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Testimony: 

Aloha Members of the Committee, 

 

My name is Jon Ma and I’m a Lt Col in the Hawaii Air National Guard and pilot with Alaska Airlines. 

 

I write today as a private citizen in strong support of Mr. Jeffrey Hong to serve on the Honolulu Liquor Commission. 

 

I have known Jeff for the past two decades as a friend, neighbor, and mentor.  His commitment to public service both locally and 

nationally has been inspiring and uplifting.  Whether providing opportunities within the tech community or through championing for 

equality and civil rights, Jeff is a proven leader in his professional field and beyond.  He is a trustworthy ally with a brilliant mind 

and character above reproach. 

 

I have no doubt that Jeff will be a value-added member to the Liquor Commission and will serve the City and County of Honolulu 

well. 

 

Mahalo, 

Jon Ma
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Testimony: 

RES22-229 

 

Measure Title: RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF MR. JEFFREY HONG TO SERVE ON THE LIQUOR COMMISSION OF 

THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU. 

 

Date Introduced: Sep. 20, 2022 

 

 

Aloha Chair Waters and Members of the Council, 

 

My name is Will Yeh. I am a realtor-associate at Coldwell Banker Realty and a former Pastor at Hawaii Ocean Church. I am in full 

support of Jeff Hong serving on the liquor commission. I’ve known Jeff for 7 years now and have seen Jeff passionately support 

and serve his community. His involvement with the ACLU and the local LGBTQ+ community as well as his professional 

accomplishments speak to his values of fairness and equality and a commitment to excellence. I am confident that Jeff 

understands the intricacies of how things currently work and has the kind of integrity and creative insight we need to help make 

things even better. Jeff Hong would be an invaluable team player to the liquor commission.
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Testimony: 

Aloha Councilmembers, 

 

I am writing in support of Jeff Hong’s appointment to the Honolulu Liquor Commission. 

 

I met Jeff several years ago through his contracting relationship with Hawaiian Airlines. In every interaction we had, I was 

impressed by his professional demeanor and calm approach to issues. As I got to know him better, I was further impressed by his 

engagement with and commitment to nonprofit endeavors that make our community better. 

 

I believe Jeff possesses both the temperament and personal integrity to serve on the Liquor Commission even handedly, with 

integrity and a commitment to fairness. He would be a terrific asset to this volunteer commission. 

 

Please act favorably on his nomination. 

 

Mahalo, 

 

Ann Botticelli
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Testimony: 

Aloha Members of the Housing and Economy Committee, My name is Cinthia Miller. I am the founder of O&A Consulting, a 

technology consulting firm. I am presently working with Jeff on the next generation of web systems at Hawaiian Airlines as a 

software architect. Jeff has a deep devotion to public service in Hawaii. I met Jeff as a student when he was teaching a Software 

Engineering class at the University of Hawaii. After graduation our paths would cross again when I worked with him at Microsoft. 

Jeff is a great mentor and has helped many young engineers through his internship programs. I am amazed that with his busy 

professional schedule he is constantly engaged with various issues in the community. I was a beneficiary of one of his projects to 

pass legislation that would limit the use of non-competes in Hawaii. Microsoft and other technology employers were heavy users 

of these non-competes. They are currently unenforceable in Hawaii and since the legislation has passed, Microsoft has followed 

Jeff's lead and removed these employment conditions for their engineering staff. I fully support Jeff for the liquor commission.
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Testimony: 

Aloha my name is Brian Hoole, an infrastructure engineer at Punahou Schools. 

 

I met Jeff through the cybersecurity internship of his company, Techmana, while completing my bachelors degree in Computer 

Science at UH Manoa. I appreciated his mentorship and support for fellow veterans starting a new career path. Entrusting me in 

his company helped open new opportunities my family and I enjoy today. 

 

During my time with Techmana, I worked with Jeff in rejuvenating the infrastructure of the ISC2 Hawaii Chapter. ISC2 is an 

international nonprofit organization of cybersecurity professionals. Not only is this organization the developer of one of the most 

prestigious cybersecurity certifications, the CISSP, it provides support and training in local communities. Jeff volunteered his 

technical and professional leadership as one of the early officers of the chapter. 

 

I am confident Jeff has the skills and dedication to make a positive impact on our community as a Liquor Commissioner.
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Testimony: 

Aloha, 

 

Jeff Hong is a pillar of the LGBTQ+ community and an avid supporter of businesses through the island. He is exactly what the 

Liquor Commission needs to create and sustain fair and equitable practices within hybrid organization. Mahalo
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October 14, 2022

The Honorable Esther Kia'aina, Chair,
And Members of the Committee on Housing and the Economy

Honolulu City Council
Honolulu Hale, 2nd Floor
530 South King Street
Honolulu, Hawai`i, 96813

Re: Resolution No. 22-155 Testimony in Support of Jeffrey Hong

Dear Chair Kiaaina and Members of the Committee:

I respectfully recommend Jeffrey Hong to you as an outstanding choice to
consider for appointment to serve on the Liquor Commission of the City and County
of Honolulu. I first met Jeff 7 years ago through his affiliation with the American
Civil Liberties Union and later got to know him as a friend. In all of my interactions
with Jeff, I have observed him to be insightful, compassionate, thoughtful and fair.
He has the ethics, sharpness and bandwidth to serve in this important capacity,
and he is the right individual to serve on the Liquor Commission during a
challenging and important time as liquor establishments re-open for business and
welcome back their customers.

As you get to know him, I hope and believe you will agree with my
assessment. I was very happy to hear of his nomination.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit supportive testimony. I wish you
well and thank you for your public service.

Sincerely,

Doug Chin

Pacific Guardian Center, Makai Tower • 733 Bishop Street, Suite 1900 • Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
Telephone: (808) 537-6100 • Fax: (808) 537-5434 • Web: www.starnlaw.com



 


