
RES22-079
Testimony

MISC. COMM. 182

COUNCIL



COUNCIL  Meeting
Meeting Date: May 4, 2022 @ 10:00 AM

Support: 1
Oppose: 0

I wish to comment: 0



Name: 

Anthony Ching

Email: 

anthony.ching@tnc.org

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

The Nature Conservancy Hawai'i & Palmyra

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 3, 2022 @ 03:30 PM



 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Duke E. Ah Moo   Paul D. Alston (Chair)   Kris Billeter   Dr. C. Tana Burkert   Anne S. Carter   Richard A. Cooke III   Kaʻiulani de Silva    

Dave Eadie   Matt Emerson   Hon. Judith Epstein   Dr. Alan M. Friedlander   Benjy Garfinkle   Sean A. Hehir   Brett MacNaughton 
Kathy M. Matsui   Janet Montag   Alicia Moy   Bradley E. Smith   Julie Smolinski   Peter K. Tomozawa   Richard N. Zwern 

 
Ihupani Advisory Council: Christopher J. Benjamin   Kenton T. Eldridge   Eiichiro Kuwana   Duncan MacNaughton   Jean E. Rolles   Crystal K. Rose 

   Founders: Samuel A. Cooke   Herbert C. Cornuelle 

The Nature Conservancy - Hawaiʻi and Palmyra 
923 Nu‘uanu Avenue 
Honolulu, HI 96817 

 Tel (808) 537-4508       
 Fax (808) 545-2019 
 nature.org/hawaii 
 
 

 
 

Testimony of The Nature Conservancy 
In Support of Resolution 22-79, with Suggested Amendments 

 
Honolulu City Council 

530 S King St. 
Honolulu Hale, Room 202 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Wednesday, May 4, 2022 at 10:00 AM 
 
Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Kiaʻāina, and Council Members: 
 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) supports Resolution 22-79, with suggested amendments outlined 
below. Resolution 22-79 proposes to amend the Revised Charter of the City and County of 
Honolulu, which currently authorizes use of the Clean Water and Natural Lands (CWNL) Fund 
(“Fund”) to acquire land, conservation easements, or other interests in land for conservation, 
cultural preservation, agriculture, watershed protection, and other open space uses. Resolution 22-
79 proposes to expand authorized expenditures of the Fund to include “costs related to the 
operation, maintenance, and management of lands acquired” by the Fund. 
 
O‘ahu’s natural environment is the engine that drives our island’s economy and a natural, 
recreational, and cultural treasure supporting our island lifestyle and livelihoods. Careful, 
thoughtful, and intentional conservation, management, and restoration is required to ensure our 
environment can withstand the increasing impacts of climate change. TNC is proud of working in 
partnership with many local organizations, agencies, and communities to care for this vital and 
fragile resource for over 40 years in Hawai‘i.  
 
TNC commends the CWNL Commission and the City Council for addressing management and 
infrastructure needs for lands protected by the Fund. We understand the challenges associated with 
securing funding for ongoing management and stewardship of land once it is protected for public 
benefit.  
 
TNC supports support the proposed six percent cap on the amount of money deposited into the 
Fund in the previous year that can be expended for management or infrastructure.  This will ensure 
that an adequate funds are available to steward lands acquired with Fund, but also ensure that most 
of the Fund remains available for its original, intended purpose – to purchase and protect critically 
important lands and natural resources on O‘ahu threatened with sale and development.   
 
Additionally, in the proposed amendment to Charter Section 9-204(2)(b), it is critical to clarify that 
improvements to provide for “public access” should not necessarily assume open and unmanaged 
public access. If the land is intended to be used as a public park then open public access is likely 
appropriate. However, if the lands have culturally, historically, or biologically sensitive resources, 
or are being actively farmed in traditional agriculture, it is important to emphasize that 
improvements for access be limited to “managed, culturally appropriate” access. Too many special 
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places throughout our islands have been completely overrun and degraded by both tourists and 
residents due to unmanaged, unregulated, and uneducated public access. The purpose of the CWNL 
Fund is to protect and restore the cultural and natural resources on lands acquired with the Fund, 
and balance competing needs for public access. TNC emphasizes the need for managed, guided, and 
culturally appropriate access so that capacity limits can be put into place to protect the land’s 
resources.  
 
Protecting and conserving land is critical to ensuring Hawai‘i’s biodiversity and residents can thrive 
through the climate crisis we face. Ensuring that the Fund continues to support land acquisition is an 
important resource for O‘ahu and any changes to the Charter should continue to support the Fund’s 
original purpose. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony and for your support for O‘ahu’s natural resources.  
 

 
The Nature Conservancy, Hawai‘i and Palmyra is a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation 
of the lands and waters upon which all life depends. The Conservancy has helped protect more than 200,000 
acres of natural lands in Hawai‘i and Palmyra Atoll. We manage 40,000 acres in 13 nature preserves and 
work in over 50 coastal communities to help protect and restore the nearshore reefs and fisheries of the 
main Hawaiian Islands. We forge partnerships with government, private parties, and communities to 
protect forests and coral reefs for their ecological values and for the many benefits they provide to people. 
 


