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Honorable Tommy Waters
Chair, City Council
City and County of Honolulu

Mr. Chair:

Your Committee on Transportation, which considered Bill 44 (2024), CD1 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO TRAFFIC SAFETY,”

which passed second reading and was the subject of a public hearing held at the
October 9, 2024 Council meeting, reports as follows:

The purpose of Bill 44 (2024), CD1 is to promote public safety on roadways in the
City and County of Honolulu by establishing more appropriate speed limits on certain
streets.

The Director of the Department of Transportation Services testified in support.

Officer Michael Campbell of the Honolulu Police Department testified in support.

At your Committee’s meeting on October 22, 2024, no oral public testimony was
received. Your Committee received written testimony in support of the Bill from one
individual and one individual provided comments on the Bill.

Your Committee prepared a CD2 version of the Bill that makes the following
amendments:

A. In SECTION 2, amends ROH Section 15-7.1 by amending proposed new
subsection (f) to include students utilizing roadways when moving within a
school, in addition to when going to and from a school.
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B. In SECTION 4, amends ROH Section 15-12.3(a) by limiting the applicability of
the section to vehicles used in agricultural work.

C. Adds a new SECTION 5 to repeal ROH Section 15-14.4(b), which prohibits the
operation of railroad trains on, over, or across certain portions of
Waiakamilo Road and Nimitz Highway during specified time periods, and
re-numbers subsequent SECTIONS.

D. Makes miscellaneous technical and nonsubstantive amendments.

Your Committee on Transportation is in accord with the intent and purpose of
Bill 44 (2024), CDI, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass third reading in the
form attached hereto as Bill 44 (2024), CD2. (Ayes: Cordero, Dos Santos-Tam, Kia’ãina,
Tupola — 4; Aye with reservations: Okimoto — 1; Noes: None.)

Respectfully submitted,

Committee Chai
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HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL ORDINANCE_____

KE KANIHELA 0 KE KALANA 0 HONOLULU
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU BILL 44(2024),CD2

A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE

RELATING TO TRAFFIC SAFETY.

BE IT ORDAINED by the People of the City and County of Honolulu:

SECTION 1. Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to promote public safety
on roadways in the City and County of Honolulu by establishing more appropriate speed
limits on certain streets.

This ordinance may include provisions that address obsolete, outdated, or other
unnecessary provisions in Chapter 15, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021.

SECTION 2. Section 15-7.1, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, is amended
to read as follows:

“ 15-7.1 Speed restrictions—Traffic calming measures.

(a) No person shall drive a vehicle on any roadway within public parks and public
school grounds at a speed greater than is reasonable or prudent, having due
regard for the traffic on, and the surface and width of the roadway, and in no
event at a speed in excess of [2.5] 20 miles per hour on any roadway within public
parks, except that on Ala Moana Park Drive, on any roadway in Kailua Beach
Park, [on the small by road in Kapiolani Park which leads off from Paki Street
past Waikiki Racquet Club and the Town and Country Stables to Paki Avenue,]
and on any roadway within public school grounds, [where] the speed limit shall
be 15 miles per hour.

(b) The director of transportation services is authorized and directed to erect and
maintain sign posts indicating the speed limit herein established at each roadway
entrance into any public park and public school grounds. The department of
parks and recreation and the State department of education may erect and
maintain signs other than traffic control signs at appropriate places along the
roadways within their respective jurisdictions.

The director of transportation services is authorized and directed to evaluate and
implement the installation of traffic calming measures, including speed humps
and raised crosswalks, in school zones. The director shall use the following
criteria to determine if a traffic measure is appropriate:
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1. Whether an area is identified as high-risk for pedestrian accidents or
where the speed limit is reduced to 20 miles per hour, especially during
school hours.

2. Whether a comprehensive traffic safety assessment has been conducted
that considers factors such as pedestrian traffic, vehicle speed, and
accident history.

The director of transportation services shall notify the local community and
school administrations of planned installations and solicit feedback to ensure that
the community’s needs and concerns are addressed.

[(.e] Further, no person shall in any parking area maintained within public parks and
public school grounds drive a vehicle recklessly or negligently or at a speed or in
such manner as to endanger or injure persons or property.

[(8)] Whenever the director of transportation services determines upon the basis of
an engineering and traffic investigation that any maximum speed limit hereinafter
set forth is greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist
[at any horizontal or vertical curve] upon any part of a highway, the director of
transportation services may post a recommended safe speed thereat which shall
serve as a guide to vehicle drivers at all times when they are using the highway
and which shall be effectively illuminated or reflectorized for visibility at night.

fl Whenever the director of transportation services determines, either at the
director’s initiative or in response to a written request by a representative of a
school, that a roadway within 1,000 feet of a school is utilized by students going
to, moving within, or leaving the school, the director may post a recommended
safe speed thereat, which will serve as a guide to vehicle drivers at all times
when students are using the roadway.”

