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Aloha Chair Say, Vice Chair Dos Santos-Tam, and Members of the Committee:

Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP) is a nonprofit organization that represents the Hawai‘i Regional
Council of Carpenters, the largest construction union in the state with approximately 6,000 members, in
addition to more than 250 diverse contractors ranging from mom-and-pop owned businesses to national
companies.

The Developer is proposing to develop a hotel in Chinatown that will help to stimulate the local economy
by creating more jobs, visitor spending, and tax revenues for the state and city.

The development of a hotel increases the economic opportunity and employment diversity in the
Chinatown TOD Neighborhood by attracting new businesses and supporting existing businesses that will
provide services to the hotel, its guests, and employees. The hotel expects to provide $18.9 million
annually into the Chinatown community directly from its visitor spending and will benefit our government
through tax revenues.

Moreover, the Project will create construction jobs for Hawaii’s residents paying them a “living wage”
with benefits. These types of jobs provide residents with an opportunity to afford Hawaii’s high cost of
living, keep residents off welfare and other government assistance programs, stimulate the local
economy, and provide economic stability for workers and their families.

Given the above, we respectfully request your favorable decision on this measure.

Thank you for this opportunity to submit written testimony.
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