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Testimony: 

Prioritizing the use of certain native indigenous plant species for the purpose of landscaping is a good idea. Yet, it could be 

advised to the City that each plant is unique and has a different purposes to how it should be utilized because of its genetic make 

up. Every plant has a different reason to why it is planted or why it should be harvested. Mangoes, pineapples, oranges are 

planted and harvested for food because the fruit is flavorful, sweet & nutritious. Rice became one of the most widely consumed 

staple foods for over half the world’s population because it is easy to plant & harvest and it is yummy. Aloe vera is often utilized for 

medicinal purposes or for beauty routines. Cleopatra utilized it everyday in her ancient Egyptian skin routine. Aloe vera treats 

sunburns and skin concerns. So, each plant has a different purpose. 

 

As mentioned in Bill 33, for the specific purposes of helping to minimize shoreline degradation, improving sediment filtration and 

protection against storms & high wave events, the mangrove is the one to do this job. Did you know, mangroves are the only 

species of trees in the world that can tolerate saltwater? Mangroves, the scientific name is rhizophora mangle, help to provide 

protection from the weather and catastrophic events such as tsunamis & tropical cyclones and can help with shoreline erosion. 

Mangroves act as natural barriers to help protect from flooding and rising seal levels and the weather. Mangroves have been 

known to protect coastal communities. Mangroves are important to the oceans biodiversity. A mangrove forest provides food and 

can be a nursery site for a variety of marine organisms including many commercial species of reef fish. Mangroves also play a big 

role in sustainability and mentally friendly practices. Mangrove forests can store up to 10x more carbon then other types of forests 

making it one of our best allies in fighting against climate change. 

 

There is also opposing research to this that says mangroves are invasive species to Hawaii. Yes, technically that is true. There 

was an ancient Hawaiian fishpond that suffered from invasive mangroves, the He’eia Fishpond. The efforts to remove the invasive 

mangrove was led by UH Manoa and funded by the state Department of Health’s Clean Water Branch. The mangrove grew to 160 

feet in diameter and 70 feet high. If mangroves are planted in a fishpond, it will grow very quickly and it will seem like it has 

invaded the fishpond. But mangroves are not meant to be grown in fishponds, that’s not its purpose. The mangroves purpose is to 

protect and to nurse. 

 

As the City prepares to address the sustainability of our coastlines through landscaping, it is logical & reasonable to study which 

plants will serve that purpose instead of proclaiming that indigenous plants have to be utilized to serve that purpose. It is not ideal 

to accidentally destroy something, especially an indigenous plant, if it was never meant to be used in that way. If an indigenous 

plant is positioned at the frontlines of the coast to protect the shores from erosion and it cannot weather the storms, it may be 

accidentally destroyed. Ideally, the City should research different plant species first before deciding on any action. 

 

Mangroves and its benefits has been proven from various sources of research & scientific data. It is supported by very prominent 

and well known sustainability & eco-friendly brands like 4Ocean & OneTreePlanted. It is evident that mangroves, although not an 

indiginous species, can address these specific concerns that the City is seeking to mitigate & manage.