SECTION 3. Section 15-7.2, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, is amended
to read as follows:

“ 15-7.2 Speed limit zones.

No person shall drive a vehicle on a public highway or street at a speed in excess of
the following speed limit zones established or hereafter established therefor by ordinance
of the city council:
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(a) Fifteen miles per hour.

ORDINANCE

_______

BILL 44 (2024), CD2

(1) Any roadway 18 feet in width or less within the City and County of
Honolulu: and [and all of the following streets within the Ewa Villages:

Ewa Villages

Varona Village Tenney Village

Kihi Street Alaiki Street

Koahi Street Alana Street

Leialoalo Street Bond Street

Manakuke Street Burke Street

Paalua Street Elemakule Place

Paionia Street Garton Street

Puahip Street Halemano Street

Tenney Village (Cont’d.)

Hapua Street

Hookahe Place

Rcnton Village Kuali Street

Alanui Mauka Place Kuuwelu Place

Alanui Mauka Street Lauo Street

Bryan Street Lehu Street

Hei Place Luahine Street

Kupeleko Place Luluka Street

Lunanu Street Mahamoe Street

Niulelo Place Malako Street

A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE
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Ewa Villagcs

Park Row Nale Street

Pepper Row Oha Strcct

Pipeline Street OrriCk Street

Pohakulepo Strect Paaniana Strect

Pualoalo Place Paeheulu Street

Paeko Street

Pahe Street

Paheahea Street

Pahiki Street

Pualu Street

Puhiko Street

Tenncy Village (Cont’d.)

Punako Street

Si6aI Street

Tenney Street

Uluhui Street

Wili Street]

(2) On those streets or portions thereof described in Schedule IV attached to
the ordinance codified in this section and made a part [hereof;] thereof;
subject, however, to the limitations and extensions set forth therein.

(b) Twenty-five miles per hour.

[(1) iiifbiifb(ihi Irr1iilii_i&ihm
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(2) Any roadway bordering any school grounds, during recess or while
children are going to or leaving such school during the opening or closing
hours, or while the playgrounds of any such school arc in use by school
children; and

(.3)] On those streets or portions thereof described in Schedule V attached to
the ordinance codified in this section and made a part hereof; subject,
however, to the limitations and extensions set forth therein.

(c) Thirty miles per hour. On those streets or portions thereof described in Schedule
VI attached hereto and made a part hereof; subject, however, to the limitations
and extensions set forth therein[].

(d) Thirty-five miles per hour. On those streets or portions thereof described in
Schedule VII attached to the ordinance codified in this section and made a part
hereof; subject, however, to the limitations and extensions set forth therein[].

(e) Forty-five miles per hour. On those streets or portions thereof described in
Schedule VIII attached to the ordinance codified in this section and made a part
hereof; subject, however, to the limitations and extensions set forth therein[].

(f) Fifty miles per hour. On those streets or portions thereof described in Schedule
IX attached to the ordinance codified in this section and made a part hereof;
subject, however, to the limitations and extensions set forth therein[].

(g) Sixty-five miles per hour. On those streets or portions thereof described in
Schedule X attached to the ordinance codified in this section and made a part
hereof; subject, however, to the limitations and extensions set forth therein[T].

(h) Fifty-five miles per hour. On those streets or portions thereof described in
Schedule XXXIII attached to the ordinance codified in this section and made a
part hereof; subject, however, to the limitations and extensions set forth therein[
af,4

(i) Ten miles per hour. On those streets or portions thereof described in Schedule
XXXVII attached to the ordinance codified in this section and made a part hereof;
subject, however, to the limitations and extensions set forth therein.
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_______

BILL 44 (2024), CD2

LU Twenty miles per hour.

Lfl Any street or highway within the City and County of Honolulu where a
speed limit has not been otherwise established;

Any roadway bordering any school grounds, during the hours of 6:00 am.
to 6:00 p.m. on school days, unless otherwise specified by the department
of transportation services; and

On those streets or portions thereof described in Schedule attached to
the ordinance codified in this section and made a part hereof; subiect,
however, to the limitations and extensions set forth therein.

Subdivision (2) does not apply to any roads owned by the State of Hawaii.

Forty miles per hour. On those streets or portions thereof described in
Schedule attached to the ordinance codified in this section and made a part
hereof; subiect, however, to the limitations and extensions set forth therein.”

SECTION 4. Section 15-12.3, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, is
amended to read as follows:

“ 15-12.3 Duties of operators of [10
in agricultural [or industrial] work.

