely shot 
and killed an innocent unarmed man. It was at this sitting where the officials once more 
justified the shooting of our loved one, Lindani. 

Looking at this picture, which only shows the fraction of police who showed-up at this hearing 
(the video shows more police who filled the room) we wonder why so many men in blue, stand 
behind one poor young widow who is going through trauma of re-living the loss of her 
husband. This long line of police officers behind her, simply says to us “we are here to make 
a statement that we rally behind our colleagues, nothing will ever change what they did. We 
could have done the same, feel us we are here, there’s nothing you, tiny little widow can do.” 

This is honestly a continuous disregard of other people’s feelings by police officers. Even if 
they are rallying behind their co-workers, there was no need for them to put more trauma and 
fear on the poor soul, Lindsay. This act left us bewildered with thoughts that Honolulu Police 
Officers take the shooting and death of our loved one at the hands of their co-police officers 



as one of the statistics that has gone down to their books and has no emotional meaning for 
them. Sympathy and remorse seem to be the least of their re-action.  

 

  

 

 

Figure 1          Figure 2 

 



This is Lindani Myeni’s family. The photo was taken on the 25th of December 2022. Seen in the 
photo are Lindani’s grand-aunts, uncles, aunts, cousins, wife and kids. 

There are two people who are not part of this photo and that is heart-breaking, it is Lindani 
and his grandmother. Lindani’s grandmother passed away few months before this photo was 
taken during Christmas of 2023. She passed away after suffering a stroke from depression 
after Lindani’s killing by police officers in Honolulu. She was very close to Lindani. She would 
cry and ask, “what had my grandson done to be gruesomely killed, the way he was killed.” 

Lindani belonged to this loving, caring and supporting family. His love for the family, sense of 
humor and cheerful voice will forever be missed. This photo resembles who Lindani was. A 
harmless and family oriented young man. 

 

Annexure C 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Seen here is a complete family unit, loving and enjoying each other’s company. A 
young couple, hopeful of a brighter future and raising their kids together. 

 



    

Figure 2: This is a new picture after the beautiful thing that is shown on figure 1 was short 
lived. What makes it worse is the cause of the father’s absences in this family’s life. He is 
absent because Honolulu police officers killed him. This gruesome act left Lindani’s wife with 
a difficult responsibility of raising two young kids, single handed. This is a very traumatic and 
stressful situation not wished on anyone. 

 



 

 
 

November 6, 2024 
 

The Honorable Tommy Waters 
Council Chair & Presiding Officer 
Honolulu City Council 
Honolulu Hale 
530 South King Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 

Subject: Request for Authorization to Settle a Case Against the City and County of Honolulu 
Entitled L. Lindsay Myeni V. City and County of Honolulu Et. Al., Civil No. 1CCV-21-0000504 (Cir 
Ct.)      

 
I am in OPPOSITION to settle the case between L. Lindsay Myeni and the City and County. Our Honolulu 
Police Department (HPD) Officers were doing their job during the interaction with Myeni and acted in 
the best interest of the department to maintain public safety. 
 
The $1.5 million payout is unfair to the public, and a waste of taxpayer money, when that funding could 
be used to support other much needed City Projects or maintenance. The pay out is also unfair for our 
HPD officers, who are stretched thin doing the publics work, only to get hit with a hefty lawsuit for 
upholding the law, also thereby discouraging them to do their work.  
 
For these reasons, I am in strong OPPOSITION to the settlement. Thank you for your attention and the 
opportunity to testify.  
 
Sincerely, 

  
Senator Kurt Fevella  
State of Hawai‘i, District 20 
------------------------------------------------------ 
State Capitol, Room 231 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 
Phone: (808) 586-6360 
Fax: (808) 586-6361 
senfevella@capitol.hawaii.gov  

The Senate 
Ka ‘Aha Kenekoa 

 
S T A T E  C A P I T O L  

H O N O L U L U ,  H A W A I ‘ I   9 6 8 1 3  

mailto:senfevella@capitol.hawaii.gov


 

 

November 7, 2024 - Selected Agenda Item: EMLACR-281 
 

REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO SETTLE A CASE AGAINST THE CITY AND 
COUNTY OF HONOLULU ENTITLED L. LINDSAY MYENI V. CITY AND COUNTY OF 

