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May 1, 2022

CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOILULU

RE: BILL 34 PROPOSES AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE 16-21

DEAR COUNCILMEMBERS,

ORDINANCE 16-21 HAS BEEN OF GREAT HELP TO BUSINESSES IN CENTRAL

KAKAAKO. IT HAS SAVED MANY FROM “CLOSING UP SHOP” DUE TO THE

EXTREMLY HIGH PROPERTY TAX IN THE AREA. I KNOW OF 1 BUSINESS, BUSTERS

BODY AND FENDER, WHO WAS A VICTIM OF BEING LEFT OUT OF THE EXEMPTION

DUE TO THE TECHNICALITY OF BEING ON THE MAUKA SIDE OF WAIMANU

STREET. I HAVE KNOWN DAVID FOR DECADES AND WITH THE GREAT CREW HE

HAD AND LOYAL CUSTOMERS, WITH A HEAVY HEART HE TOLD ME THEIR IS NO

CHOICE BUT TO CLOSE UP AND SELL HIS LAND AND SHOP. HE HAD TO LAY OFF HIS

STAFF AND LEFT THEM LOOKING FOR OTHER EMPLOYMENT. DAVID WAS VERY

UPSET THAT HE DID NOT QUALIFY FOR THE EXEMPTION AND THE EXTRA 20 PLUS

THOUSAND DOLLARS IN PROPERTY TAX WAS COMING OUT OF HIS POCKET

PERSONALLY EVEN AS BUSY AS THEY WERE.

PLEASE PASS BILL 34AS THERE ARE OTHER VICTIMS WHO NEED YOUR HELP. AS

STATED BEFORE IN TESTIMONY, WITHOUT THIS EXEMPTION WHICH YOU ALL

THANKFULLY PASSED IN 2016 CENTRAL KAKAAKO HAS THE HIGHEST PROPERTY

TAX PER THOUSAND SQUARE FEET ON OAHU, COMPETING WITH PROPERTY TAX

VALUES IN WAIKIKI AND HIGHER THAN DOWNTOWN HONOLULU.

THAN K YOU,

FRANK YOUNG

K& Y AUTO SERVICE

902 KAWAIAHAO STREET

PHONE 808 7535767
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Paul Kimura
City Fender & Body Service, Ltd.
859 Queen St.
Honolulu, HI. 96813

City Council of Honolulu:

May 3, 2022

My name is Paul Kimura. I am a business owner in Kakaako, City Fender & Body Service, at 859
Queen Street. City Fender that is a third generation business that has existed in Kakaako for more than
seventy years. Current and future development by Howard Hughes Corporation and Kamehameha

Schools, resulting is huge increases in property tax assessments threatens the survival of long standing

industrial businesses in the area through no fault of their own. Central Kakaako is one of the few

industrial islands left in urban Honolulu left that services people throughout Honolulu, and without

property tax relief from the City, many industrial and service businesses in Kakaako will find it harder to

survive, or may simply give up.

That is why I humbly ask that the Honolulu City Council approve Bill 34 that would give property tax

relief to more industrial businesses in Kakaako. ..
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The Car Store, Inc.
836 han aiahao St Tel: 808 745 992U

I tunolulu, III 96513 F ‘ 808 593 2055

May 2, 2022

To the members of Honolulu City Council;

My name Is Bob Emami and I am the President of the Car Store Inc. We have been
doing business in Kakaako Since 2005. As you are all aware the past decade has been
one of major turmoil and change In Kakaako In regards to the situation with the Chun
Brothers claiming the ownership of the streets, to the building of numerous high
risers. The last few years were especially hard because we had to deal with Covid 19
and the shutting down of our economy while taxes and property taxes kept on
increasing.

I am writing to you In support of Bill 34 Introduced by Councilmember Fukunaga which
was like a breath of fresh air in times of calamity. I would like to point out that every
business owner in Kakaako is in strong support of this bill and want to point out that In
order for us to stay in business, we need the Bill 34.

So we are reaching out to you as the members of the City Council to reiterate the
importance of the extension of the property tax relief for our business community.

Thank you for your attention to this matter

‘p

Bob Eñiami
President


