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Testimony for Honolulu City Council HOUSING SUSTAINABILITV AND HEALTH (HSH
committee meeting August 21, 2024
Bill 046(2024

OPPOSED

Flrst, I would like to state that I think this meeting is 111e931 under the sunshine law because
riotic:e ws iiit gitr1 e d1y in 1virice I u[ icr Hod tllHl to tT1fl1 6 diys H deliiicd by lime

and the notice s not publishcd until after 1530 on August 15, 2024 The first lime I was ahle
to get to the teslimony page was after 163i) on August 15, 2024 and otter 1{X) on August 15.
2024 the City Clerk’s office told me ui’ the telephone that they are still working on iL.

Bill 046(24) is i iry hid hill II HI IS HI tliI)1.itJl yCiLit lHWy€-ir5 FlHVIf 1K) 110111)1 veltid It, HF)*ItS In

me to be unconstitutional under the The Fourteenth Amendment’s Equal Protection Clause and
tue 11391 decision by the Supreme Court [fj(l3J lii the case of Caldwefl v Texas the Fourth
ArnenrJrnent’s protection against urireasonabl search arid seizure. arid the Filth Amendments
protection against self ncrinilration It also embodies taxation without representation, which
wis the nl-masc)mi 1r the Boston Tei Rinty amid thie start of ilie A i-iuicami R-,nIutiori At hue very
least, you can be sure there will be leqal challenges that will go on For years at a great cost to

the City even if the City wins whidi I doubt I think the City would lose such a case and have
great liability exposure. Reniember. lawyers caim give opinions about the law. but it is the
courts judges. and juries who interpret and define the law.

Aside From the onerous implementation o a tax rate that is nearly 9 times the rcsidntlaI tax
rate just because someone owns a home here and spends less (han 6 months o the year
occupying the dwelling, the p1ovisori foi’ taxing send dwellings oru a property at that onerous
rate simply because it is not occupied full time is confiscatory and to me amounts to extortion.

B [he bill’s own example a properLy with au additioulEll dwelling ‘tax assessed
value for each dwelling unit that Is an empty home on the residential property will
be the tax assessed value for the entire residential property, multiplied by the
proportionate square footage for each dwelling unit that is an empty home” in the
exmimple ylv-ii. “ii a residential property has a tax assessed value of $4,000,000, a
total of 5,000 square feet for all dwelling units on the residential property. and a
dwelling unit of I .000 square feet that is an empty home, the proportionate
square footage of that empty home is 20 percent (1,000 dIvided by 5,000); the
tax assessed value attributable to that empty home would be $800,000
(54,000,000 times 20 percent); and the empty homes tax at a 3 percent tax rate
would be $24,000 ($800,000 times 3 percent) The entire lax for the whole property if both
wel[irigs are occupied would be $14000 so the tax would increase by 250% to $35200!

I suppok’ the next stop In Ihs money grab Wi/I be to tax unoccupied Iedrooms in a residence at
the 3% rate based on their r?umber as opposed to the total iumber of bedroorns
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Dear Council Member:

Please support Bill 46, the Empty Homes Tax. Oahu has the 5th worst “impossibly
unaffordable housing” in the world. This hurts all of us. We have 34,253 empty homes on
Oahu; each one means a family on Oahu has no place to live. Please pass Bill 46 to prioritize
Oahu’s housing for Oahu’s residents.

This is why I support the Empty Homes Tax:
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Mahalo!

My name is —

My address is
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