HONOLULU ET AL., CIVIL NO. 1CCV-21-0000504 (CIR. CT.) 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My name is Jennifer Campbell Lam. I am from Marin County, California. Presently, I am 
pursuing my Master of Business Administration and Master of Public Health (MBA/MPH) at the 
University of California, Berkeley. From 2012 to 2016, after graduating from UC Berkeley as an 
undergraduate in 2011, I served as an Intelligence Officer in the United States Air Force in 
Korea, Afghanistan, and Hawaii. Since 2016, I have been a Clinical Specialist and Manager at 
Fortune 500 medical device companies within the neurosurgery field. 
 
I met Lindsay in 2014 on her home island of Oahu, where I was stationed in the Air Force. We 
saw each other weekly at our friend Phil’s barbecue, and her best friend Ashley was also my best 
friend, so we all became close. We were so excited when Lindsay went on a mission and found 
love in South Africa with Lindani Myeni. She hadn’t found a nice guy before, so we were 
thrilled when they had such a genuine, beautiful connection—they were madly in love. Over the 
years, they had two beautiful children, and Lindsay promised Lindani that he would be safe from 
the racism he had seen on the news in the United States, so they settled down on Oahu. 
 
Lindani was truly one of the most gentle and kind people I have ever met. His tone of voice was 
so smooth, and he was always kind, calm, and composed. Just as he was when he was 
apologizing to the woman and putting his shoes back on at the unmarked Airbnb (which wasn’t 
even her residence), who called the police on him that fateful night of April 14. He was so good 
with Nandi and Nsizwa, his beloved children. Their laughter enjoyed together as a family was so 
pure and heartwarming. 
 
I remained good friends with the couple over the years. At the end of March 2021, I was at 
Lindani and Lindsay’s house visiting them in Honolulu from San Francisco. Lindsay was 
expressing true gratitude and delight about how lucky she was to have such an amazing husband 
who was an outstanding and loving father. She said she does not know how single mothers do it 
and that her worst nightmare would be anything hurting her children or losing her husband. It 
was devastating that, just three weeks later, she did lose her husband. Her worst nightmare that 
she had voiced just weeks before actually came true. 
 
I was shocked and devastated when I first heard the news that Lindani had been shot and killed 
after a reported robbery. After the body cam and doorbell footage came out, I was horrified to 
see that no robbery had been reported at all. This was just a fictitious justification to cover up the 
use of violence in a situation that called for none. When Lindani was heard apologizing to the 
woman who made the 911 call, she even acknowledged he was doing so. Only after the police 
were there did she then accuse him of trying to steal a car, as he was a Black man trying to get to 
his own vehicle in his own neighborhood. The Honolulu police ambushed Lindani when they 
came upon him, failing to announce themselves at night. This failure to identify as law 



 

 

enforcement prior to the use of lethal force stripped Lindani of his life and his Fourteenth 
Amendment due process rights. 
 
Further, I have studied the neuroscience behind the fight-or-flight response during encounters 
with law enforcement specifically. In an unannounced, high-stress encounter, the amygdala 
perceives an immediate threat, triggering the hypothalamus to activate the sympathetic nervous 
system and flood the body with adrenaline and cortisol, forcing the brain into an automatic fight-
or-flight response. This reaction shuts down the prefrontal cortex—the center for rational 
thought—leaving only instinctual defense as the individual attempts to protect themselves from 
what feels like an imminent attack. This intense response is driven by survival mechanisms 
within the amygdala and hypothalamus. Despite the possibility of this fight-or-flight response 
occurring, Lindani was still able to ask “who are you?” twice, and the police failed to respond 
until he was already fatally shot. 
 
After Lindani’s death, I attended law school at the University of San Francisco in 2022, hoping 
to learn more about serving justice. I left law school and moved on to UC Berkeley, School of 
Business & Public Health. 
 
