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TO: Members of the Committee on Executive Management 
 
FROM: Natalie Iwasa, CPA, CFE 

808-395-3233 
 
DATE: Thursday, May 29, 2024  

SUBJECT: Bill 23, CD1, Gifts – COMMENTS 

 
Aloha Chair Waters and Councilmembers, 

 
Thank you for allowing testimony on Bill 23, CD1, which revises the city’s gift law.  
 
As I understand it, the intent of this bill is to allow city employees and elected or 
appointed officials to receive gifts worth no more than $50 per year.  Paragraph (d) 
of the bill, however, includes a long list of exceptions. 
 
Many of these exemptions are reasonable if the intent is to limit gifts to $50 per 
year from a single source.  The bill’s current form, however, is not clear about the 
one-year restriction.  (See paragraph (c) replaced with new wording.)   
 
If paragraph (d)(9) is intended to place a one-year restriction on gifts, then I 
would suggest putting that restriction back in paragraph (c).  For maximum 
compliance, laws should be easy to follow and understand.  Bill 23, CD1, is not. 
 
The list of exemptions in effect creates a much higher annual threshold than the 
$50.  Perhaps an overall annual threshold should be included in the bill, 
exemptions notwithstanding.  
 
In addition, please discuss the intent of the inclusion of “or may receive income 
from third parties as a result of the financial relationship” in the definition of 
Financial Relationship with the City.  Does this mean that a plumber who is 
contracted to do a small repair for a business that received a city grant is not 
allowed to give any gifts under this bill? 
 
What period does this financial relationship cover?  Are grantees prohibited from 
giving gifts a year after the final grant report has been given to the city?  Are 
lessees of city property barred from giving gifts two years after their leases have 
expired? 
 
These are some of the questions I continue to have with respect to the wording of 
this bill.  Please have a thorough discussion in committee. 

 


