
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED COMMITTEE DRAFT: 

Resolution 23-70 
URGING THE U.S. NAVY AND DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO IMMEDIATELY 

IMPLEMENT WEEKLY TESTING OF NAVY RED HILL MONITORING WELLS AND 
THE RED HILL SHAFT FOR PER- AND POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES 

("PFAS") AND RELEASE THE INFORMATION REQUESTED BY THE HONOLULU 
BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY IN ITS LETTER TO THE U.S. SECRETARY OF 

DEFENSE DATED JANUARY 10, 2023. 

THE PROPOSED CD1 makes the following amendments: 

A. Amends Exhibit A to include all nine pages of the letter from the Manager and
Chief Engineer.

B. Makes miscellaneous technical and nonsubstantive amendments.
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URGING THE U.S. NAVY AND DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO IMMEDIATELY 
IMPLEMENT WEEKLY TESTING OF NAVY RED HILL MONITORING WELLS AND 
THE RED HILL SHAFT FOR PER- AND POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES 
("PFAS") AND RELEASE THE INFORMATION REQUESTED BY THE HONOLULU 
BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY IN ITS LETTER TO THE U.S. SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE DATED JANUARY 10, 2023. 
 
 

WHEREAS, Oʻahu's groundwater must be preserved in as close to pristine 
condition as possible to accommodate the drinking water needs of Oʻahu's residents 
and visitors; and 
 

WHEREAS, contaminants infiltrating into groundwater and spreading through the 
aquifers create uncertainty regarding the supply of available drinking water, and the 
difficulty and high cost of cleaning up contaminated aquifers may lead to the shutting 
down of wells and the permanent reduction of Oʻahu's drinking water supply; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility ("Facility"), which is operated 
by the U.S. Department of the Navy ("Navy"), stores up to 187 million gallons of fuel per 
day, has a total capacity of 250 million gallons, and is located only 100 feet above a 
sole-source aquifer from which the Honolulu Board of Water Supply ("BWS") provides 
drinking water to residents from Moanalua to Hawaiʻi Kai; and 
 

WHEREAS, numerous fuel release incidents at the Facility have been 
documented over the years, including the release of approximately 27,000 gallons of jet 
fuel in January 2014, the releases of undetermined amounts of a regulated substance in 
March 2020 and June 2020, the release of approximately 1,000 gallons of fuel on May 
6, 2021, the release of approximately 14,000 gallons of a fuel-water mixture on 
November 24, 2021, and the release of approximately 1,300 gallons of aqueous film 
forming foam ("AFFF") on November 29, 2022; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has adopted the following resolutions addressing 
the Facility's potential threat to Oʻahu's drinking water supply: 
 

• Resolution 14-110, adopted on June 4, 2014, Urging the State Department of 
Health to Take Immediate and Decisive Actions to Mitigate Potential Adverse 
Impacts to Groundwater Resources from Leaks or Spills at the United States 
Navy's Red Hill Underground Fuel Storage Facility; 
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• Resolution 15-84, CD1, FD1, adopted on April 22, 2015, Requesting the 
Board of Water Supply, State Department of Health, United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, and United States Navy to Expeditiously 
Implement Recommendations of the Red Hill Fuel Storage Facility Task 
Force; 

 
• Resolution 15-162, CD1, FD1, adopted on July 8, 2015, Urging the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency and the Hawaii State Department of 
Health to Require the Immediate Implementation of Corrective Actions as Part 
of the Administrative Order on Consent in the Matter of the Red Hill Bulk Fuel 
Storage Facility; 

 
• Resolution 18-266, CD1, adopted on March 8, 2019, Urging the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency and the Hawaii State Department of Health 
to Reject the Approval of a Single Wall Tank Upgrade Alternative Option for 
the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility and to Reject the Conclusions 
Presented in the Groundwater Protection and Evaluation Considerations for 
the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility Report Dated July 27, 2018; 

 
• Resolution 19-270, CD1, adopted on November 6, 2019, Reaffirming the 

Council's Position, as Set Forth in Resolution 18-266, CD1, Adopted on 
March 8, 2019, Relating to the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility Upgrade 
Alternative Options; and 

 
• Resolution 21-276, FD1, adopted on December 15, 2021, Urging the 

Immediate Defueling, Permanent Removal, and Relocation of the U.S. Navy 
Red Hill Bulk Storage Facility Underground Storage Tanks; and 

 
WHEREAS, on November 29, 2022, approximately 1,300 gallons of AFFF 

concentrate liquid leaked from a fire suppression system at the Facility into the 
environment, causing the potential release of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
("PFAS") into the groundwater, and, more recently, the BWS became aware of the 
Navy's detection of PFAS in groundwater samples taken in 2020 and 2021 in the Navy's 
water distribution system; and 

 
WHEREAS, PFAS are also known as "forever chemicals" because they break 

down very slowly, and they have been used in synthetic firefighting foams, including 
AFFF; and 
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 WHEREAS, on January 10, 2023, the BWS requested, via letter, a copy of which 
is attached hereto as Exhibit A, that the U.S. Department of Defense instruct the Navy 
and other military entities, as appropriate, to immediately implement weekly testing of all 
Navy Red Hill monitoring wells and the Red Hill Shaft for PFAS and provide the BWS 
with the requested information and data related to AFFF and PFAS; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Navy's apparent inability or unwillingness to implement testing 
and provide the information requested by the BWS is of grave concern and potentially 
places at risk O‘ahu's drinking water resources, because the BWS needs accurate and 
timely information in order to allow it to address potential threats to those precious 
resources; now, therefore, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it urges 
the U.S. Department of Defense ("Department of Defense"), the U.S. Department of the 
Navy ("Navy"), and other military entities as appropriate, to immediately implement 
weekly testing of all Navy Red Hill monitoring wells and the Red Hill Shaft for per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances ("PFAS") and to provide the Honolulu Board of Water Supply 
with the information and data it requested in its letter dated January 10, 2023 related to 
aqueous film forming foam ("AFFF") and PFAS; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Defense, the Navy, and 
other military entities as appropriate, are urged to act in accordance with the 
Department of Defense's policies regarding PFAS testing and AFFF releases, address 
transparently the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility's potential threat to Oʻahu's drinking 
water supply, and provide in a timely fashion all relevant information to all stakeholders 
and the community; and  
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 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Defense, Secretary of the U.S. Navy, the 
Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the members of Hawaiʻi's 
congressional delegation, the Governor, the Mayor, the Director of the Hawaiʻi State 
Department of Health, the Manager and Chief Engineer of the Board of Water Supply, 
the President of the Hawaiʻi Senate, and the Speaker of the Hawaiʻi House of 
Representatives. 
 
      INTRODUCED BY: 
 
      Radiant Cordero     
 
      Val A. Okimoto 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE OF INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 
April 24, 2023 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi      Councilmembers 
 



EXHIBIT A




