I was a Mission Operations Commander over Afghanistan from 2013 to 2014 and killed six 
enemies in action during Operation Enduring Freedom. I know the difficult feeling of taking a 
life when it is sanctioned by the government. It makes it no easier, and it is hard for me not to 
think about the children I left fatherless in Afghanistan. That’s what breaks my heart the most. 
I’m sure these officers face that same difficulty in this case. I counterbalance my guilt by 
acknowledging the number of Afghan people and military members, as well as United States 
troops, I protected. I truly empathize with those who have made mistakes on duty and am 
grateful I’ve been diligent in following operational checklists and rules of engagement which 
have helped me to avoid unintended catastrophes. In this case, the officers failed to execute their 
job properly and did not follow essential protocols in place to prevent these disasters. 
Unfortunately, the gross negligence of the officers in this situation resulted in the loss of my dear 
friend—an amazing father, a loving husband, son, and brother, an amazing singer, and a peaceful 
light to this world. 
 
Please contact me at Jennifer_Lam@Berkeley.edu or 415-987-3856 with any questions. 
 
With utmost sincerity, 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Campbell Lam 
MBA/MPH Candidate ‘26 
Haas School of Business & Public Health 
University of California, Berkeley 
Former First Lieutenant, United States Air Force  
Jennifer_Lam@Berkeley.edu 
Personal Cell 415-987-3856 



Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the committee,  

Thank you for taking the time to listen to the public on this important matter. Lindani Sanele Myeni 

should be alive today. I was a resident of Kaimuki and a student at University of Hawaii when Lindani was 

killed. I was deeply affected by this loss that took place shortly after another devastating loss by the 

police killing of Iremamber Sykap.  

Two of my children were born on Oahu. Their father is a 27 year Air Force veteran and former military 

police who was stationed at Hickam AFB at one point in his career. I currently work in environmental 

protection and spent half of the past year assisting with wildfire recovery on Maui. None of that should 

matter but in our society we often need to be seen as “good” or “normal” people to be taken seriously.  

I am respectfully asking the Council to approve the settlement for the wrongful death of Lindani Myeni. I 

also ask the City to remove any reference to a burglary in official records related to Lindani Myeni. The 

911 caller never mentioned a burglary. Lindani arrived at a multifamily vacation rental with many cars in 

the driveway. Who would break into a property that appeared to be full of people? This property looked 

uncannily similar to the mansion next door that serves as a temple that is open to the public. Same 

circular drive and overhang. It’s completely possible that Lindani was confused and thought he was at 

the public temple.  

Lindani removed his shoes before entering as is custom in Hawaii and in South Africa. What kind of 

burglar does that? A tourist, not the home owner, called the police. She reported Lindani gave his real 

name and said he was from South Africa. She said Lindani had no weapons and made no threats. The 

responding officers knew he was unarmed.  

Lindani was only inside the entry way for a few minutes and left apologizing. These are facts, all recorded 

on security cameras. The police had NO reason to ambush Lindani in the dark with guns drawn as he was 

getting in his car to leave. Despite the prosecutor’s assertations, the police could not see, Lindani 

couldn’t see and Lindani had a right to defend himself. This is made clear in this video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xQH34T2Ojk 

I’m sure all of these facts and more were part of the reason the council originally voted to settle. It 

seems the Prosecutor, Mayor, and Police Chief now want the case to go to trial to avoid looking like they 

are condemning the officers. Chief Logan himself stated he would rather lose the case at trial than settle. 

It appears all elected officials are now weighing their decision based on optics and political fallout versus 

the actual merits of the case. If it goes to trial I’m confident a jury will award damages, possibly much 

higher than 1.5M. In my opinion that is a huge waste of resources just to make a precedent example out 

of one individual. Does Lindani’s race play a role in that calculation? It seems that way. For your 

consideration about the wider public perception and reputation of Hawaii in this case I am including a 

large number of articles, including from the international press.  

Thank you for considering my testimony,  

Georgia Thompson 

96816 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xQH34T2Ojk


Louis Herman[Type here] Lindani Myeni Testimony 11/6/24 

Aloha folks, Mahalo nui for this opportunity to testify. 

My name is Louis Herman. I’m a professor of political science at UHWO.  I’ve been 
living and teaching on these Islands for over 40 years. I was born and raised in South 

Africa and was deeply disturbed by the police killing of fellow South African, Lindani 

Myeni.   

