HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL 24-221

KE KANIHELA O KE KALANA O HONOLULU No.

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
FILED

SEP 4 2025

- 1-2.0

RESOLUTION PURSUANT 70 BOM Gon

N S

REQUESTING THE MAYOR TO RECONVENE THE LANDFILL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE.

WHEREAS, the provision of solid waste landfill capacity is vital to the
management of solid waste in the City and County of Honolulu ("City"); and

WHEREAS, the Waimanalo Gulch Sanitary Landfill ("WGSL") is O‘ahu's only
municipal solid waste landfill; and

WHEREAS, on October 22, 2009, the State of Hawai'‘i Land Use Commission
("LUC"), by Docket No. SP09-403, approved a new special use permit that allowed a
92.5-acre expansion and time extension of the WGSL, provided that only ash and
residue from O‘ahu's waste-to-energy facility, H-POWER, would be permitted at the
WGSL after July 31, 2012; and

WHEREAS, on November 1, 2019, the LUC adopted an amendment to the new
special use permit, subject to certain conditions, including conditions requiring that the
WGSL close by no later than March 2, 2028, and that the City must identify, by
December 31, 2022, an alternative municipal solid waste landfill site to be used upon
the closure of the WGSL; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Rick Blangiardi appointed a volunteer Landfill Advisory
Committee ("Committee") composed of community members with experience and
expertise from a broad range of backgrounds to identify and rank potential landfills for
the City's consideration; and

WHEREAS, the Committee was instructed not to consider the WGSL in its
deliberations, as the WGSL could not replace or supplement itself; and

WHEREAS, six potential landfill sites meeting the minimum required waste
disposal capacity were identified for evaluation by the Committee; and

WHEREAS, the Committee convened a series of eight public meetings between
October 2021 and June 2022 to help develop processes to evaluate and score potential
landfill sites; and

WHEREAS, in the Committee's final report published in June 2022, the

Committee did not recommend any of the six landfill sites due to their locations above
O'ahu's drinking water aquifer systems; and
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WHEREAS, the City submitted an application to the Planning Commission to
request modifications of the conditions that set a December 31, 2022, deadline for the
City to identify an alternative landfill site; and

WHEREAS, on August 23, 2024, the LUC granted the City's request to extend
the deadline to identify a new landfill site from December 31, 2022, to December 31,
2024; and

WHEREAS, the City Administration has not issued any recent updates regarding
the identification of a new landfill site and has not scheduled meetings for the
Committee to discuss solutions or concerns; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
requests the Mayor to reconvene a meeting of the Landfill Advisory Committee to
provide transparency and assurance to the public that the landfill site selection process
is on-going; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Director of the Department of Environmental Services, and the Landfill

Advisory Committee.
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