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TO: Members of the Committee on Executive Management

FROM: Natalie Iwasa, CPA, CFE
808-395-3233

DATE: Thursday, May 2, 2024

SUBJECT:  Bill 23, Gifts - COMMENTS

Aloha Chair Waters and Councilmembers,

Thank you for allowing testimony on Bill 23, which revises the city’s gift law. I
support the reduction in gift value from $200 to $50 but ask that the bill be
amended to allow only $50 per year.

The definition of “Financial Relationship with the City” includes a person who
“receives or may receive income from third parties as a result of the financial
relationship.” (Emphasis added.) What is the intent of this? Does this mean that a
person who receives income from a business that received a city contract is a
prohibited source? This phrasing is confusing, and I cannot think of an example
where it makes sense to have this included.

In general, I find the bill a bit confusing and think it could be clarified by limiting
gifts to $50 per year in total rather than including a bunch of examples as
exceptions.



