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Pūowaina 
 

 
 

The Hawaiian name for this venerable crater is Pū-o-Waina and it has a cultural and 
historical significance.  
 
The original form, from which the modern spelling is abbreviated, was Puʻu O waiho ana, 
literally the hill of oAering or sacrifice. 
 
The Hawaiian people were governed by a system of Kapu that once ruled all Hawaiʻi. The 
penalty for the most egregious of the violations of its intricate regulations was death. Pū-o-
waina was one of the places near Honolulu where the bodies of the oAenders were 
ceremoniously burned (the penalty for any violation of kapu.) 
 
Eventually, Pūowaina would also come to be known as “Punchbowl.” 
 
  



From page 8 of the PUC_DP, “Care for Island Heritage” under “Guiding Principle” (page 6,) 
this mandate is written:  “Respect Native Hawaiian culture and knowledge and celebrate 
the rich cultural diversity of the PUC. Build upon the unique history, landmarks, and natural 
environment of the PUC and preserve it for future generations.” 
 
The 2023 Primary Urban Center Development Plan states: “New developments are 
encouraged to design for all age groups and users, and a mix of household sizes. The 
quality and safety of pedestrian and bicycle networks continue to be a primary focus, and 
mobility choices continue to evolve. The Primary Urban Center has a beautiful natural 
setting including landmarks such as Diamond Head and Punchbowl, as well as many 
quality parks, open spaces, and natural areas.” 
 
The first statement from its “Vision Through 2035” is: “Protect and enhance Honolulu's 
natural, cultural, and scenic resources.” 
 

 
 
The City and County’s Zoning Code and Land Use Ordinance include in their objectives: 
“preserving and enhancing Punchbowl’s form and character as a significant landmark; 
preserving and enhancing the park-like character of the immediate slopes of Punchbowl 
and its major streets; preserving and enhancing significant public views to and from 
Punchbowl by modifying construction projects that would diminish those views; and 
providing landscaping and open space which will enhance views and the general character 
of the Punchbowl area.” 
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