[(a-)]

s, or other] vehicles used

A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE

The driver, engineer, or person in charge of any [locomotive, cane car, or other]
vehicle, whether operated on [stationary] rails or roadways, used in agricultural
[or industrial] work, shall not cause or permit such [locomotive, cane car, or other]
vehicle to enter upon or cross any highway without first stopping and yielding the
right-of-way to any vehicle crossing or about to cross the [grade crossing or road]
intersection or [which] that is approaching so closely on such highway as to
constitute an immediate hazard, but having so yielded may proceed[; provided
that a flagger is first stationed in a conspicuous spot, approximately in tho center
of the highway in close proximity to tho tracko, road interccction, or crossing,
displaying a red flag not less than 16 inches square, except that from a half hour
after sunset to a half hour beforo cunrise, in lieu of such flag, a red light or
lantern shall be so displayed as to be plainly visible for a distance of 500 feet
from both sides of the tracks, crossing, or road intersection.].

OCS2024-0953/1 0/28/2024 7:57 AM 6
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[(b) The foregoing provisions roepooting a flaggor with a red flag or a red light is fully
complied with if there is installed and maintained in good working condition an
iitomatic electrically operated fbhinn Iinht nd hell wirning device of a type

close to tho “I

plainly visible for a distance of 500 feet from both sides of the tracks, crossing or
intersection.]”

regularly usod as a railway iuiiiy

r3ilwv crossing, sounding
‘ iqi kU, PI.ILUU Iii U LUl ItpILuUUt spot

flasnii t

SECTION 5. Section 15-14.4, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, is
amended to read as follows:

“ 15-1 4.4 Railroad trains not to block street.

[(a)] It is unlawful for the directing officer or the operator of any railroad train to direct the
operation or to operate the same in such a manner as to prevent the use of any street
or highway for purposes of travel for a period of time longer than five minutes, except
that this provision shall not apply to trains in motion other than those engaged in
switching. It is unlawful to stop any railroad train within an intersection for the purpose
of receiving or discharging passengers or freight.

[(b) It is unlawful for the directing officer or the operator of any railroad train to direct
the operation or to operate the same on, over, or across that certain portion of
Waiakamilo Road, cituatod between Dillingham Boulevard and Nimitz Highway,
and that certain portion of Nimitz Highway extending from the railroad depot at
fwilei Road to Waiakamilo Road, during the period from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
and from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on any day, except on Saturdays and public
holidays.]”

SECTION 6. Section 15-19.34, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, is
repealed.

[“i 15 19.34 Ccrtain vehicles to fi.%rne a.’ a4I.

(a) No person shall operate any motor truck or truck tractor upon any unlightod
highway at any time from 30 minutes after suncot to 30 minutes before sunrise,
unless there is carried in such vehicle the following equipment, except as
nrnvir1trI in .iiher.tinn (b):

0CS2024-0953/1 0/28/2024 7:57 AM 7
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(1) At least three flares or three red electric lanterns, each of which shall bc
capable of being seen and distinguished at a distance of 500 feet under
normal atmospheric conditions at nighifime:

(A) Each flare (liquid burning pot torch) shall be capable of burning for
not less than 12 hours in 5 mile per hour wind velocity and capable
of burning in any air velocity from 0 to 40 miles per hour. It shall be
substantially constructed so as to withstand reasonable shocks
without leaking, and it shall be carried in the vehicles in a metal
rack or box; and

(B) cciiuieEach red electric lan shall be -‘- of operating continuously
for not less than 12 hours, and shall bo substantially constructed so
as to withstand reasonable shocks without breaking;

(2) At least three rod burning fucooc, unloss rod oloctric lantorns aro carriod.
Each fusee shall be capable of burning at least 15 minutes; or

(3) At loast two red cloth flags, not loss than 12 inchoc., with standards
to support the same.

(b) No person shall operate, at the time and under tho conditions stated in
subsection (a), any motor vehicle used in the transportation of flammable gases,
unless there are carried in such vehicle three red electric lanterns meeting the
requirements above stated; and there shall not be carried in such vehicle any
flares, fusees, or signal produced by a flame.

(c) In the altomativo, it is a compliance with this section in the event the person
operating any motor vehicle described in this article carries in such vehicle three
portable reflector units on standards of a type approved by the director of budget
and fiscal coriicec. No portable reflector unit shall be approved, unless it is so
designed and constructed that it will reflect red light clearly visible for a distance
of at least 300 feet under normal atmospheric conditions at nighttime when
directly in front of the lawful upper beams of head lamps.”]
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A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE

SECTION 7. Section 15-19.39, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, is
amended to read as follows:

“ 15-19.39 Television in motor vehicle.

