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commitiee meeling August 21, 2024
Bill 048(2024)

OPPOSED

First, | would like to state that | think this meeting is illegal under the sunshine law because
nolice was naot given 6 days in advance | understand thal to mean 8 days as defined by time,
and the notice was not published unlil after 1530 on Auguslt 15, 2024 The first time | was able
to gel lo the testimony page was after 1630 on August 15, 2024, and after 1500 on August 15,
2024 the City Clerk’s office told me on the telephone that “they are still working on if".

Bill D46(24) is a vary bad bill that is although your lawysrs hava no doubt vetted it, appears 1o
me to be unconstitutional under the The Fourteenth Amendment's Equal Protection Clause and
the 1891 decision by the Supreme Court.[7](8] in the case of Caldwell v Texas, the Fourth
Amendment's protection against unreasonabl search and seizure, and the Fifth Amendment's
proleclion against sell incrimination. 1t also embodies laxation without representation, which
was the reason lor the Boslon Tea Parly and the start of the American Revolution Al the very
least, you can be sure there will be legal challenges that will go on for years at a great cost to
the City even if the City wins, which | doubt. | think the City would lose such a case and have
great liabilily exposure. Remember, lawyers can give opinions aboul the law. but il is the
couris, judges, and juries who Interpret and define the law.

Aside from the onerous impiementation of a tax rate that is nearly 9 limes the residential tax
rate Just because someone owns a home here and spends less than 6 months of the year
occupying the dwelling, the provision for taxing second dwellings on a property at that onerous
rate simply because it Is not occupied full time is confiscatory and to me amounts to extorlion,

By the bill's own example a properly with an additional dwelling “tax assessed

value for each dwelling unit that Is an empty home on the residential property will
be the tax assessed value for the entire residenttal property, multiplied by the
proportionate square footage for each dwelling unit that is an empty home" [n the
example given, “if a residential property has a fax assessed value of $4,000,000, a
total of 5,000 square feet for all dwelling units on the residential property, and a
dwelling unit of 1,000 square feet that is an empty home, the proportionate

square footage of that empty home Is 20 percent (1,000 divided by 5,000); the

tax assessed value attributable to that empty home would be $800,000

(54,000,000 times 20 percent); and the empty homes tax at a 3 parcant tax rate
would be $24,000 ($800,000 times 3 percent) The enlire tax for the whole property if both
dwellings are occupled would be $14,000. so the tax would increase by 250% to $35,200!

! suppose the next step in this monoy grab will be to tax unoccupied bedrooms in a residence at
the 3% rate based on thelr number as opposed to the lotal number of bedrooms!
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Dear Council Member:

Please support Bill 46, the Empty Homes Tax. Oahu has the 5*" worst “impossibly
unaffordable housing” in the world. This hurts all of us. We have 34,253 empty homes on
Oahu; each one means a family on Oahu has no place to live. Please pass Bill 46 to prioritize
Oahu’s housing for Oahu’s residents.

This is why | support the Empty Homes Tax:
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Mahalo!
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Dear Council Member:
Please support Bill 46, the Empty Homes Tax. Oahu has the 5" worst “impossibly
unaffordable housing” in the world. This hurts all of us. We have 34,253 empty homes on

Oahu; each one means a family on Oahu has no place to live. Please pass Bill 46 to prioritize
Oahu’s housing for Oahu'’s residents.

This is why | support the Empty Homes Tax:
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