I appreciate that the city spent three years investigating the case, including consulting an 

arbitration judge, holding a  mock trial. I applaud the fact that the city finally agreed to 

settle with Lindani’s widow and her two small children even though the amount is a 

paltry  $1.5 . This pittance has at least token value for the needless death of a father and 

husband at the prime of his life.   

I was shocked to hear the city is now reconsidering this after the show of force of 

Honolulu politics officers and public prosecutor Steve Alm during the last city council 

meeting. Isn’t it illegal for a police officer to participate in a political protest armed and 

in uniform?  

I strongly encourage the council not to be intimidated and to do the obvious and the 

right thing: to stick by its original long deliberated decision to settle with the bereaved 

family, now tragically deprived of its  father and husband. 

I think the council should keep in mind that the evidence made public in the released 

bodycam videos strongly indicated the police officers did not follow protocol and 

announce themselves when they ambushed Lindani on a dark night, shining a blinding 

mag light in his eyes and commanding him at gunpoint to lie down. Only after Lindani 

had attempted to defend himself and the police fired 4 shots did they think to announce 

themselves. Should this go to trial it seems very likely the ruling will cost the City a great 

deal more than the rather paltry $1.5 million.     

A public trial will also cost the State of Hawaii a great deal more in negative publicity. At 

the time of the shooting there was considerable outrage, locally, nationally and 

internationally. South Africans were horrified. Lindani was a rugby hero and Zulu royalty. 

He was given a State Funeral attended by a number of leading South African politicians. 

(Please see the links to reports in the South African and International media below)* 

We citizens of Hawaii are rightfully proud of a tradition of aloha which extends to 

reverence for life and generosity to the living. We would do well to err on the side of 

aloha in any situation of conflict. 

I urge the Council to do the right thing for the Myeni family, the City of Honolulu and the 

people of Hawaii. 



Louis Herman[Type here] Lindani Myeni Testimony 11/6/24 

Mahalo nui loa. 

Louis Herman 

(Professor, Political Science, University of  Hawaii West Oahu.) 

*Links to the South African/international press deeply concerned about the shooting 

of Lindani Myeni. 

US embassy in SA 'carefully' following Lindani Myeni investigation | News24 

The United States embassy in Pretoria says they are monitoring the investigation 

surrounding the alleged killing of KwaZulu-Natal-born Lindani Myeni in Hawaii. 

"This is a tragic incident, and we are carefully following the investigation by local 

Hawaiian authorities into the details of Mr Myeni’s tragic death," said embassy 

spokesperson Robert Mearkle 

KwaZulu-Natal on return of Lindani Myeni’s mortal remains | South African Government 

“Being Black is not a scourge,” says Premier Zikalala. “It is not a crime. But when you 

consider the conduct of the police in Honolulu, you begin to realise that they’re not 

taking this incident seriously. 

 

They are behaving as if nothing happened. It’s as if this life didn’t matter at all. A person 

was killed here, not a fly. This was someone’s son, husband, father and friend who died 

under very questionable circumstances. The least we expect from them is some 

transparency and accountability 

“We call on the U.S. government for a full report as speedily as possible and to 

conduct a thorough investigation into this tragedy, which should be condemned in the 

strongest terms,” said Lindiwe Zulu, South Africa’s minister of Social Development. 

Nonhlanhla Khoza, a member of the Executive Committee at KawZulu-Natal, also 

complained about the lack of transparency by the Honolulu Police Department. 

“As we stand behind you, we are a nation in anger and mourning. We are angry at the 

snail’s pace of the Honolulu Police Department in releasing information,” she said. 

HPD faces international pressure for more transparency in fatal police shooting 

“This is a very big story in South Africa despite the lack attention received in the United 

States. This is big news back in South Africa,” said Sherwin Bryce-Pease, national 

correspondent for the South African Broadcasting Corp. 
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“When black people are shot by police and their rights are violated in some way by 

police, it reminds South Africans — particularly black people in South Africa — of the 

painful past under apartheid minority rule.” 

https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2021/05/08/south-africa-holds-state-funeral-man-

fatally-shot-by-police-nuuanu/ 

South Africa holds state funeral for the man fatally shot by police in Nuuanu 

Myeni’s death has gained international attention. 

