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October 25, 2024 
 
 

SENT VIA EMAIL 
 
The Honorable Calvin K.Y. Say, Chair 
   and Members 
Committee on Zoning 
530 South King Street, Room 202 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 
 
 
Dear Chair Say and Councilmembers, 
 

SUBJECT: Follow-up Responses to October 23, 2024 Zoning Committee Meeting 
 

Thank you for your time and your consideration regarding my appointment to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals at the Zoning Committee meeting held on October 23, 2024. I apologize for 
any confusion over my responses to the Nominee/Appointee Form. I appreciate the guidance you 
provided at the meeting and allowing me to further explain my responses to Questions 10, 18, 
and 19 on the form. Please see the following clarifications to my responses:   
 

#10:  Do you foresee any possible conflict between your present work, financial 
investments, business transactions or any other activity which would be incompatible 
with the proper discharge of your official duties or hinder you from effectively carrying 
out the duties for which you have been appointed?   

 
My firm, Starn O’Toole Marcus & Fisher (“SOMF”), frequently interacts with the 
Department of Planning and Permitting and may appear before the Zoning Board of 
Appeals (“ZBA”).  In consulting with Corporation Counsel and the Honolulu Ethics 
Commission, it was explained that I can avoid conflict issues by recusing myself from the 
ZBA in matters which concern SOMF.  So, while YES, there may be potential conflicts, I 
am able to avoid them by properly recusing myself from matters where SOMF will 
appear before the ZBA. 
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#18:  Will you be able to commit to the full term of this appointment?   
 

While I have every intention of fulfilling my duties on the ZBA for my initial term (and 
beyond if permitted) – my duty as a mother comes first. My son is 7 years old and does 
have some challenges – he is hearing impaired. It is for this reason that I answered NO, 
because I cannot unequivocally commit to the full term. However, it is my goal and 
aspiration to commit to the next five years and beyond, if allowed.  
 
#19:  Will you be able to commit to meeting dates and times? 

 
I have a robust liquor practice which may require my attendance at Liquor Commission 
hearings, which are on Thursdays at 4:00 pm.  ZBA meetings are also on Thursdays.  I 
have discussed the timing of the meetings with ZBA Chair Landon Kaneshiro and 
Honolulu Liquor Commission Assistant Administrator Anna Hirai.  Mr. Kaneshiro 
informed me that based on the ZBA meeting frequencies and times, there will not be 
many conflicts with the Liquor Commission hearings.  Ms. Hirai also confirmed that if a 
conflict does come up, I may request to be heard later in the agenda so that I am able to 
attend both meetings. Although I answered NO due to this conflict, I have already taken 
steps to ensure that the chances of conflict are minimal (and hopefully nonexistent). 
 
In answering these questions, I wanted to be candid and fully transparent with the City 

and to the City Council.  I hope that you’ll view that as a positive character trait in evaluating my 
nomination.  Thank you again for your time and consideration.  
 
 

Thank you, 
 
 
Christina Ohira 

 


