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Dear City Council,

Intro
CARES testifies in strong favor of extending the due date of the commencing of construction of
the project to support affordable housing development in Fort Weaver Road, Ewa Beach District
serving households below 60% AMI. This development will enhance the lives of the community
members based on the guidelines of the Ewa Beach Development Plan.

The Project consists of seven, three-story multi-family dwelling buildings containing 127
affordable rental units, a community center, amenities, 136 off-street parking spaces, one
loading space, and 98 bicycle parking spaces.

Ewa Beach Development Plan
According to the Ewa Beach Development Plan:

“The ʻEwa region encompasses the communities of ʻEwa Beach, Kapolei, and Makakilo with
boundaries extending from Kunia Road to Kahe Point and mauka towards Kaloʻi Gulch. The ʻEwa
Development Plan (DP) supports both the ʻEwa region and the island by relieving housing pressures
through developing master planned communities, concentrating a wide range of commercial,
higher-education, industrial, and resort jobs in the Secondary Urban Center, and protecting prime
agricultural lands for diversified agriculture. The amended ʻEwa DP was adopted in 2020.”

Planned development of ‘Ewa will support Kapolei‘s development while
conserving scarce infrastructure dollars. It will be characterized by:

● Increased land supply for economic development and job creation and to accommodate
major residential growth with an emphasis on affordable housing and a diversity of housing
styles

Preservation of Hawaiian Culture
Ewa's Historic and Cultural Resources will be preserved & enhanced by:

● Preserving significant historic features from the plantation era and earlier periods, including:
● The ‘Ewa Plantation Villages
● The Honouliuli Internment Camp

● And other Native Hawaiian cultural and archaeological sites
● Identifying and protecting sites that are important to Native Hawaiian

cultural practices.

Master Planned Communities & HART
Master planned communities is a network of

https://www.honolulu.gov/rep/site/dpp/pd/pd_docs/Ewa_DP_2013_Amended_2020_Ordinance_20-46.pdf


housing to accommodate the need for affordable housing. Master plans will guide
new developments in the Kapolei, East Kapolei (DHHL East Kapolei, UHWO,
Ho‘opili), ‘Ewa by Gentry, Ocean Pointe/Hoakalei, Ko Olina, Makaīwa Hills, Kapolei West (previously
part of Ko Olina), and the Villages of Kapolei; the rehabilitation of existing structures and
development of new housing in ‘Ewa Villages; and the
redevelopment of Kalaeloa.

These master plans are designed to be easily accessible to the main street, town center or
neighborhood center which may include a mixture of residential and small scale community related
commercial development.

The communities will be designed or redeveloped to support walkability, bicycling & transit.
Connectivity & accessibility are key to a functional design plan. The HART line built on the east-west
Rail Transit Corridor will link Kapolei to Waipahu to Leeward Community College and the PUC.
Medium density residential development will be built along the transit corridor.

Conclusion
The affordable housing development project aligns with the strategic goals of the Ewa Beach
Development Plan. One of the major points of the plan was to require 30% of projects to build
for low and low-moderate income. The developer, in partnership with the City, has met this
guideline. The developer builds to cater to Native Hawaiian cultural respects with prior projects
in their portfolio. The project has high connectivity & accessibility to Kapolei & HART. Therefore,
it is a great project worthy of support.