The nation of South Africa has called on the US government to investigate the shooting 

further and condemned the Honolulu Police Department for its slow release of 

information.  
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Press Coverage 

The Sunshine Blog: Crossing The Thin Blue Line 

US Police Killed an Unarmed South African Man. His Family Wants Answers 

South Africans Demand Answers in Myeni Killing 

Change in use of force policy preceded two fatal HPD shootings 

Lindani Myeni | Friends react to SA man's shooting 

Lindani Myeni's family and friends speak out 

The exclusive story of Lindani Myeni – Award, Best Use of Online Video - World Association of News 
Publishers 

Killing of ‘gentle giant’ Lindani Myeni by US police elicits shock in South Africa 

Lindani Myeni’s family prepares to file wrongful death lawsuit against city and county of Honolulu 

Myeni footage breakthrough as doorbell recording shows different story from that of cops 

Lindani Myeni a ‘gentle giant who loved people’ 

'May his legacy never end': Lindani Myeni’s wife, Lindsay, on adjusting without her husband 

Still grieving Lindsay Myeni not giving up on quest for justice 

Police procedures in fatal Nuuanu shooting are questioned by ACLU, family’s attorneys 

A Police Shooting in Hawaii Has South Africans Demanding Justice 

A ‘warrior’ on the field, a ‘flower’ off the field: Lindani Myeni remembered by former captain 

Protesters call for change, attorney wants answers to fatal Nuuanu police shooting 

Protesters demand investigations into more than 30 alleged killings by Honolulu police 

‘We say it’s a racial paradise’: how two police killings are dividing Hawaii 

Demonstrators ‘march for justice’ outside Honolulu police headquarters over fatal shootings 

Dozens gather in Waikiki to protest 2 police shootings 

Groups protest deadly police shootings in Hawaii 

Charges will not be filed against Honolulu police in fatal shooting of Black man from South Africa 

Attorney for family of man fatally shot by police in Nuuanu releases new video 

Video shows man apologized before Honolulu police shot him 

Protesters rally for police reforms after week of new developments in 2 police shootings 

Protesters demand transparency from HPD following 2 deadly Oahu shootings 

Rally at Honolulu Hale calls out police brutality 

Minister of International Relations Naledi Pandor has revealed South African diplomats in the United 
States are still waiting for the police to give them information on the circumstances that led to the killing 
of Lindani Myeni 

Questions around Lindani Myeni's killing in Hawaii 
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Activists demand justice for Lindani Myeni 

Lindani Myeni family’s attorneys want to query occupants, owner of Nuuanu home 

Update on Lindani Myeni shooting case 

Memorial service held for Lindani Myeni 

Slain former rugby player Lindani Myeni laid to rest 

Honolulu Police Officer Who Fatally Shot Lindani Myeni Faced Drunk Driving Charges in 2016 

Anger, disappointment over outcome of Lindani Myeni probe 

Lindani Myeni death: US government should hang its head in shame, says MEC Khoza 

My most anticipated interview of 2022 was with Lindsay Myeni 

HPD faces international pressure for more transparency in fatal police shooting 

Lindani Myeni: Judge Orders Release of Full Bodycam Video in Fatal Hawaii Police Shooting 

City requests gag order in Lindani Myeni case - KITV Island News 

Judge orders some records released in Lindani Myeni shooting 

KwaZulu-Natal on return of Lindani Myeni’s mortal remains 

City Council postpones vote on $1.5M settlement in fatal police shooting 

Lindsay Myeni in conversation with SABC News 

Lindani Myeni described as a strict and responsible person 

US embassy in SA 'carefully' following Lindani Myeni investigation 

'He was a pure soul' - Lindani Myeni remembered by friends and family 

Lindani Myeni's Family Sues Hawaii Police For Fatal Shooting 

Lindani Myeni | Family lawyer speaks 

Police body camera footage shows fatal shooting of Black man in Honolulu 

HPD traffic officer accused of DUI – Brent Sylvester, one of the officers who shot and killed Lindani Myeni 

Victim in dismissed hit-and-run case involving police officer speaks out (Brent Sylvester) 

Honolulu Police Department promotes 26 officers – Brent Sylvester, one of Lindani Myeni’s killers 
promoted to detective less than two years after shooting 