No person shall drive a motor vehicle [that is equipped with a television receiver]
if an analog or digital screen, or other means of visually receiving or visually
displaying a television broadcast or video signal that produces entertainment or
business applications, is operating while the vehicle is in motion[, which] and is
located in the motor vehicle at any point forward of the back of the driver’s seat
or [which] is visible to the driver while operating the motor vehicle.

Subsection (a) does not apply to the following equipment when installed in a
vehicle:

JJ A vehicle information display that includes internal vehicle climate
controls.

f) A global position display.

f A mapping display.

4) A visual display used to enhance or supplement the driver’s view forward,
behind, or to the sides of a motor vehicle for the purpose of maneuvering
the vehicle.

An analog or video screen or any similar means of visually displaying a
television broadcast, video signal, or internet video stream, if that
eguipment satisfies one of the following reguirements:

The eguipment has an interlock device that, when the motor vehicle
is driven, disables the eguipment for all uses except as a visual
display as described in subdivisions (1) to (4) above.

{j The eguipment is designed, operated, and configured in a manner
that prevents the driver of the motor vehicle from viewing the
television broadcast, video signal, or internet video stream, while
operating the vehicle in a safe and reasonable manner.

0CS2024-0953/1 0/28/2024 7:57 AM 9
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Subsection (a) does not apply to a mobile digital terminal installed in an
authorized emergency vehicle or to a motor vehicle providing emergency road
service or roadside assistance.”

SECTION 8. Section 15-21 .9, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, is
repealed.

[“s 15-21.9 Restricting the

(a) No person shall drivo or operato any motor vohicle having an aggrogato woight
of vehicle and load in excess of 15 tons over the A.A. Wilson Bridgo, nor shall
any person drive or operate any motor vehicle, except a passenger automobile,
ovor the A.A. Wilson Bridgo when thero is another such motor vehiclo
approaching in tho opposite direction over the A.A. Wilson Bridge.

(b) No person shall drive any motor vehicle over the A.A. Wilson Bridge at a greater
speed than 10 miles per hour.

(c) The driver of any motor vehicle, except a passenger automobile, when traveling
over the A.A. Wilson Bridge, shall not approach within 30 feet of another motor
vehicle proceeding in the came direction.”]

SECTION 9. Section 15-21.14, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 2021, is
repealed.

[“s 15 21.14 Restricting the use of a portion of Moanalua Highway by certain
heavy vehicles.

No person shall drive or operate any vehicle, having a registered weight of 6,000
pounds or more, in the Honolulu direction on Moanalua Highway from the Halawa
Stream Bridgo to Rod Hill Road in any lano but the extromo right lane during the hours
of 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., except when overtaking a stalled vehicle or preparatory to

a left turn.”]

SECTION 10. Ordinance material to be repealed is bracketed and stricken. New
material is underscored. When revising, compiling, or printing this ordinance for
inclusion in the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu, the Revisor of Ordinances need not
include the brackets, the material that has been bracketed and stricken, or the
underscoring. In SECTION 3 of this ordinance, the Revisor of Ordinances shall replace
the blank Schedule number with the appropriate Schedule number designated by the

A A
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Director of Transportation Services upon adoption of the Schedule and provided by the
Director subsequent to the effective date of this ordinance and made a part hereof.

SECTION 11. This ordinance takes effect upon its approval.

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

INTRODUCED BY:

Esther Kia’aina

Tyler Dos Santos-Tam

Auaust 1. 2024
Honolulu, Hawaii

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

Deputy Corporation Counsel

Councilmembers

APPROVED this

_____day

of 20

RICK BLANGIARDI, Mayor
City and County of Honolulu
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Report Title:
Traffic Safety; Speed Restrictions; School Zones; Traffic Calming Measures; Speed
Bumps; Public Parks; Stopping; Standing; Parking; Railroad; Trains; Industrial Vehicles;
Waiakamilo Road; Nimitz Highway

Description:
Authorizes the Director of Transportation Services (“Director”) to: (1) post a
recommended safe speed on roadways near schools; and (2) evaluate and implement
the installation of traffic calming measures in school zones. Requires the Director to
notify the local community and school administrator of planned installations and solicit
community feedback. Lowers the maximum speed on roadways in public parks and
public school grounds from 25 to 20 miles per hour (“m.p.h.”). Creates a new 20 m.p.h.
speed limit zone applicable to certain roadways, including roadways bordering school
grounds during the hours of from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on school days unless
otherwise specified by the Director. Creates a new 40 m.p.h. speed limit zone
applicable to certain roadways. Repeals the prohibition against the operation of railroad
trains on, over, or across certain portions of Waiakamilo Road and Nimitz Highway
during specified time periods. Repeals duties of operators of vehicles used for industrial
work to stop or yield to certain approaching vehicles at intersections. Amends various
portions of ROH Chapter 15 to update and repeal outdated and unnecessary language.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational
purposes only and is not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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