Taxpayers to fund defense team for officers who fatally shot Lindani Myeni 

Former pro rugby player killed by Hawaii police had CTE, autopsy shows 

Autopsy finds Lindani Myeni had severe brain trauma when fatally shot by HPD 

 

Police Misconduct in Hawaii 

UH Report: Honolulu Police use of force incidents up 275% between 2010-2021 

Mayor Blangiardi 'dissatisfied' with Honolulu Police Department's communications 
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International Accountability is Critical to Dismantling Systemic Racism and Police Brutality Domestically 

Honolulu Police Are Using Lethal Force Far Too Often 

Honolulu Has Serious Police Problems 

HPD Chief Says There’s Less Racial Bias In Hawaii. She’s Wrong  

Hawaii Police Shootings Review Board Has At Least A Dozen Cases 

Ex-police chief to lead board review on police shootings 

Hawaii Police Shootings Board Says It Will Step Up Its Work 

Shoddy Record Keeping By HPD Skews Public Picture Of Police Killings 

The Power Of SHOPO: Here’s How The Police Union Contract Drives Public Policy 

The Prosecution Of Police Misconduct Cases Essentially Stopped During The Pandemic 

Other States Have Tough Police Standards Boards. Hawaii’s Is Still Struggling 

HPD’s Use Of Lethal Force Is Near The US Average. But There’s Far More To The Story 

Killed by police, then vilified: how America's prosecutors blame victims 

Police Killing Of Micronesian Teen In Hawaii Prompts Grief And Questions 

HPD opens manslaughter probe involving 2 officers after suspect, 77, dies 

HPD Releases Body Camera Footage In Only A Fraction Of Deadly Encounters 

HPD leadership, morale called into question after police supervisors find envelopes with feces on their 

desks 

Honolulu Police Department served with federal lawsuit alleging extreme police brutality 

The Price Of Police Misconduct Claims In Honolulu Is Going Up 

HPD Officers Who Handcuffed 10-Year-Old Can Be Sued For Using Excessive Force, Judges Rule 

‘Frat House’ Culture | HPD faces lawsuit alleging sexual harassment, discrimination 

‘Limited and ineffective’: Honolulu Police Commission receives scathing city audit 

The Honolulu Police Chief Just Got A Good Job Review But Many Employees Think Otherwise 

‘It’s Literally a Show of Force’: Hawaii Officers Show Up 40 Deep In Uniform to Protest Widow of 
Unarmed Black Man Killed by Police Receiving $1.5 Million Settlement 

Moment dozens of Honolulu cops turnout to block $1.5 million payout to widow of 'Zulu prince' shot 
dead by officer 

Hawaii law lets undercover cops have sex with prostitutes 

HPD report details actions that got 55 officers disciplined in 2020 

Aloha Prevails in Hawaii Black Lives Matter Protests 

Hawaii Police Killings And In-Custody Deaths, 2010 to Present 

Honolulu Police Spent $150,000 In CARES Funds On A Robot Dog 
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HPD’s Use Of CARES Act Money On Robot Dog, ATVs And Overtime Was Legit, Feds Say 

Police Commissioners: Redirect HPD Funds To Social Services And Cut Overtime 

https://www.staradvertiser.com/2021/06/26/hawaii-news/hundreds-rally-for-honolulu-police-officers-
accused-in-fatal-shooting/ 

https://www.civilbeat.org/2021/11/in-hawaii-punishment-for-bad-cops-often-doesnt-stick-heres-why/ 

In the Name of the Law: What the Public Isn’t Being Told About Police Misconduct 

There’s a Bonkers Corruption Case Unfolding in Hawaii 

Cockfights And Corruption: How Police Arbitration Kept This Cop On The Job 

Hawai‘i Rated 'Mostly Closed' in 50-State Analysis of Police Misconduct Record Laws 

Analysis of police misconduct record laws in all 50 states 

Lee Cataluna: So Much For HPD's Fresh Start With A New Chief 

Some Of Our Best Reporting On Honolulu Police Misconduct 

3 Honolulu Police Officers Who Fatally Shot A Teen Will Not Go To Trial 

Man who filed police brutality suit claims he was racially profiled 
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